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Noteworthy Dates 
In Hillsdale History 

16:fIt-Dutch colonists settle Ber~en G o u ~ t y .  
1667-Bergen Township (now J e m y  City) becomes 

English colony. 
1695-New Barbadws Township formed from Bergen 

Tuwnship. 
1;10-Bergen rounty starts to be reshaped into pre- 

sent area. 
1737-Saddle River Townsh~p formed fmm New Bar- 

hedoes Tnwnship. 
1;75--Harrin~t vn 'roanship formed from Saddle River 

Township. 
Sept. 28. 1778-Baylor Massacre on Rivervale Road. 
Jan. :W. 1840- Washiripton Township formed from 

part of' Harringtun Township. 
1856- Firsr whrwlhouse built on Pascack b a d .  
Dec. 25. 1MY-First rabtroad train enters "Hillsdale." 
March 4. I RTO-Railroad opened to public st H~lSsdale 

station. 
March 1PiO-Daily mail service inaugurated. 
187 1-Present park area in Wter of town donated hy 

Davrd P .  Patterson. 
11173-Reilmad extended to Haverstraw, N.Y. and 

town becomes railroed centct. 
May 3, 1874-Hillsdale Methdigt Episcopal Church 

oqanized. 
June  29. 1890-Holy Trinity Episcopal Church holds 

fimt servhces. 
189R - Me~nolia Avenue School #2 opened. 
MARCH 25, lH98 - HILLSDALE IMUORPORA- 

TED AS TOWNSHIP AFTER STATE LEGISLA- 
TURE ENABLES BREAK-AWAY FROM WASH- 
lNGTON TOWNSHIP. 

April 23. 1HSA-hard OF Education organized. 
Me! 7 ,  1900-N.Y. & N.J. Telephone CD. (now N.J. 

Bell )  ranted iranchise. First telephone installed in home 
of Thomas C1. Dernarest on Summit Avenue {Broedwey). 

May 6, 1901-Townshlp derk authorized to purchase 
pair trt handcuffs for use of cons~able. 

April 1902-Hillsdale Fire Association and Ledies 
bux~liarj organized. 

1902-Ftss~ macadam laid on Summit snd Railroad 
Avenue Inow Broadwayl. 

Sept. 3, 1903-Water franchise granted Hackensack 
Nater Co. to lay water Iines and fire hydrants. 

1907-08-Special town meetings authorize 345.000 to 
macadamize all accepted town streets. 

1913-Firat ~t of ice building erected under Poet- 
master John W. Kinmouth. 

July 7. 1913-First uniformed spc id  police oficer ap- 
pointed. 

1916-Hillsdale Boy Scout Troop 1 organized by Holy 
Trinitv Episcopal Church. 
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April 17, 1917-Millsdale Laysl League forme$ in 
World Was 1. 

1919-Hillsdale American legion Poet 162 organized. 
Redesignated in 1929 as General Leonard W d  
Memorial Pmt 162. 

1921-New 12-morn schoolhouse built (now W r g e  
White School). 

July 8. 1921-Hillsdale Fire Department created. 
April 24, 1923-Borough form of government adopted. 
Now. 1923-Bead of Health organized. 
1924--Girl Scout t m p  organized. 
Sept. 15. 1924-Avolia Tramportation Co. of Peterson 

inaugurates fimt bus service fmm Hillsdale to Peterson. 
1925-First w i p e d  Rond Dept. orgenized with Axel 

Cufstafson using wheel barmw and hand tools. 
k c .  13, 1925-St. John the Baptist R.C. Church 

dedicated. 
Jan. 1927-Hilldale National Bank opens with W. 

Merle Hoffman,as cashier (now Ps~lcack Valley Bank & 
Trust ( 3 . 1 .  

Nov. 9. 1927-Borough Planning Board appointed. 
Juty 13, 1928-Regular Police Dept. organized. 
h c .  11, 1928-First council meeting held in present 

borough hall after purchase from Exempt Firemen's 
Assoc. in 1927. 

April 5, 1929-Sun Dial Gasden Club organized to 
beautify town. 

July 23, 1929-Zoning B a r d  of Adjuetrnent organized. 
April 1931 -Shade Tree Cornmiasion formed. 
June l933-HiltdaIe Businessmen's k s w .  organized. 
1934-Hillsdale Retreat ion Committee formd. 
Jan. 27. 1936-Public library begins to distribote 

books. 
June 23. 1938-Municipal Aasistence Cornmimion 

organized. 
Mey 23. 1941-Hilledalt Defense Council formed in 

World War 11. 
July 16. 1945-Parka & Playpounds Commission 

organized. 
1951 -HiIlsdale votem to form Pascack Valley Re,rional 

High School District with Montvale, hver  Vale and 
Woodcliff Lake. 

1951- Municipal Garbage Coltectirm Begins, 
Feb. 1, 1954-HilIsdaIe Ambulance Corps, begins du- 

ty. 
Sept. 1955-Pmcack Valley Regional High S c h d  

opened. 
1955-Ann Blanche Smith Schwl opened. 
193-Meadowbrook Schml opened. 
1968- Sewer System Hookup Start. 
1972- Work Begins On New Borough Hall. 
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HISTORY OF MILLSDALE - PART P 

Hillsdale Got Its Name 
From School, Station 

HILLSEl.4LE - *['he story 
of' the evcd~ttion ol' r he utrm- 
munity known today u s  t h e  
Rorvugh ui' Hillsdole. with its 
apprrlx~mateiy 80CWl humes. 
husiness corntnunlty and H 

p>puIation of' 1 l.;(X) persons 
.;llurnting m n d  ( 7 1  112 rtluyh- 
I\ two >quare nlile:, t j t  ~err i -  
trlry. is A colt~rf'ul one. 

T h e  d e l i n e a t ~ t r n  tr! t h e  
l r r ~ u n d a r i ~ s  rlt '  present-day 
Hillsdalr ~nvolved o vc~ilstant 
t,rirki~~n I*!' larger land d ~ v i -  
.i(,ns tnrm 17th century crdnn- 
[ i l l  days tc) the  final parti- 
rltrnlng ot' eastern Hillsdale 
'l'rtwnshill tn torm the Town- 
.hip c ~ t  Ni\.er Vale in 1%. 

There <\ere twr~  eras of great 
rrtetainrtrph~~ in Hill.sdale's 
histtrry - the advent ut the 
railsrjad in 1 K O  which liter. 
;ally pLrt the Few scattered 
h r m s  and country stores near 
t h e  hanks ot the Pascack 
Hnwk "r~n the map*' and the 
opening r ) f  the George iVash- 
i n g n n  Bridge in the early 
19:iO.h. 

Hnt h events hnlught wares 
t r l  migration by the mRsSe5 
trrlm the crowded cities of 
SPW York, Paterson and .ler- 
bey City. The new nrnvals in 
I ~ t h  migratory waves sought 
identical goals: land, clean air 
and wafer in a rural atmos- 
 here located wlthin reason- 
:~l>te distance t o  the jou mar- 
kets oF the large critles. The 
tirst migration proceeded at a 
le~surely pace through World 
\4'ar I increasing in tempo as 
the means of public ttans- 
p r t a t i o n  were improved by 
~ncreased rail service and the 
estahl~shment  of bus routes. 
The second tide of m i ~ r s t i o n  
came to a halt during World 
War I1 hut developed into an 
engulfing wave with the  war's 
end, This  latter migration has 
today almost cornpleteIy 
ssturated Hillsdale's avail- 
able land space. 

Although records are at- 
mwt non-existent. it is be+ 
lieved that the Leni-LPnape 
Ind ians ,  members uf t h e  
powerful Algonquin Sariun. 
roamed the Hackensack Hi\er 
valley at the  rime  he 
arrival of the first Dutr-h ex- 
plorers and settlers in ICW. .A 
few hdian an~facts  and the 
names of the Pasrack and 
Musquapsink brooks are eIl 
that remain from the cen- 
turies of Indian occupancy of 
the area. 

'['he hut ~ Z I  re1 t Itbr- I rtwn the 
~trun'clt Hergen in Hd~llanrl 
r r:c~~.;f'errerl t hr I I , ~  tnr ~ l t  r heir 
tnrherlar~d cr)rnnlur)ir\. l t t  1 he 
I'ounty c ~ f  Hrrgen in 1ri::tl and 
I i r  the Villilge irl' Hergetl In 
1 6 6 1 .  (It  15 now port trf .ler-;e> 
('i1y.1 111 l(hi:i t hr \ illape and 
its s u r r o i ~ t i d ~ n ~  lands he- 
vnme an Engl~sh cldt~n?. 

The irrehent State of Set\  
.Jersey wan dit tded r t l f er  trlur 
r . [ l \~ t~ t  ies hy 1 he Wr~t ihh 1 ' r o ~ n  
($11 M a r c h  T, lfiH2. E-ex. 
5l1ddle.e.r. Lle l~ tn~t~uth  ; u ~ d  
Heryen which wa:. tlehlgr~~ttrd 
i i h  "all the land herrvren Hud- 
b t l ~ l k  Hiver and the Hacken- 
hark Rit-er.'' 'I'he tuuntiea 
were rc-dibided in l7tlj and 
Hprger~ C'trur~tr then r.11nl- 

prised " r ~ l l  the land hetuern 
Hudson's R ~ r e r  ~ n d  t h ~  Pr- 
q i i a n n r r u k  a n d  P a 3 s a i c  
rivers." Hergen I'uunt! r c w k  
its present t ) u t ~ l ~ ( i n r ~ ~ ~  ntter 
I he creation nf I'asxalc* L'cwn- 
ty in I R : K  and Hudson Cuun. 
ty in 1840. 

in l t i31 the I'l~lrtn~ak -4s- 
sem hl y hegan the clivl-ion r ~ t  

Sew ,Jersey's C ~ I I I I I !  ie2 ~ r i t l l  

townships. Bergen l ' o u n t ?  
was divided inti, t h r w  town- 
ships. cjrze ol which \va> Sew 
Barhadc,e?i 'Townsh~p trhlch 
tncluded s f l  t h e  land he. 
tween the Hackensack and 
Pawalc rlreru. 

In I i:E; Saddle Kiker 'I'nwn- 
ship was carved t'rom Sew 
H~rhadtles ,  and  in I775 just 
Ilet'ow the star t  o f t h e  Re\r~tu- 
t lonary  W a r .  H a r r i n ~ t r l n  
?'rrn+nr;h~~~ wah created t ' r tm 
Saddle River. 7 ' h w  d u r l n ~  
t h ~ ~  war. the area u h i r h  I.: 

tlur\ H i l l s d ~ l e  was pnrt 191 
Harringttrt~ Township. The 
fnrms in the area were ra- 
vaged and plundered by the 
arrnles ot' both .the Ameri- 
cans and the  British and their 
mercenary  H e s s i a n s .  T h e  
Bnylnr >lassacre on Sept 28, 
1778 at the Hering F ~ r m  on 
Rivervale Rnad, River Vale. 
trwk place on land uhich was 
included in Hillsdale trt)m 
1898 to 1906. During the  war, 
many f'armers in the area 
were sympathetic to the  Bri- 
tish Crown and fled to Cana- 
da; some remained and  were 
called "Tories": some spied 
ti>r the British a rmy as in the 
case of' the  Rivervale Road 
fartnem who betrayed Col- 
onel Harlor. 

On .Jan 30. 1810. M'ash- 
Engtt~n Township was created 

r l i l t  t rJ  ~ m r t  of' Herrington 
? ' ~ r n n ? ; h i l ~  a n d  i n c l u d e d :  
" t h a t  territrjry e x f e n d i n g  
Iron1 New t'ork S ta te  on the 
nrrrt h .... t o  tjr~ldjer Hill Road, 
Oradell,  on the snuth-be- 
rween the Hackensack River 
a n d  Saddle River." in 1894, 
the  hr,rrrl~#hs ol' k i ' e s t w d ,  
l':~rk R ~ r i g ~ .  \Vtxldd~f'f Lake, 
Illrmtvale and Old Tappan 
s e r e  Itrrrncd In that order. In 
I.Y.!I*. 111~1 prior t o  the Span- 
1+ii-.-\11lrrican \Var. IVashlng- 
lam 'I'+nvnshtp had shrunk to 
lh r  ~rrrilrrr!: which nuw con- 
.;r 11 inec  the rornm~~nfties of 
Hil l~cl i~lr ,  Rrver \'ale. Emer- 
hart1 and Washington Town- 
ship. 

-, . I he state legislature was 
petitioned by the residents of 
"H illsdnle" who had adopted 
the name jrom a school built 
rrn Pascack Road in 1856 and 
Zrtrtn +he r a ~ l r n n d  statinv 
opent~d in 1870 lor  a separa- 
t tl)n Irom \Vashington Town- 
>hip. 

The legislature granted the 
p e t  it ion. and incurporated 
H ~ l l s d a l ~  township in an act 
11nssed hlarch 25,  1898. The 
t IIH'TI c.trm~)rised "all the terri- 
ttlr\. hetbreen the  Hacken- 
- ~ t c k  l i ~ ~ e r a m  theeast and Or- 
vil 7F'riwn,sh~p (now Hrl-Ho- 
Kits and EValdwickl on the 
Hest - between the bor- 
t ~ ~ t g h s  ul'l%'w)dclit'!'Lake, Park 
Ridge and 1 he New York state 
line rln t he'nort h and the Bor- 
41vgh 01' \Vestwood and an 
Imaginary line due west on 
the houth." 

Credit lor sparking t h e  
rnrjvernent tn incorporate 
Hillsdale has heen given to: 
O r ~ n  S. I ' ral l  (later tax co:: 
l e c r~ r l ,  .!ohn H .  Riley (later 
t'reehtriderl. A.C.  Holdrum 
t Sta te  Assernl~lyman durinq 
rhe peric~dl, John F. Winters, 
D a v ~ d  H. Dernarest. Hern- 
don Rohrs and the following 
niernhers nt' the fin! or f ic i~ l  
t a n ~ i l ?  : Sanford  Bogert, 
chairman [mayor); George H. 
S e t l m ~ n ,  treasurer; township 
committeemen Edmund L. 
Greenin: U'lll~am W. Banta, 
clerk; Arthur J. Stever, free- 
holder: John A. Storms, as- 
sessor, and Ernest Koester, 
township counsel. 

MUNICIPAL SERVTCES 

The Erst election of local 
ufficials was held April 19, 
1H9H in the  furrner Hillsdale' 

Slanur  House o f f  u p p e r  
Broadway, since torn down. 
Meetings OF the township 
cornmitree were held there 
unt i l  March 1899 when they 
were held in a room over the  
Xbrarn C.  Hering store (now 
Pascack Board of Healtars 
hullding) at 150 Brr~adway 
until March 1901. 
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The township was divided 
into t h m  m d  districts early 
in 1898. The rate for road 
work wes fixed at $1.25 per 
day for nine hours' work and 
$4 a day ( n ~ n e  hours) for one 
man and r t eam d horses. 
b c h  of the three township 
committeemen had charge of 
one road district. 

D e v i d  P a t t e r s o n  h s d  
donated the land for Mag- 
nolia Avenue in 1850 and in 

1871 donated the land in the 
renter of Hillsdale which is 
now Mernorlal Park. 

The H~llsdale Board of 
Education was o r ~ a n i z e d  
April 23. 1898 with A.C. 
Holdrum es president and 
W~lliam BleureSt as clerk. 
There were three schrmls In 
Hillsdale in 1898: No. 1 which 
was the rormer School in 
hver  Vale; No. 2 on Mag- 
nolia Avenue and No. 3 on 
Pascack Road built rn 1656. 
Bath l a tk r  schools have been 
tom down. 

High school children at- 
tended schmla in Park Fhdge, 
Westwood or Hackensack 
prior to the Pascack Valley 
Regignal High Schbol in 1955. 

The tavern of Peter A. Jer- 
sey in Pascack ( Woodcliff 
Lake) was the depaeitory for 
mail addressed to Hillsdale 
on 5 once-a-week basis until 
March of 1870 when the raE1- 
m d  entered Hillsdale. At 
that time jt was dejrvered dai- 
ly to the post office estab- 
lished in tlie present Leddy 
Building on Hillsdale Ave- 
nue just w& of the railroad 
tracks. Hensy G. Hering. the 
storekeeper, was tsppointed 
the first poetmaster at a 
salary of $12 per year. 
Mr. Hesing wa8 one of the 

leading citizens of early Hille- 
dale for a long period of time. 
In addition to his atorekeep- 
er-poetmu& dutiee he serv- 

ed as statlonrnaster. secre- 
tary of the railmad, township 
clerk. state assemblyman, un-  
der sheriff of the county from 
1881 t r ~  18% former super- 
vlaor and tax assessor Tor 
Washingtun Township be- 
fore H~Ilsdale was crealed, 
and he was a civil engineer 
and surveyor. Hering letd out 
most of the road9 in Bergen 
County and owned and de- 
veluped most of Hillsdale 
Manor. 

Other early postmasters 
were schml principal W. W.  
Banta end John  W. Kin- 
mouth who moved ~t to his 
store on Broadwax, now the 
Cala Brothrrs Euild~ngs. At 
the incorporatlnn of Hills- 
dale in 1898. the  p t  ofice 
was m o v d  beck to the L d d y  
Building then owned by John 
W. Winters s h u  became post- 
magter. 

POLICE AND EIRE 
Prior to 1908, the public 

(Cantinu4 on Next Page) 
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History 
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saf'ety in Hi l lsdal~  was main- 

tained hy cnnstahles etected 
each year. 

There * a h  nrl organized 
fire-[iph~inp unit  In the cum- 
munlty unt 1 1  r h e  lnrrnatirm of 
the Hillsd~lle Flre Assn in 
1902. 

In the earl? days, bucket 
hr~gadeh r l l  Irbca! residents 
fought fires alter arriving on 
the  scene on foot or by 
wagon>. 

The town did. however. 
ha)e one t r t  the best fire alarm 
system* in  r he count!. As the 
ra~lroad car shop> and round- 
hou\e were In H~l l sda le ,  there 
were usually several engines 

parked In Hillsdale. 'The 
hlrlwin~ cd the H h ~ h t  les nt all 
the  engines in trlu'n s~gnsled 
the  drscl7\er! 1 9 1  a i'lrr and 
rould he hearrl fur rn~leh 
around the c - r ~ u ~ i t r ~ s ~ d r .  7'hls 
ntarni rnerhrjd Wac used urll~l 
the  emj~io!rnent of' several 
h u ~ e  i r~rn ring:. a! vattous 
I r ) ~ ~ t i r m *  1 1 )  town shortly after 
the t u r n  th the century. 

THE RAILROAD 
d.s mrntloned previously. 

the  advent of the railroad ef+ 
fected a great change in the 
character of Hillsdale and its 
relation to the outside world. 

A chaster was  ranted by 
the state on March 14, 18x10 
the Hackensack and  N e w  
York RalErr~ad rompanv 
which he~tln cons! rucr [on of a 
21-mile line in the spring ol' 
1869. On Christmas Day nl' 
t h a ~  \-th:)r thr l l rhr  engine 
cr~lswd wh.11 i ~  nnw Hillsdale 
Avenue lorm~ng a link with 
the Erie Railway junction 
south of Carlstadt to  a p i n t  
just west of Hillsdale Av~nue  

"History o f  Hil l sda le -Part  I n  cantvd.  

which was its temporary ter- 
minus. When Hsilsdale Sta- 
ticm was opened for use of t he 
public on March 4.  1870. 
thrre were only six houses 
wirhin a half-mile radius of 
the site. 

Hiilsdale residents were 
psc)rninent En the organiza- 
tirm ot the pioneer railroad. 
Its president was David P. 
Pattersi~n: Henry (;. Hering 
was first secretary; and .John 
Alfred Storms was the went 
for the first statron. 

Equipment was primatire 
with wtoden. open-platform 
cars Ihr pasengrs  and wood- 
hurning stoves st eirher end 
uf r b e  car tilr heat 

The tiny railroad's first 
engines were wood-burners 
huilt in Pa te r snn .  T h e y  
ramained in service until 
IRYY. Coal burning engines 
were inrrtduced in 1874, and 
one en~ ine .  No. 2. was adem- 
ed with the name "'Hillsdale" 
on its sides, Shortly after 
lRTIJ, the 2 l  rnmlles of track 
were extended northward 
tmm Hillsdale to Haverstrew, 
S.Y. and was known as the 
Hackensack and New York 
Extension Railroad. The two 
line* were r n r r ~ e d  in 187.7 into 
the S e w  Jersey and Sew York 
R o i l r o a d  Crr. A n  1879 
t ~meteble indicates five round 
trips per day between .Jersey 
City and Hillsdale and nne 
rtrund trip f'reight train. Corn. 
rnuta~ ion hetween Hillsdale 
and Xew York fusing the  
ferrvr was 514.50 per month 
W I I ~  R (me-way fare col i t in~ 73 
rents. In 18% ~6he N.Y. and 
\ . J  h i l m a d  was leased to 

1 ht. $:rip Ra~lrttad. 
\Vhen Hillsdale hecame a 

li*wrlhhip In hts clwn right in 
1H98 the  railroad's e n ~ i n e  
rc~undhuuse and car shops 
were lilcated in zhp <own. Two 
Iocal residents Ruhin W. Jep- 
snn was superingenderit of 
motive p w e r ,  and L.B. Van 
Wagnnen was superintendent 
r l l  t h e  c a r  s h o p s .  The  
rnilr4ud'.s wnter tank, coeling 
statir~n and turn table wereal1 
I t ~ a r e d  in Hillsdal~ and gave 
a healthy stimulant ro the 
economy of' the cornnrunity. 

Thr rmms over the railroad 
station. first used as the 
superintendent's office, later 
served a multitude of pur- 
prhes in Hitledale: the Ftre 
k.ssrlciation and Tmpmvtment 
Assoc~ariu~i me1 there; it  was 
the site uf early services for 
rhe Episcopal Church; local 
political or~enizations used 
the offices, and they later 
were converted into a real es- 
tate and insurance office. 
R! rheturnofthe?Othcen- 

1ur.t.. rhe First phase o f  
Hillsdale's growth was well 
under way, due in l a r ~ e  phrt 
to the corning nt therailroad 
and t h ~  prominent part the 
town played in its operation. 
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Township Of Hillsdale- 
The Years 1900 To 1923 

HfLLSDALE - In the  
prev ious  i s s u e  pf t h i s  
newspaper, t h e  firat segment 
of a four-pert series presen- 
ting a condensed History of 
Hillsdale dealt with t he  
hmtory OF the community 
from Colonial days to the turn 
of the 20th century. 

Thb week's ee ent will F r e v ~ t w  the period rom 1900. 
which was just two yeam after 
the  incorporat ion of The 
Townghip of Hillsdale on 
March 25.1898, t h u g h  1922. 
This period includes World 
War I and the entire era dur- 
ing  which Hillsdale was 
yoverned as a township. 
Hillsdale adoptej ita present 
horotqh form of, government 
April 24, 1923. : 

During the p e r i d  1400 
through 1922. the m w t h  of 
Hillsdale Townahip remained 
RIM. The character of the 

town was still mral with far- 
ming the principal occupa- 
tion For those of its residents 
who did not c o m m u t e  to jobs 
in the l a r ~ e  nearby cities of 
New York, Jersey City and 
Pat erson. Local storekeepers, 
businessmen and officials of 
the railroad were in the main 
the comrnun~ty leaders who 
ran the town. 

organizations such as the b y  
Scouts and the establishment 
of t o w n  p a r k s .  
One of t h e  l a e t  l a n d  

alignments in the Pmcack 
Valley took place in 1906 
when "all thst territory in 
Hiltdale Township east  of 
Demares t  Avenue-Ceder 
Lane and an imaginary line 
due north-and the northeast 
p e r t  of Weetwood ( t h e n  
known as E a s t w d ) "  w m  
f o r m e d  i n t o  River Vale 
Township, leaving the b u n -  
dariea of Hilldale as they srt 
today. Eupene E. Rich wiw 
mayor of the town in tha t  
year. Fmm 1900 until March 
1901, the township commit- 
met in a m m  over Abram C. 
Hering's gmre on Broadway 
which is now the building 
housing t h e  Westwood- 
Pascack Valley Board cf 
Realtors. In the lgtter year 
the rneetin~ place was shifted 

to Hilldale Manor on north 
Broedwey (since demoliahedl 
where it remained until May 
7. 19M when meetings were 
held in Fireman's Hall-the 
present borough heli. 

Rai l road and  Summi t  
Avenues (now Broadway) 
received the fimt macadam in 
the town in 1992. Special elec- 
tions i n  1907 a n d  190% 

A public meeting April 7, 
1900 petitioned t h e  townehip 
committee to appropriate 
$200 tu irnpmve the preaent 
Memoriel Park. In lgOS trees, 
planta and.  flowere were 
planted in the perk a n d  
Willism Hozenthaler was 
assigned park caretaker in 
1921. In the same year the 
town puwhesed a flagpole for 

the park, and an Honor Roll 
Cornmitte was appointed to 
honor World War 1 se r -  
vicemen. k huge boulder wasf 
brought to Hillsdale on a 
railroad flatcar. In attemp- 
ting to transfer it to  the park, 
t h e  boulder fell off  t h e  
transfer vehicle. Several 
meetings were held on the 
problem. It was decided it 
was loo costly to attempt to 
move t he  boulder.  60 i t  
remains t d a y  where i t  fell 
just behind the present bus 
shelter on Broadway. 

I t  was decided Ln 1922 to 
erect the  present granite 
monument in the park. 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 
ARE INSTALLED 

The  Lynion Electr~c Com- 
pany was granted a franchise 
on May 19. 1900 to erect poles 
and wires for electric lights in 
Hillsdale due tort pm-1 by 
Genest M. Ot t ignon .  In 

CQMMUNlW SERVICES authorizd the issuan= of a February 1901. the k q e l l  
btai of W.000 in bonds to C ~ ~ n t v  Gas & Electric Ca., 

The most  noteworthy 
characteristic of the two 
decades under consideration 
was the evolution of com- 
munity ~rv icee  and utilitieg 
which are today taken for 
granted. The era saw the 
birth of the fire and police 
departmenls, modern made, 
t h ~  mrnlng of electrlc lighta 
end the telephone. water 
mains and fire hydranu, new 
a n d  l a r g e r  s c h o o l s .  

macadamize all  accepted 
n t m t s  in the town. The atate 
matched the sum in aid. The 
impor tance  placed upon 
mads at the time is shown by 
the fact that 232 of the toam's 
240 eligible votere in the first 
elect~on approved the bond 
iusue. In 1910 the County 
Freeholdem replaced the imn 
bridge on Broadway mnnec- 
ling with W e s t w d  and  e w- 
cond connectton through 
Hopper Street which is now 
Kinrl~rknmack Rnnd 

aAgmwth of the former 
company, waa granted a 
f r a n c h h  to lay gas mains and 
erect nlectric lights in the 
town. Both companies were 
later abearbed by the preaent 
Public Service Caa and Elec- 
tric CO. 

In 1902 the sum of $200 was 
voted by the town "for the 
electric I l g h t ~ n g  of public 
~treets, to replace oil l a m p .  
32 candlepower lighta to be 
placed on various streets in 
ihe township." 

A franchise wan granted the 
N.Y. and N.J. Telephone Co. 
on May 7, 1900 to a m  poles 
and atring telephone wires in 
the town. The first telephone 
was instalIed in the home of 
Thomas C. Dernatest on 
Broadway supervised by Ed- 
mund L. Greenin, a tocal 
 owns ship committeeman. 
The telephone company later 
became the preaent-day N.J. 
Bell Telephone Co. 

Mr. Greenin in 1903 was 
appointed by the Townahip 
Committee to secure water for 
Hilldale, and on Sept. 9, 
1903 a water franchise wae 
granted ta the Hackensack 
Water Company. Two miles 
of water maine and 24 fire 
bydrante were installed short- 
ly  thereafter. 

The mt ofice in 1898 was 
haused in the  hack of a store 
owned by John F. Winters 
(the LAdy building) who war 
pwtmaster. In 1913, John W. 
K ~ n d i o u t h  bepama pmt- 
meetes and  the hrst w d  
frame p a t  office was built. 

POLICE DEPT. 
TAKES FORM 

Protection of public proper- 
ty and law enforcement in 
Hilhdale was maintained by 
mnatables elected annually 
until Feb. 4. 190R at which 
time Albert W. Rawson and 
Chris t ian  Dies were ap- 
pointed "special offwed'' to 
assist the constables. Yhey 
heid ofIice until July 1913. 

Early town records show 
thst the townehip clerk wan 
authorized May 6, 1901 to 
purchase a part of handcuffe 
for the constable and tl second 
pair on June 2,1W2. The first 
t ref ic  ord~nance was paseed 
June 4. 1900 "prohibiting 
hicycle riding on the paths 
upon the roadsides." and on 
May 5, 1902 a speed limit of 
e~ght  miles per hour through 
the townehip wan ee~ablished 
for motorcyclw, s u b  end 
bicycles. On July 2. 1906, the 
conetables were ordered to en- 
force the state n u b  iawa. 

The Bergen County Detec- 
t ive h. (later to become 
the New Jeraey Rangers  
D e W l v e  kaan.1 wan organiz- 
ed Sept. 10, 1912 with ita 

C 





Borough Of Hillsdale 
~ u r i n g  Years 1923-1946 

HIUSDALE - During the 
year 1922 the Civic Assrda- 
tion. after canvassing he will 
of the residents. presented a 
petit ion to rhe Township 
Committe~ expressing the 
opinion that the community 
had outgrown the township 
form of government. 

Afi a resulr. the State 
LcepLlaturr pashed an act on 
March 2. 192% incorporating 
the Bnnlugh of' Hillsdale. The 
r e s i d e n t s  r a t i f i e d  I he 

I'hr fws! borough meettng 
hall was in Fireman'u Hall 
until December 4. 1923 when 
the council met in the old 
school  hu i ld ing  on 
Mapolia Avenue. In 1927 the 
borough acquired the  
Fireman's Hall fmm the Ex- 
empt Fireman's h n  . and the 
first mnc i1  meeting waa held 
in the present h u g h  hall m 
Dec. 11. 1928. 
C Q M M U N r n  SERVICES 

ARE EXPANDED 

- - -  
Hillsdale via Broaaway 
between Pearl River and 
Westuood. In lW7 the Spring 
Valley Btm GO. begun a run of 
five bussee from Spring 
Valley to Jersey City through 
Hilldale. Rockland Caaches 
b a n  their current tuns from 
Spring Valley to New York in 
the 1940's A.J. Tiedeman 
operated  b u s e s  f r o m  
W e s t d  to R i d g e d  via 
Hilldale and provided taxi 
service in Hillsdale from 1921. - - - - - -~ . - - - - - - - - - -- 

legirlature'n action in  a During the two decades 
referendum held April 24, &tween 1923 and 1947, the 
1WJ. Th tirst Meror and new b g h  begen to im- 
C o u n c i l  wag e lected pmvt community seryi_c_er. 
Nnvember 12. 1923 and took me Patternn stmi bridge 
ofire the same day with mr the pwack ~~k was 
 hen^ J-  Werner as Mayor- ' b d t  by the county in 1925. 

The principal officials in Mditional horn- began to 
the first hmtlgh family were: -tructe,j in he WMhing- 
Crwneilrnen G.G. Graf. W.R. ton Park hvelopment in 
L i s ~ n g d ,  Frank Scott. M. 1926 at the then h m a m t  
Taradash. Han-ey E. Herinp F- west of B m d w a ~  and 
and C,A. brentt:  Collector- Cenfrai Avenue- Streets in 
Treasurer, George W . Saul : the Glenbrook Park Develop- 
Clerk. George hl. Yaies: ment were laid from 1926 
&,muph En~neer. H.C. Her- f b ~ g h  1928- Axel Gustafmn 
ink. Jr.: and Assessor. John Wag n p ~ i n t d  as the first 
W. Kinmout h. Garrett A. wigned Road D e ~ m m e n t  in 
Srormr a long tenure 1925 with equipment con- 
as &Irouph Clerk from 1926 sisting of a whedbarmw and 
through 1931. ~ m p r p  iv. Beh- hand tools. William Diefen- 
r{rk wrved as Bornugh ~ 1 -  bach was named foreman of 

Itmm 19": his the department in March 
death in 1W.i. 1929 and held the position for 

The first borough bnerd 10 20 Years. 
he applrinted 1 he ~~~d The 1-1 Civic k i a t i o n  
o f  H e a l t h  f o r m e d  in  h a d  u n d e r t a k e n  t h e  
November 1g.z:j with b l p h  be~utific~tion of Memorial 
H. Stever as chairman. It Park up the summer of 
rook more t ban 20 yea? to The WuP d h l v e d  
fill out the borough-s present In July Igz5 and P ~ n t d  
(,peratinp boar&: tlte Plan- the borough a check for 
n i n ~  Board organized Nov. 9. =I-50, -1 bank 
192; with W.W. Livengod. mutt -g that she 

bnjnn b r d  af f* - -  be u d  - for ~ beautifica- 
~djustrnent on J& 23. 1929 
with .J.C. Hansen. rhai&an; 
Shade Tree Commission in 
April 1931 with R. Labman, 
c h a i r m a n :  Munic ipa l  
Assistance Commission on 

tion of loeel parks. 
The first bue line nerving 

Hilldale went into operation 
h t .  15. 1924 when Avolir 
~rinspwtrtion Co. of R t e r -  
a n  ran a line fmm Rillndale 

MODERN POLICE 
4ND FIRE UNITS 

Lawrence J;FOIC): was ap- 
pointed the first regular Chief 
of Police with the adoption of 
a Police Ordinenee July 13. 
1928. Jam& A. Holland and 
William F. Bulach, who later 
wrved a6 chief, were ap- 
po inted  f i r s t  regular 
patrolmen. The Board of 
Trade doa4ted the preeent 
kiouk police booth to the 
brawgh on C h r i i m ~  Day 
1925, m d  the -first traffic 
lights were inatalled on 
Hiilsdals Avo. and Broadway 
in July 1927. The first police 
patrol car wes purehad in 
lW6 and the police head- 
quartem was moved to ita p e -  
sent site in borough ha11 in 
January 1931. 
A Mack combination hook 

& ladder truck was purchased 
for the fire department in 
April 1926. T h i ~  wus replaced 
in 1911 by a Ward LaFrance 
Cities Service Truck which 
saw about 15 years of service, 
and a Sanford pumper and 
hone truck purchased in 
March 1929 was 4 fw mwe 
than 20 yearn. A local 
fireman. Albert Weeterwh. 
won firnt prize in a ladder 
climbing contest on Nw. 8, 
1931 at the State Fiimenb 
Home in Boonton. During the 
deprmion a Welfare Com- 
mit- of the Hillrdale Fire 

,June 23. 193 with Williem B. s t a t i o n  to Paterron via Dept. was sctive h m  1929 
Tern. chairmen; Parks md Paseack Raed and HilIodrhe through 1592. ?'he p-ck 
Ylaxpunds Commission on Ave. On NOW. 3.1924 the Park Valley Firemen's &. wm 
Jul! 16. 1945 with George Ridge Transportation Ca. formed in 1945 with Hilledale 
Aklman.  chaiman. received a franchise t o  as a charter membr.  b a r  

operate two busses through Bartaid sewed ar prwident 
in 1948. 

Local Revisw 
Apr. 5,  1973 

The Ladiw Auxiliary of the 
Fire h. wae dimlved May 
12, 1924 and rsorgnnized as 
tha Mia' Auxiliary of the 
Exempt Firemenbe A m .  with 
37 members and Mm. W. 
Werkeiser ae fuat pmident . 
The present Ladiea' Auxiliary 
of the Fire Dcpt. w a ~  orgmiz- 
ed with 18 members and Mm. 
Ann Farley as president. 

The  f i re  department  
erected and presented r 
World War 11 Honor Roll to 
the bornugh on Memorial Day 
3442 with &tan1 chef R.C. 
Appeld making the presenta- 
tion. The roll was built by 
former  Ch ie f  Charles 
Westphal and conmined the 
nmwa of 4S5 man and women 
labp 11 mm 
whu had given their lives for 
their country. The depprt- 
mnt  maintained the rot1 in 
the pwk and Iatsr donatad it 
to the American hgim Post 
whers it EM be seen at the 
posl home on w o n  Drive. 

SCH001S-CHURCHES 
AND LiBRARY 

In 1938 an addition of nix 
clawroom end the 800 seat 
auditorium was built on the 
original 12-mom echo01 on 
Magnolia Avenue which i6 
now the George G. White 
Schaal. High mhwl dudents 
attended Park Ridge and 
Westwood high ~ h o o l s  on a 
tuition banis paid by the 
Hilldale diatrict. 

A meeting of local citizens 
on June 16, 1935 laid the 
ground-work for a public 
library in Hilldale with Miss 
Sarab Vander CIute playing a 
leading de. A small store on 
the north nide d Hillsdale 
Ave. Wa6 ddicatsd ae the 
library on Jan, 20, 1936 with 
dudge Walter, McIntyre 
preeenting the key to M a p  
John G. Haneen. On Nov. 3, 
1838, Hilladale voters made 
the Free Library a permanent 
institution, and the borough 
received a gift of 4500 books 
in a debt-free libmy on Jan. 
1, 1937. In March 1938, the 
librety moved acroee the 
m e e t  to Ltddy Building. 
Fimt librarian was Mrs. Rutb 
Newman, Judge McIntyre 
was pmidenr of the tnuhwa 
for many yeam. 



Holy Trinity Episcopal LOC.\L CLUBS AND T h e  H i l t s d a l e  C i v i c  T H E B U S ~ ~ E S S L I F E  
Church on Hillsdale Ave. CIVIC  ORGANIZATIONS Association was incorporated QF THE C O M M U ~ ~  
became a self-sustainrng on August 8, I945 with 15 
par~sh in May 1945 with Rev- In the two decades follow- trustees and Frank D. Peters ~h~ ~~~i~~~~ -istion of 
Rithard A8hf0rd a8 Ithe first ing 1920. Hillsdale saw the 5s -president. The W u p  met Hrlladale organized in the 
Rector of the parish. ornanization of a wide variety t w ~ c e  monthly, sponsored fall of 1932 and incorporated 

Mrs. Helen Riley donated of cluhs, civic organizations. social events. published a i n  june 1933. 1~ first presi- 
the land for the first St. John and business groups which news Ietter mailed free b dent L~~~~~ Mey er. 
the Baptist Catholic Church, played a large pert in the local residents and installed Trustees were leading local 
then a mission, on the muth  community life of the town. "Welcome" signs at the en- bus inessmen:  M i l t o n  A .  
side of Hillsdale Ave. Gmund In 1925 t he  HiIIsdale trances to Hilledale on prin- Zahriskie, Ira Dune, Wiljjttm 
was broken April 4. 1925 by American Legion Pcst wae cipal mads. G e n s h e i m e r ,  B e r t h o l d '  
Fsther O'Donnell and lay reorgan ized  a n d  Kenneth In 1928 the  Hi l ladale  H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ J ~ ~  T. Fast.fis 
trustees Mayor Henry  J.  Anderson was elected Corn- hpubllcan Club wailotganiz. &&ion, which the ' 
Werner and John T. Buckley. rnander, in 19'29 the  post was ed as the outgrowth of the Se-, fore- ru nner of the  present 
The church was dedicated incorporated under the name cond Distr ict  Republican H lEsda le C h a  b e t  of 
Dec. 13, 1925 with Father o f t he  General Leonard Wood Club which had been in ex- Commerce, was instrumental 
rernellus A. Cwcoran lnstall- Post 162. The property where istence for several rears unde? in obtaining better street 
ed as first resrdent pastor on t h e  Legion Hut now stands on. the  leadenhip of Clarence V. lights for the business sectLon 
Oct, 14, 1927, Rev. Thomas J. I.epo81 Place was purchased Shuttlewunh. It pledgtd to ,, d t h e w id  e n in g o f  
Duffy was appointed pastor in 1931) and hgionllaires con- maintain the principles of the Broadway. 
on June 1, 1945. He is  structed the present head- Republican Pasty and toelect The Hillsdale Netionat 
presently Nonslgnor DuRy quarters largely with donated .loral officldr who stood for Bank, predecessor of t he  
and pastor emeritus of the labor end m a t e r ~ a l s ,  The  -crxrd G~~~~~~~~~ .. Pascack Valley Bank and 
patish. The church sponsowd bui !ding was dedicated in M ~ ~ .  wi l  l i a m  B. T ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Trust Company, was organiz- 
b y  Scout k p  91 which 1932 as "Veterans Memorial the ~ i l l ~ d ~ l ~  ed 11.1 1926. The first b r d  of 
received a charter May 1, I-Iall," Parent -Teacher Assnckat ion Directors mns~sted of John T. 
1944. Tmop chairman was G .  The American kgion Aua- ,,, instrumental i n  osganiz- Buckley, Edward P. Davis, 
McAlter, and Willram Kovac iliarv of Post 16'2 was granted ing the ~ i l l ~ d ~ l ~  R~~~~~~~~~ Wil l i am W .  Livengood ,  

a charter July 1, 1927 wlth committee in 1933 wrtt., 25 Charles A. h r e n t z .  Anton 
SCOUTS AND OTHER "e'en member3 and Mrs. membess+ The committee was Maksche. Bernard T. Raffer- 

LOCAL QRG&VIZAT(QNS 'ogler as president. later sanctioned by the bIayor tY. John A. Schlotterbeckl 
At a meeting a t  t h e  horned ,,d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l  ~~~~d of Albert H.  storm^, Henry J. 

The D o u b l e s  C l u b  af Mrs Paul Clerke the Sun ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ .  H~~~~ F, ~~~~h~~ Werner and George M. Yates. H~l l sda le  w o n s o r e d  BOY Dtel Garden Club w a s  ,,, chairman the In January 19!!7 W. M e t l e  - 
Scout Troop 106 chartered organized with 28 members ,,tt,, from 1935 to 1g42 HOWman was elected caehier 
with 12 boys i n  F e b ~ u W  1945 and Mrs. Clerke chosen as  i t  to aperafp dur- with Edward d.  Hauck and 
under the leademhip of J. president. T h e  l a t e  T.A. inR the years, Mra. Claudine Davis  a s  
Edward h h m a n .  C u b  Pack Westun was one of the leaders I, 1941 a ser. a s i a a n t s .  Deposits, at the 
91 sponsored the HO~Y of the club from I929 until hie 1 u n c h e s  a t  t h e  close "f the firgt day of 
Kame Society of St. John the death in 1446. The club did 
Reptist  Church was invested much beautify ] w e ]  p r b ,  playgrounds during summer business were 952.m.83 in 

programs was j n s t l  r led.  110 ~ c c o u J I ~ S .  Total W s O U r c ~  
Sept- 28, 1945 with 3I Young stimulate gardening in the l\llanv of the r e c r e a r i c l n  were $101,919.83. Ten years boys in  six dens. town and planted treesalong proflams now carried on bv later on Aprll l ,  1936 when 

Mrs- John J -  Merritt was principal roadways. The club [he  Hillsdale ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ i  t h e  b a n k  moved  ecroea captain of the first Scout donated the sun dial now in ~ : ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ , ~ ~  concPlced Bmadway to its first bullding 
I n  ''24. The "L1b of Memorial Park in I931 !and b,, $he bcrearinn a t  i t s  present tocation, 

the Troop  was later  a memorial  t o  Mr.  ~',,,i~~~,,, resources amounted to 5667,- 
or~anized in 1927 with Mn, weston, 
W i l l ~ a m  Bach as captain. T h e  From ~ t s  earliest days. 971-46 

The Hillsdale Branchof the HillsdslP won a reputation as The first automobile a p n -  
and American Legion Hackensack Hospitel Aux- t h e  home of cy in Hillsdale was opened in 

Post were instrumental in ikiav was formed i n  M~~ 1935 alhletic teams. The H~llsdale 1909 by Ira Durle who sold or~anizinf!  other boy the home of Mm. G e m t t  A C, ,,, known a ~ l  the Jacknnn cam a t  the e ~ t e  of the and girl Scout troops over the ~ ~ ~ ~ d h ~ ~ d  kt next 
next decade and they played count! for its charnpionsh~p present Durie Motqm on UP- 
a leading role in- local ac- 

meeting Mrs. Broadhead was baseball teams. Later the per Broadway. Dune took on 
elected president by the 25 Hillsdale Saxons and teams the Oakland franchise in 1922 tivities during World War If. members of the goup, M ~ ~ ,  

sponsored by various huslness and was the Studebaket dia- 
Three Scout Thomas Mullen served as f i rms on tradition tribufor from 1917 until the 
were organized in 1939 with president from 193$ through 
54 girls by t h e  Willsdele PT,4. 19a, 

of fieldinp: winning teams. company went out of 
i n  1966. He also had the 

Under the sponsomhip of Oldsmobile agency from 1932 
t he  Hi l l sdale  Methodiat through 1940and the Cediilac 
Church, The Young Doubles agency from 1936 W 1W. The 
Club was organized by Rev. business is now operated by 

' ~ u r l  Hsrnpton. The club was Ira Durie Jr.  and his son, 
non - sec tar i~n with the Keith. 
alm of promoting Christian 
Eellowship among the young 
married couples of Hitlsdale. 
The club which becarne The 
Doubles Club in 1946 apon- 

-- - - sored Boy Scout Troop 108. 







H i  llsdale e n a b l e d  Jcrhrl F. D c ~ w d ,  
a D e m o c r a t ,  to b e c c l m e  t he  first 
rflernber o f  h i s  p a r t y  t o  be elected 
Mayor o f  Hillsdale. Dowd s e r v e d  
w i t h  distinctinn in 2956 and  1957 
presiding aver an all-Republican 
eauncll. His appainkment o f  Walt- 
er T. W i t t n ~ a n  a s  B o r n u g h  Rt torrley 
has v ~ e v e r  beerr changed as W i  ttrnarr 
and h ~ s  f i r m  h o l d  t he  o o s l t i c ~ n  
t clday. 

During the past decade, t he  
H i  1 l s d a l e  C o u r ~ c i  1 has contained 
several D e m o c r a t s  b u t  never a 
Dernclcratic Mayar slvlce D c l w d 3 s  
t e r m .  

BDROUGH SERVICES TRKE PRESENT 
F D R M  

Over t h e  past t w o  decades Hil- 
l s d a l e 7 s  rnun~cipaL services be- 
gan ta t a k e  their present f o r m .  
In 1348, William Diefenbach was 
foreman af the R ~ a d  P e p t .  w i t h  
t w o  men, a road  grader, on t r u c k  
and a gasoline operated street 
sweeper. 

T h e  present borough garage was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  in 1966 when Gilbert 
E. Frtsch was Mayar and R o b e r t  
R a c r t e  w45 Stipt. o f  Flub1 ic Wnrk.5. 
En 1973, the de~artrnent is head- 
ed by Jnseph D7Rrn lca  as superin- 
tendent  a i  28 full-time employ- 
ees,  the l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  Pascack 
V a l  ley. The depar tment  clwns 
seven t rucks and eight a t h e r  
pieces a f  equipment. R11 m a i n -  
tenance af equi prnent including 
t h e  ~olice and f l r - e  d e p a r t m e n t  
veh 1 c i es 1s oePf c ! ~ - r : l e r j  tsn 'b he 
prenlises o f  t h e  DPW, In 1351 
t h e  bor-ough began m u n i c i  p a l  
gar-bage  ouckl-tp. I n  R c e g ~ ~ s S  1'372 
s i x  g a r b a g e  t rucks  began t w l c e  
w e e k l y  tkqark pickup on Wednes- 
days c~vering t h e  entlre com- 
rn11rrl t y. 

Studies aimed at a municipal 
s e w e r  program were begun in 
1953 under Mayor Lester  E. 
B r e r n e r .  The present Borough 
C l e r k - R d r n ~ n i s t r a t o r  S .  Hal l- 
o ran  was an t h e  first sewer 
r c l n ~ n l i  t tee i n 1959. Unaer 
Mayor Gilbert E. Pusch i n  
1368, folcrr sewer contracts 

w e r e  let in rapid sucression 
backed by Sc~nd issues t o t  a1 l n g  
914, 168, The ent i s-e communi - 
ty w a s  scwered by 1378 at a great 
s a v i r ~ g  ta t h e  taxpayers. Ccrun- 
ci l r n e n t  R u c h a r - a  B u t  t e r w c ~ r t h  arrd 
l van S a t  t e r n  were 5 rtst rument a1 in 
c;luidinq t he  ser4er progt-am to i t s  
comwlet ion. 

The n e w  firehouse on Hillsdale 
avenue was completed in 1957 un- 
d e r  Mayor- Dnwd and art a d d i t  icln o f  
a second story was;  r c l n s t r u c t e d  
in 1968 undek* Mayor Pusch. 

The Hillsdale Flmbulance C a r p s  
began operat  ions Feb, 1, 1954 
and t h e  new b u i l d i n g  now owned by 
the  coy-ps b e h i n d  the firehouse on 
Washington dvenue w a s  completed in 
1968. 

J u d a e  Waltet- 3. Mrlntyre serv- 
ed a s  president o f  t h e  Board a f  
Trustees caf t he  HL l lsdale Free 
Pub1 ic LI brary f r c m  1348 unt i k 
h ~ s  r - e t  lrement  TI 137E', t h e  year 
in which an extensive expansion 
program was complef ed at t he  
at t he  library an Hillsdale Rv- 
enue. 

Qt the beginning of  1973, the 
1 i brary had 5B, G?G?tE vcrl unies on its 
shelves. Mrs. B e t t y  F. Malane is 
f u l l - t  rnte l i brari2.n 1r1 charge o f  
o f  a s t a f f  o f  several p a i d  and 
vclZ u n t  eer assist ant 5.  Mrs. Dorothy 
H, Ward is president ~15  t h e  B o a r d  
o f  Tr1.ts.t ees. 

T h e  present United States  Pus5 
Office buildlng w a s  opened in 
March 1968 w i t h  Calvin P l ~ e r  a s  
postmaster. H e r n ~ a r ~  O r f  inl, a 
l~r~rr;-- t ime ernolctye I::F t h e  gclst c l f -  
f i c e ,  1s now ac t  l r r g  as pctstrnaster 
fell 1 I:IW i ng f he ret; i rernerlt CIS P e s t  - 
mastet- F 1 l  p e r  e a r l y  t h i s  year-. 

POLICE RND FIRE DEPfS. EXPUNDED 

In 3948 t h e  Hillsdale F1olice 
Dcot .  ct=bnsisted c l f  C h i e f  R. F r a n k  
Sf oeckel, ~ a t r - a l r n e n  Frank Scott, 
J. G r e v e  and Gerald S c h m i d t ,  and 
orre patrol car. The h e a d q u a r a t e r s  
was lacated in t h e  rear of  the  
B a r n u g h  Hal 1. C h i e f  Stcleckel 
r-et r t-ed IT) 1369 and C a ~ t  air1 Ph i l- 
i p  J, Varisco was a ~ p c l i r r t e d  chief .  

The department in 1373 h e a d e d  by 



ChieT V a r l s c ~ : ~  c ~ 4 n s l s t s  c 1 - F  Lag- 
t a ~ n  Robert Schrartrrn arid 21 
c ~ t h e r  111f f~cers and man w i t h  G 
pollce vehicles as th r -3 -  d q . z -  
posal. T h e  headauartet-s 1s 
still in t h e  Pcrough Hall but  
will be located ln t h e  new 
Municipal b u i l d r n g  u p o n  i t s  
c o m ~ l e t  ivn Pate this year. 

The Hlllsdale Flre D e p a r t -  
nwnt was housed on t he  a r o u n d  
f lclor of t h e  p r e s e n t  Eror-clcrnh 
Hall i n  1348. R o b e r t  6.  R a w -  
son was c h i e f  OF khe 38 nem- 
b e r  depart r~ ient  i n  t ha t  year, 
and t h e  ecui nrnent cc lns l s f  ed 
rlf clnc pumger-  a n d  C C Y , ~  i701~1k. 
and laccor- e r : , r . g .  

t a l o t  o f  Hillsdale was Dyes- 
l d e n t  a f  the F'ar;catk. V a l  l e y  
F i r e r n e r r '  s Qs5ac 1 at i ctrr I rl 

1348. 
The d e p a r t m e n t  moved to ~ t s  

n e w  b u i l d i n g  on Hillsdale rive- 
url.\e i n  1'35'7. Fr-ankl yrr C .  GLi-~c!d.- 
er is c h i e f  for 1373 w l t h  R l c R -  
ard E. S c h r - e i b e r  c a a t a i v ~  r z t f  
Hook and  L a d d e r  Ccl. 1 arid M a 1  lace 
G. Brindise captain uf  Hase Crl. 1. 
The d e p a r t r ~ i e n t  has Fol-ir large. 
modern engines including a snor- 
k l e  pl.!niper, a c h l e f 9  5 car  and ertia?- 
gency veh icle. G e a r - g e  Schocrnuver- 
1s president of t h @  H ~ i L s d a l e  
V o  1 trnt eer Om nrt l a r r c ~  Ser-v i ce ; R ud - 
cllf C. R r ~ p e l d  1s c i e r ' k .  o f  t h e  
Board o f  Fire O f f i c e r s ;  a1*1d Dt-, 
Gerald Dctlan is Flr-e Deat. Sur- 
g ecw. 

In the fall o f  1372, t h e  fire 
department and ladies auxi 1 lary 
won several first p ? * i z e s  f t z ~ r  cctr~+r- 
~etitions an t h e  annual parade 
and ccdnverrtlon o f  t h e  N. Y .  arad 
N. 3. F iremert7 s Flssn. 

THREE NEW CHURCHES &RE 
CONST4UCTED 

Dt-krinq the perzoc! f ~ = r l  l c ~ w l n o .  1340. 
three new hcluses o f  W O Y S ~ ~ D  werP 
cctnstr-ucted ~ r - I  H 1 1 1 3 ~ ~ ; ~  a5 ti:e oar.- 
i s h  rnernbersh i D ul-~t grew t h e  car-1 q irral 
chur-ches. 

In 1754. HI 1 l s d a l e  iYet?cldist.-, 
built a new church across  Magno1 ia 
Rvenue from t h e  first c h u r c h  w h i c h  
bur-ned t t : d  t h e  or-cll-~nd. U chllrqch 

s c h c l o l  bui l d  ing w a s  c ~ : w t s t r u c t e d  
scum@ vears l a t  e r q .  R e v .  C a w - e n c z  
Y lc i~ard. ;  1s t h e  n r e s e n l :  c las tc~r-  

L: + t h e  C o n q r - ~ o z ~ : ~ .  ~ ~ j i - 1 .  

Yctly T v - l n l t y  E p i ~ c c : ~ n a l  L>utych 
cumple ted  a n e w  bcri l d l t - ~ q  a r c u P r ,  
the c~vl iqlnal  church on Hillsdale 
Rve n l ~ e  zn 1'356. !=lev. Jchn (5. 

Flllert is R e c t o r -  c1-F t h e  cangt-e-  
gat r cln. 

In f3G8, the ~ a r - i s h  a f  St. 
John t h e  H a ~ t  1st Har~r~iar C a k h o l  xc 
Ch l.\r-ch ~ - t r ~ d e r  f h e  Z e a d e r - s h  i p crf 

1 t s  r~arfos- ,  now Y I ? T T S L S T - ~ ~ -  'rh,,,- 
r t 7 . a ~  J. Dtuf f y  pastor-  ewer-it us, 
ccirnoleted a larre neb ch~-\?*c!. 
w i t h  an e n t r a n c e  o f f  c 1 a t f e r s ~ = ~ n  
F ~ l ; ~ - ~ p + ,  , p - ; '1.2q ,: .- 

F x n n e g a ~ t  is nciw pastor- o f  tb7e 

p a r - l s h  w h  i ch  a l so  s l d c s c r l ~ l r - t s  St. 
3c1hn t h e  B a p t  1st F1a:-.:~ch ial 
S c h l : ~ ~  3. . 

NEW MUNTCIPGL BUILDING 
U N D E R  URY 

In the  l a t e  fall o f  1973 u r r d ~ r -  
t h e  leadershim o f  Yayok- H i c h a r c :  
Ertg i ander, corlstr-ucf ic~rr was st,&?-- 
teil on a I a r - g e  new n ~ l a i r i r i o e ?  
bui  lding Sacirrq .k he f ir-ehouse ~=*n 
HI l lsdale Rvenue. - ' -he b u l  l c ' l r tn  
will R o l - r s e  a l l  bctrough l=lfflces, a 
n ~ e e t i n g  ha1 1 f c ~ r  t he  qa- lvpr r~ lna  
body, t h e  pc l ice deroar t  r . l e y ~ t :  a r ~ d  
Scczar-d of  Health faclllties. T t  
i s  sr5erltt led f o r - .  rctrrlui et i ort i ate 
in 1'373. 

EUSI MESS URER PUSiiES OUTWGRD 

Frctn? t h e  earliest days, Hxlls- 
d a l e 3  5 busirress  c ' l s t r~c t  was con- 
fined almost wholly to t h e  area 
sl . \r~ol.tnd l r ~ g  t Cle rai lr*ctad st 2.t ll,rl 
rlr~ Ecrcradway a n d  F1 i L i srla l c Rve~rl.le. 
I n  t h e  decade f r o m  L3E.8 t o  t h ~  

a rese r~ t  t h e  business avea rb-!shed 
r l u r t h w a r d  and s o u r - t h w a r - d  a l o n g  
&t-oadway a n d  i t s  s l d e  s?tTeet5. 
Valley Fa i t -  caened t9e fir-st 
shcluplnu c ~ n t e v  ~ r <  $-clwt-* 11-1 19133 
near t h e  Woadcl i f f' l a k e  Sa~t r rdary  
1 ;if a n  akiancril-gec! san .1  ol :;. The 
bl.\r-ni i.~q elf Knerfi g% h:.-Yb~-al.i, 
l o n ~  a Pet-aen County gather~ng 
p l ace "1:lr- R r o e r  i cans l:lf Ger-mar1  
aesrent and a meet ins alace "or 



Inca1 r e s i d e n t s  arrd c i v i c  affairs. 
i n  the l a t e  1458ys o p e n e d  ua an 
area east o f  the Fbascack Book. s u i t -  
able f a r  a large shopping center. 
T h e  center w a s  cmaerred i n  1970 alortg 
w i t h  a munnlclpal p a ? - k l n g  lot made 
by t h e  derna l i t i c tn  of several houses 
c ~ n  the sacrth side i ~ f  Hi?lsdale Pve- 
nue w e s t  of th e  railroad tracks. 

N. J. Eel 1 Telephone Compar~y built 
t w o  n e w  buildings on Broadway and 
several ather  new commercial bui ld- 
i n g s  were constructed on both ends 
a f  the  street. B o t h  Fascack Valley 
Bank R T r u s t  Company, ftlrmerly t h e  
Hi l lsdale Nat ional Fanld., and Prcl- 
gressi ve Savings and Loan R s s c t c i  - 
at ion bui 1 t n e w  headquarters on 
Hroadway and t h e  bank o p e n e d  a 
branch o f f i r e  in Old Tappan. The 
bank has announced plans 5 0  merge 
w i t h  the C i t  isens First National 
B a n k  o f  Ridgewoc,d, a n d  t h e  new 
Liberty Natlonal Bank is plan- 
ning to o p e n  for business i n  t h e  
former Pheifer's C o u n t y  Hearth 
Building on Broadway later t h i s  
year. 
The Hillsdale Business R s + x t c i -  

ation w a s  reorganized i n t o  t h e  
Hi 1 l a d w l e  Chamber  o f  C o m m e r c e  
w h i c h  has been active in t he  r c m -  
rncznity in recent years. The p r e s -  
ident f o r  1973 is R i c h a r d  Kelley, 
president o f  t h e  Pascack V a l  ley 
Bank & T r u s t  CQ. 

Several new organizations have 
been formed in Hillsdale in the 
pas t  decade. R 58 P l u s  C l u b  w a a  
aroanized by senior citizens, a 
H i  1 lsdale Brancl-r  o f  t h e  E1ascack 
Valley H~:csoital 9 c ! h i l  i a r v  WE,E  " z r -  
rned after  .the o ~ e n i r f q  1:lf t h e  hc1- 
soital, R Qeem~cr-a t i c  C l u b  w a s  01.- 

garri z e d ,  and a Veteranq s Cclurlci 1 
was f a r m e d  by the  Een. L e o n a r - d  
Wood P o s t  of t h e  Rrneriran Lc- 
gion and t h e  recently c h a r t e r e d  
H i  l l s d a l e  Post of t he  Veterans 
of F o r e i g n  Wars. 

L i t t l e  League f i e l d  c ~ f T  Hillsdale 
Rvencte w a s  improved. Peechwacld 
Park  recrcat i an area w a s  est a- 
blished w i t h  a n a t u r e  trail and 
t h e  m u s i c  shell o~ened in t h e  
p a r k  in 19b1 w i t h  a series 
o f  surflrner r o r r r e r t s .  New play- 
g r u ~ l r t d s  w e t - e  ooened ~n G l enbrrrok 
Park and a small plot of land l o f f  
w e s t  Hillsdale Rvenue was set  
aside as Halle lr-an P a r k .  

Mr-5. Clifton S. Prcrctt is ct4ra- 

rently president o f  the  Recreation 
C c c n ~ n t i s s r o n ,  and Jahrr E. Stubbs is 
chairman of t h e  Environment a1 Com- 
mission establlshcd by the bor- 
ough in 1363. 

The Hi 1 l s d a l e  Recreation g r e a t l y  
expanded i t s  o p e r a t  i or15 t 0 i r ~ c  l tide 
year-round act l v i t  ips in t h e  past 
ten y e a r s  under a paid director ,  
Joseph Talarno. The Mernrial Park 



Hillsdale Development 
Of The Land1870-1970 

By BOB FISHER 
HILLSDALE - The evolu- 

tion of the scattered hrms 
surrounding "Hilldale Sta- 
tion" at the coming of the 
railroad in 1870 to the pre- 
sent-day community of ap- 
proximately 3000 homes with 
a p p u l a t ~ o n  of 11,700 people 
was, in large part, the result 
of the sale over a century of 
multi-lot land developments. 

It will be noted that in 
many of the early develop- 
ments, the lots were very 
small in size. 25 by 100 feet. 
There were no zoning laws in 
the early days, but today a 
great many  of the early lots 
have been welded into much 
larger tracts, Many of the lots 
in Hillsdale's last lawe de- 
velopment west of Werimus 
Road contain From one-half to 
three-qyarter acre plots. 

FIRST DEVELOPMENT 
STARTED I N  1870 

The first development in 
Hillsdale consisted of Lots 
and Villa Plots sold by D. P. 
Patterson, president of the 
Hackensack and New York 
Extension Railroad Co. The 
dkveloprnent. which includ- 
ed a total of 151. SU or 100x200 
foot lots north of Pierrnent 
Avenue, and 288 lots of the 
same sizes south of Pier- 
mont, encompassed a[! of thc 
center of town except for a 
one-block wide swath bound- 
ed by Piermont and Hills- 
dale Avenues end going east 
from Broadway (then known 
as Summint Avenue). That 
open land belonged to A. A. 
Hopper. 6. S. Demarest, 
and .I. Tice. Lots and Villa 
plots took in property from 
just north of Serpentine Road 
(Knickerhocker  Avenue)  
south to the Pascack Brmk 
just beyond Lawrence Street 
and from Valley Street on the 
west to about Trinity Place on 
the east. The development 
was initiated in May 1870. 

Part of the Patterson land 
was later developed by Rachel 
Ackerman, who divided the 
property b tween  Piermont 
and Hillsdale avenuea from 
Central to Valley Avenue into 
# plots. 

Hillsdale Msnor, which be- 
gan as Hillsdale Terrace in 

January 1890, was the next 
major develr>prnent in the 
township. The Manor. Shown 
in plans suhmitted through 
1894, included some 2257 
plots generally uf 25 by 100 
ftxlt di rnensions from L~ncoln 
Avenue in the north to  Knick- 
erhocker and Piernlont ave- 
nues in ahe south and from 
Summit Avenue (Broadway) 
in the west. to St. Mary's and 
Raymond streets in the east. 
.A relazed d e v e l ~ l p m e n t ,  
known as the ..Park Lands," 
included snme 1% pplts of 
about the same-s~ze west of 
Summi t  Avenue a n  Park 
View Avenue Lake Dride. and 
South and IC'mt streets. This 
was the area of the Hillsdale 
Manor Ra~lruad Station. 

GLENBROOK PARK 
The area which is now 

known 8s Glenbrook Park 
began its develupment be- 
tween the turn of the century 
and 1910 when the Crest De- 
velopment Co. opened up 
land from Taylor Street east 
to Summit Avenue including 
t h e  Boulevard and Crest 
Road. 75, 25 x LOO plots were 
initially set out in that area. 
Development of this area was 
delayed for some years due to 
t h e  inab~l i ty  to obtain water 
mains. 
- The IMlsdatO Land And 
Improvement Co..  in 1913,, 
continued Eand development 
south of the Manor Park 
Lands from Bmkside  Place 
to the south s ~ d e  of Prospect 
Ptace and From the west s~de 
of Patterson Street to  Sum- 
mit  Avenue. 26, 25 x 100 foot 
lots were carved out of that  
area. 

EAST-C ENTER 
SIDE DEVELOPED 

D e v e l o p m e n t  o n  t h e  
eest/center side of town from 
Summit .&venue to Kinder- 
hamack Road was v~rtually 
finished w ~ r h  subdivis~ons by 
the W. J. Rich Development 
Co. from 1411 to 1914. The 
Rich Co. developed land 
along Conklin and Large 
streeta east from Magnolia to 
the area of Kinderkamack 
Road. The same company 
also developed the small area 
from Cross Street to Hills- 
dale Avenue including what is 

now Liberty Street, George 
and Park streets. A total of 
325 lots, 25 x 100 Feet in Di- 
mension were mapped out by 
this company. 

During the 1920'9, devel- 
opment  centered on t h e  
southwest section of the bor- 
ough with the  Overbrook 
Manor Development COW. 
parceling land fmm Hopkins 
Street south to  Demarest 
Avenue in c l u d i n ~  Overbrook . 
P l ~ u a .  Carlyle Place. and 
Buena Vista Avenue. These 
were 149, 25 x 125 foot plots 
in this  area. and the develop- 
ment included the Over- 
hrmk Country Club which 
was adjacent to a pml in Pas- 
cack B m k  called Prospect 
Lake. 

Later in the decade, the 
Washington Park Develop- 
ment Co. created 236 par- 
cels. again, 25 x 1150 feet in di- 
mension. on Everdell, Mid- 
land, and Highland avenues 
from Homestead Avenue 
north to Demarest Avenue. 
Development of that land be- 
gfin in 1928. 

TWENTY YEAR LULL 
I N  DEVELOPMENT 

There is no recorded Yand 
development in Hillsdale 
fmrn the Washington Park 
Development in 1928 to tha t  
of Taady and Allen in 1948. 

L o c a l  R e v i e w  
Apr.  12, 1 9 7 3  

TANDY AND ALLEN 
In .June 1948 the first plats 

were filed of a land develou- 
ment first called Brookdale, 
then S a d d l e w d  Hills, but 
more commonly referred to as 
the  Tandy and Allen Devel- 
opment. According to m a p  
on file with the county, that  
t t e ~ l m  -rapaftsea dC 
or the Eand l y i n ~  b e t w e ~ n  
Hillsdale Avenue, Saddle 
wood Drive a n d  Pascack 
Road. Appruximately 26 lots 
of 100 foot frontage and vary- 
ing depths were laid out in 
tha t  area between 1948 and 
the end of 1950. The develop- 
ment ~ncluded provislonw for 
a lake a t  the end of Shewcod 
Drive. The lake never even- 
tuated. Most of the land in 
this development cornpr~sed 
the farm last owned by Henry 
Clendennyr It was not untrl 
1972 that the last six homee 
were completed an Hillsdal~ 
Avenue a t  the site of the 
Clendenny farmhouse which 
pre-dated the Revolutionary 
War. 

LAST DEVELOPMENTS 
IN 2958 AND 1W 

Development of one of the 
Iast large tracts of open MiEla- 
dele land began in 1958 with 
the Chestnut Hills project 
which extended from Mel- 
ville Road to Werimus h a d  
and  from Werirnua Road 
north to Craig Road. 

The Royal Hills Develop- 
ment opened in 1968 stretch- 
ed west of Chestnut Hills to 
the Saddle Riwer border and 
north of Melville b d  to the 
Woodcliff Lake line. 



Local R e v i e w  - 
Hillsdale Had Glowing M r .  22, 1973:14 

Press 100 Years 

FIRST L A W  M E N :  The famous Rawson twine 
Alpheus and Albert, shown above in I 9  10, known as 
Ned ahd Herl, organized the New Jersey Rangers 
Detective Association and were among the first law 
men in the Pascaek Valley. The organization had its 
headquarters on Broadway, Hillsdale, end at one 
time had 2U members known as  "pursuers." Albert 
later became a judge in Hillsdale a n d  Alpheus later 
served on the Hillsdale Police Dept. 

More than 1Im ?ears %'()* a '  a nurn ber ot dwelling houses 
booklet published in 1870 for 
the  Purpose of attracting 
home painted a ~ I Q w -  
ing picture of the community 
as both a residential area and 

are going up within 
throw of the spot. The Vil- 
l a p  of Hillsdale has a popu- I 
lation of 2000, cM- 
tains two schuols, a church 

an  deal rite for industry and tnutrh ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ d l ,  a 1 
manuflrturing. manufactory, (seventy five by 

The booklet by Gmr~e  L.' 8 hundred feet in dimen- 
Catlin is titled: "Suburban j sions, and five stories his . , l , ,  
Humes for City Business Men, and four turning a l l  in 
on the Line of the  Erie Rail- 

- 1870." The preamble 
of the piece descri hes the pen- 
era1 area thus: 

"- a description of the 

ow,tion. 
"The Pascack Creek, form- 

,d by Mnfluence of 
ersl large brooks, furnishes a 
water power sufficient for1 

country adjacent to the east- [ourteen m i ~ l s ,  and, in this I 
em divis~un and branches of 8pect, o f ,  

h i l w a ~  and Nor- Hillsdale am mpecially w r -  
I them of New I thy of But i t s ,  

-toget her with  a claims as a place of residence 
merit Of inducements Offered 1 equally strong. The coun- 
for purchase a suburban 1 try is open, and eult i- ,  
residence in the rich valleys o f ,  vated, the air  is clear and ::: ~ ~ , " ~ f " , " ~ " ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  i healthful. the water pure and,  

the soil very fertile. The coun- : 
gion the Ramapo' Or the ' try roads affod oppottun- fair fields of Orange County." itles far delightful drives The cover of the prospec- 
tus further glorified Hillsdale rambles; two miles east of the 

with heavy use of exclama- station is the hill where t h e  

tion points as follows: unfortunate Major Andre was 

' T h o i c e  Locat ions  for hung, and where his remains 

Country Villas, GottaEes found a.resting place* 

Ruildinr Sites nt Hillsdale. their remowa' to native 
N.J. - - Fine Muuntaln Scen- 'OURt'J' a few years 

e r y ! !  R i c h  S o i l ! !  P u r e  Withing a half a mile from 
the Hillsdale Depot one may Waters!! No Mosquitoes! !" PU lcba of good 

the hard for $5W, while city plots, caai- descr ip t~on,  author Catlin 
waxed eloquent nver Hi [is- ly accessible from the cars, 

dale .  iVe quote h ~ r n  k e r  can be had at from $300 to  

batirn: $500. A visit to and an in- 

"Hillsdale. the present spection of this newly opened 
terminus of the road, and des- genemus'y6 re- 
tined at distant day, Jud- P ~ Y  thme who take an inter- 

Ring from the wonderful pro- e9t in the subject of 

gress made during the last six,  ban 
months. to  become an Impor- 
tant center of trade and tra- 
vel. The President of  the Ex* 
tension Road, D.P. Patterson 
Esq., resides near the depot, 
and within a circuit of a half- 
mile are the abodes of a num- 
ber of old and wealthy inha- 
hitants of the county. A large 
hotel, capable of accom- ,  
[nodating 250 guests, is in 

I course of erection. a fine new, 
country store, well stocked, is 
already in operation adja- 1 
cent to the  station, and quite I 

A . ... 



Local R e v ~ e w  Mr. 22, 1973:15 

WOMEN'S LIB 1922 

Hillsdale Fire Ladies 
Captured N.Y. Press 

FBTI?. in 1921. e Women's Fire Dept, was organized in 
H i l l d a l e  with e ~ g h t  fully equipped mernbesa trained by t h e  
men 111 I he rewuler fire department. 

The Innuvatlon in fin-fighting in Hillsdale was believed 
n t l  he t h e  only p u p  of afs krnd In the world a t  that time. I t  
replured the imagination of the dally press in New York Ci- 
ty. Three ot the crt y's Eargest newspapers gave wide publici- 
ry t u  I he HlllsdaEe women's p u p  a t  a time when the leadera 
CII' t ~ d a v ' s  'm\C'ornen's Lib" movement were either u n b r n  or 
In .;waddline clothes. 

The S.Y. DAILY NEWS b e a m  the public presentation 
in 11s issue ol .June 6,  1929, with a picture of' the  eight 
Hdlsdntr girls in their uniforms holding a fire hose. 

On June 11. 19'12. in a Sunday edition, THE N.Y. 
EVESISG TELEGRAM presented a luIl-page spread with 
Wve pictures of the  female firemen in action under an eight 
ccblumn banner headl~ne:  "Where The Only Girl's Fire Force 
On b r r  h G t m  Inro Action." The sub-heads of the story ran  
as lidltrws: "Young Women Show Class in Ladder and Hose 
Work a t  Hil lda le ,  Ker  .Jersey" and "Uniformed Organiza- 
tltm. Trained hv t h e  Rawtars. Are in the Game in Earnest; 
Not i;or Fun; and ~ h a l t e n ~ e  lthe World." 

The  next day. the N.Y. EVENING WORLD in i t a  imueof 
Monday. J u n e  12, 1922, presented a similar fulE-page spread 
w ~ t h  pictures and a large artist's sketch of the  girls fighting 
a fire a t  a burning home. T h e  banner headline ran: "Fire 
L a ~ s ; ~ e s  Who Fight Flees Jus t  Like Men." T h e  story written 
h~ a repnrter who visited Hiltsdsle had the sub-head: 
"Hillsdale, &..I. Y o u n ~  Women Run A Fire DepaHment Of 
'The~r Own and Are T r a ~ n i n g  To W m t  'State Charn- 
irirtnship' Fr t~m The Men". 

( '~ ipie*  i d  the news sturies are preserved in the microfilm 
t i ruqraper  serriun 01 the N e w  York Public Lbrary e n d  May 
Rw read there Illonday through Friday. 
Ttw Fmturt pabfiahcd in the N.Y. EVEYNG WORLD is 

repnduced  b e l i h l k  a. its author wrote 11 almost 51 years ago. 

By R. BATCHELDER 
WII.I.SI)ALE - The pest 

k w  yeah have - e n  a decided 
slump in th r  traditional 
supremacy 01 man. N<)wadal;s 
we never flicker on eyebrow at 
the  t h o u g h [  of a woman 
lawyer. e woman doctor, a 
*wornen subway guard (still i n  
actinn in the Hudson tubes), 
R w o m a n  PIIFJ. a woman 
member of Con~ress,  a 
r o m t ~ n  m a v o r .  u r  a 
jurywman who sits up all 
n ~ g h t  and then goes home to 
Eer hreeklnst. 

Hut ilnQ civic activity which 
hn. hit herro been inviolate hy 
W I I ~ P I I  h a *  hecume a 
rnemclry. i n  - 4 1  tar as the male 
rnrtnop~ly is concerned. a n d  
will short  I.. w r  ~trlrphesy. 
hate as man? women on i ts  
rules BS any ut thrne we sopke 
of in t h e  first paragraph. 

Hi l lsda le .  N.J. hes a 
women's fire department .  

Though  only two weeks 
have passed since the town 
fathers decreed that women 
muld take their place with 
the men on the fire ladder, or 
at [he nozzle of the  hose, the  
whole town is proud of i t s  
female smoke-eaters, and is 
willing tn bet t h a t  before long 
wery town in t h e  country will 
follow i t s  example, end not 
merely allow. hut even urge, 
itR women to don the red 
helmet and prepare to subdue 
any unruly flames when the  
occgslon arises. 

I went t o  Hillsdale. an 
hour's ride from N e w  Yotk. to 
see  i f  t h e r e  really w e s  
anything to report tha t  the 
women of  the town were get- 
t l n r  ready to compete wi th  
the men for places on the 
mter of the several fire corn- 
nsnim 

F h t  I ~ k e d  a small bay 
when I alighted from t h e  traia 

"You htcher," he assured 
me. 

The proprietor o f  the 
leading drugstore likewise 
declared tha t  Hi l Ida le  really 
had women for firemen. He 
sent back to Assistant Chief 
Block, who is the station 
agent when the fire gong ia in- 
ective, and Chief Block went 
even further t h a n  that .  

"We most certainly haw," 
he asserted pxt ive ly ,  "Now 
you just go a c m  t h e  corn- 
mon and ta lk  wi th  Capt. 
T h d o r e  I. Haubner  of the 
chem~cal company. He can 
tell you el! about  it." 

At that p i n t  I began t o  get 
a good ~ d e a  nt' t h e  lar iety nf 
town to which P had come. It 
was similar tu many which 
m e  sees in Jersey beyond a 20- 
mile radius of Jersey City. In 
hack ol the station was the 
town square. with i t s  soldiem' 
monument  (st ~ l l  glo t~ous ly  
hedecked with ;Clernorial Day 
trihutesl.  Beyond tha t  was 
the main road. along which 
stretched. un the farther side, 
the dnzen nr fifteen shops of 
1 he town. The side streets had 
cornfurlahie houses, almost 
entirely screened from view 
hy profuse tallape and leafy 
bushes. Some r n r ~ h l  call i t  a 
-13 restful look in^ place." 
Ahout half of its menfolk 
commute daily to New Yosk 
and N e w  Jersey cities. The 
rest have local businesses o r  
farming interests. 

And that  is the sort of town 
w h i c h  holds the  world's  
recod For laying h m ,  as I 
later learned. and has just 
smashed a l l  precedent  by 
declaring that wh11e woman's 
place may he in t h e  home at 
certain hours, her place is on 
the fire truck as  soon as the 
rang rings. 

I then went over t o  Capt. 
Haubner's atore, a n d  he mon 
confirmed the opinion which I 
had a l r e a d y  iorrned t ha t  
everyone in Hillsdale was s 
confirmed firebug. Not the 

variety of  bug which atb fires, 
but that which has the timeof 
his life putting them out after 
they h a v e  s t a r t e d ,  a n d  
preventing them before they 
have a chance t o  begin. Capt. 
Haubner  confessed that  he 
w a s  once a N e w  York  
reporter, and that a good patt 
qf his job consisted in chasing 
the fire enginen around the. 
Tenderloin At tha t  time he 
caught the fever and he has 
never got over it. He and Fire 
Chief John E. Eutennhon 
(Bumnscheonl are ~ s p o n 5 1 -  
ble for this " h t  the women 
help put out the fire" move- 
ment .  

"We want to have 5 woman 
fire-fighter i n  e v e y  home In 
Hilladale," he  said, "and we 
have already made a etan 
which hat caueed more In. 
temt in New Jersey than 
election we ever had." 

And t h e n  he told me why 
and wherefore. There is an old 
tradit ion ~t aeerne, that e 
woman, when a lire starts. 
will thmw the mirror out the 

window. carry the  feather  
m a t t  res?; ca re f 'u l lv  down 
stairs, t h e n  relephrlne her  
husband on tnwn and ask him 
tu call up and tell the firemen 
that  the house IS hurninu up. ' 

Thls never held t rue In 
Hillsdale-no! by ROOO darn-  
s i ~ h t s .  But you ~ e t  the p i n r .  
nevert  h r l e s s .  M e n  h a v e  
s lways said loftily, "What 
does a woman know a b u t  
tire-iight~np"" And then, wlrh 
several pats on t h e  chest,  
"That 's a real man's job." 

As a result. the women of 
Htllsdale. like the  women of 
Larchrnont. Ely, Nev., or 
ping pin^. China. have always 
had t h e  ~ d e a  tha t  when a ket- 
t le  of fat falls into t h e  stove 
the first thrng t o  do is ger a 
pall of water and throw tt on 
the fire, thereby, bv the way. 
spreading the flames all over 
the mcm. 

The proper thing to do is t o  
take a h(K( nl ashes, a box of 
sand or  the ctmtents of a few 
flower pots, th row any of 
r hem at the base of the flames 
i f  a home e x t i n ~ u i s h e r  isn't 
handy  a n d  then  c a l l  t h e  
department .  But women ram- 
I? do that, because the men 
who wurk the hose and take 
cere of the b l ~  engines in t h e  
vulunteer department  hare 
never thought of telling about 
such incidentels a t  home. 

Moreover. out in HI tlsdaie. 
where every man i s  a born 
and brought up  fireman, the, 
have huge  metal  rmgs  at 



" H i l l s d e l e  Fire Ladiesm eontNd.  

various points 01 the village, 
which one strikes w ~ t h  a 
metal hammer to announce a 
fire. One blow, for tnstance, 
means tha t  I he fire is naar the  
etation, and there are a dozen 
other s ipals  which will send 
t h e  apparatus to other parts 
of the town. But i t  has been 
f o u n d  t h a t  I he  a v e r a g e  
woman, knowinp fit tle about 
signalling. strike t h e  
metal ring steadily unt i l  she 
hears  rhe engines coming. 
The result is utter confuaian; 
fbr t h e  firemen. counting 
fifty-six etrokes when twelve 
ia the highcet on record, 
they must go Imm one end of 
town to the o t h e r  ta h d  out 
when the rue is. 

Chief Butenshon decided 
that all this was the fault of 
the men. who didn't expakin 
such affairs at home. As a 
atertes, he enrolled eight h i ~ h  
schmls girla in his depart- 
ment and told them that they 
were on the town b k s  just as 
much as he was or their 
fathers were. They were real 
smoke-eaters, he asserted, 
and any one who declared 
differently should come to 
hrm for correctton. Teddy 
Bascher WBB made Chief and 
Buster Wendell was sp- 
pointed Aseistant Chiei. Then 
t h e r e  w e r e  E l i z a b e t h  
h m a n .  Rase Pisacanc and 
her  sister N e t t i e ,  E d n a  
Manahan, Elesnor Willse and 
Francee. Willae. 

A t  f i r s t  s o m e  of t h e  
veterans inclined to smile, 
but'when, after the first drill 
three of the girls were able to 
attach R hose to a hydrant, 
turn on the water and hold it 
with ninety-five pounda of 
pressure, it was no joke. That 
was something that hitherto 
had been regarded ae a manas 
job, and one which only a 
man could do mmily and ef- 
ficiently. 

1 found Miss Goeman, 
Edna Piscana and Frances 
Will= in the mom over the 
fire men'^ Hall reheareing for 
their commencement cxer- 
c k .  "And what do you thlnk 
of be ing  f u l l - f l e d g e d  
firemen?" 1 aaeked Miss 
Goemnu, s pretty young ledy 

whom no one would regard as 
a amoke-eater. 

"I like ~t first rate," she ad- 
mit ted, "and we have done s 
lot in these first two weeks. f 
realize that it will take some 
t ime before we can h a t  the 
men. but we have already 
made a g m d  start ." 

Captain Hau bner t h e n  
remarked that the older boys 
were about to join the depan- 
ment, and  atart e r i v a l  
organization. 

"And we hope to h a t  them 
in the annual meet of the 
v o l u n t e e r  f i r e m e n  a t  
Hohokus," pu t  in Miss  
Willse. 

"And r h m  o i  us can handle 
a regular line of hoae," added 
Miss Piscano. 

F u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n i n g  
bmughtoutthe facr that these 
young women can alone hen- 
dle a fire engine and put out a 
fire. One of them is an expert 
driver. two can take care of 

puttim aut a fire. 
Rut this is the real purpo* 

of I he "l'irewt~man drive." 
The menfc)lk h a t e  always 
heen ~ t ~ d  lire-t'~~hrers. bur 
they have ntver ~ h o u ~ h t  lo 
tn lk  over their prolllems at 
t h e  supper  t a b l e .  These 
wrlrnen, and the Hay Scouts. 
who have recently heen a 
trernendi~uh help r t r  thr 
f ireman.  wll .;urel\. take  
home what they ha\e  learned 
by practice. The?. will tell rhe 
whole l'emily, irom Cirnndpa 
to ~hree-year lbld .limmv. rhat 
when there 1- a t~re.  home one 
should try 141 put i t  out .  and 
mme one else sht~uld call our 
the department in proper 
fashion. The methrds of put - 
ting the fim uut. and the 
differences between various 
kinds of fires. will kw. broad. 
casted after a feu- meetings 
and drills. Thereby, the 
prevention of these fires will 
be taught in every Hillsdale 
household, and "first aid'" 
II dv-h-- 
After a shurt I~tne. no unr ~ 1 1 1  

Re1 excited when 8 lire sr art s; 
he or she will know exactly 
what to do. 

There is going to be much 
earnmen! on the women fire- 
fighters and theit wurk when 
the New Sork and N e w  .Jersey 
Valunteer Fireman's A s s r ~ ~ a -  
tion has rts convention on 
Saturday. July 8, the last day 
of H~l l sda le ' s  Old Home 
Week. One of i ts  u ~ n i t e m .  
Henry J. Werner, who was 
Chiei of Hillsdale in 1913. and 
president sf the organization 
for [our years. brrtu~ht the 
party to hls home town t h i s  
year. BUT ~t was not merely on 
that account that Hillsdale 
was recoplzed as the local 
meeting place. 

Take out your watch and 
then read this, 
In 191.6. when official  

wetches were timing the corn- 
petition, the Hillsdale Fire 
Department won the world's 
record far hose-Laying at the 
Hohokus race track.  Its 
members with a runn~ng start 
on the engine. rode a quarter 
of a mile, coupled 150 feet of 
hose to a hydrant. ran out the 
hose, adjusted [he nozzle and 
turned on the water-all rn 4 1 
seconds. 

In 1917. under the mrne 
conditions. they did it in 37 
seconds; and last year, with a 
e t a n d i n ~  sun, a n d  all men 25 
reef beh~nd  thp engine when 
the pistol was shot.  they were 
ready for water In 57 seconds. 
Another world's record was 
broken. 

The Woman's Fire Depart- 
ment. accord~ng to the mi- 
nion of every on in town, i s  
going to follow precedent. If it 
dws, it will be a hummer. 



Hillsdale Celebrates 50th 
Year Of Independent Rule 

d 

Berqen Evenincj Record Oct. 9, 1 9 4 8 :  1 3  

Week's Observance Marks 
Town Organization In '98 

Hardy Pioneers Broke From Vast Washington Town- 
ship To Start Hillsdale, Taking Name From 

Old School-Bogert ~ i r s t  Mayor 
Hhtbrp books record the year 1898 as a momentua one, with the  decisive battle af 

the Bpaphh-Arnerlcan War being fought, the R e s t y  a l  Parts signed, the Hawaiian faran& 
annexed by the U. 8.. and President WIIlIam McKinley serpnely serving the second year of 
hk term which w s ~  ta be ended by his assassination in 1901. 

w 
OLD TALE' the 8losies of residents of thet r r m t  . . . . . . . . . . - 

But to old-time residents which were passed along t o  re1a-i P,'flsd~~:$"~~ : ~ ~ t ~ ~ , ' ~ $ ~ ~  t l v ~ .  prime mover. of the ~ct ion  to' 

importan@. M m c t b g  t b t  Ereate a new community aere Oriin 
them was far more momentus. And $- Td!. who later became County 
all next wwk the few that Tax Cotlector: John W. R ~ l e p .  a 
WHI be passing along to g-mndchl1-:futule Freeholder; A. C. Woldrum, 
drtn and ceat-grandchrldren the W h o  Was then serving as an Assern- 
stom of tha t  year 1 ~ ~ 8  when a b l y m ~ n :  and John F. Wint~rs .  Hrrn- 
Croup of Bergen Countv rps{dents do" Rohrsh David H .  -marest. mnd 
broke s w a p  from a spra*lmg ter-'thosc elected In 1898 to form the 
r l t0N knoan rs Wnshlnpton Town. 0ffici81 f k d l v .  
ship ta set up thelr o u n  commun~ty: Meetings call@ Phn3 
nf U I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ D  ,formulated and. so conrlnclng were - - - - -. - - -- \ . 

ft on 25, lasWh &the lnltfatarr of the proJ~cl. that 
incorporat~on p a p r s  were i h t d  a t  m n  the i d c ~  was unanlmourlr s u p  
the Statr cmprtal Informing one "rted. And On Mnrch 25' lm8~ ' 
and sl l  that Hillsdale Townah~o hnmunl t?  tab! barn .s H i l M l *  
had come Into belng, that a band ' ~ n m s h i p  became n wnsratc antitv 

Township. rhlch then in- 
an area which now eomprlsea 

set up Oran wmmunity.l  
Manor Hou-t on kprll ID. 1WB. and 1 ~ d . y  the -om of that move 

h n  provtd. the Iollowhg camprhtd the ilrst 
el& official fsmily;  [ But it l m ~ .  hmrd 8 t r ~ ~ g l t  ~ o & i p  Cornrnlttwmm, -' 

and m l y  throqh the vialon and Sord Bo~crt. Georpc H. ~ c a m a a '  
.forrsight of tha e o v t m  bodits *nd m u n d  L. Oremln. Wth Bo- 

:!did HiWalo  bloswm tnto ons of gttt  as chslrman ana Seamen as 
,Bergen'r longcat-stcmmcd ro~a. treaaurei; Wllllam W. Bants e~ 
'However, let'a p back ta th+ rFntv t0wll6hip clerk, &thw J .  stever as 
)of IW7-W. freeholder. Orrln 9. TrcU as t a x  
I & fmtfmd c o l l ~ t m .  Uld John A. Storm as 

fax G s w r .  ~ommw,i6nTr 'X Kp- 
peal Included Wiltam P. Cltrke. 
Henry C. Storms. and Wllllam EI- 
Itn. Highway surveyors were Gar- 
ret H. Mead and fohn Ackerman: 
Charles J .  Per7  WM m m m t t r ,  
and Comellua DtYm wlu Jusllct 
of the  Pcsce. 

The ofllclah held thtlr tlrst meet- 
h g  April 25, 1898, at p e  Manor 
House--later known m the Lake 
View Inn and but recently torn 
down-alth the lnithl move to 
establish the tax rate lor the Town- 
ship. Later the territorg mas dl- 
vidcd Into three raed distrlcts v i t h  
the rate lor work being cstabIlshed 
at $1.25 for O hours work or t 4  a day 
for D houra work by one man and 
a team of hones. 

Each Comrnitteemnn was placed 
In charge of a dlstrict 4 t h  Seaman 
hsadin the River Vale area. Bogert 
everyrh4ng west a i  the Pnscaek 
Creek Br~dge on Hlllsdale Avpnur, 
and areenin all roads In the Town- 
ship proper. 

CAME THE UTILfTlEPl 
On M a y  t. 1900, perml~lon m a  

riven the New York and New Jctsey 
Telephone Co. to erect poles snd 
strlng wlres. wlth the flrrt telephsnc' 
being Installed in the home ni  
Thomas C. mmartst an Summit 
Avenue: on  May 10, 1BM1, flrst 
irunchhe for Iighting was granted 
the Unlon Elcetrtc Co.: the B e r ~ e n  
County Ow and Electrlc Co. wa: 
authorized to lay gag rnnlns ant 
etectrle llaht llncs h lslll through- 
out the Towmhlp; and on Sept. P 
1903, a water i r ~ n c h h e  wre award- 
ed Hackensack Water Ca, lor ~nstal- 
Istlon of two  mllea of wster rnaln. 
and 24 flre-hydranb. 

Thc C o m l t t e e  established r 
c a r p  of C&rutables h malntaln la* 
a d  order, the proup: Lncludin~ 



Independent Rule" cont'd. 
- ,  IkamatSzntlnn of the hlstow of 
1HllI.dale. wrltten mnd dkectrd by 

Churches MIKT Elslr M, Hubnahtk. CaUncil- 
Imrn. wEll bt gresrnttd In the 
form of lablenux mnd mualeml num- 

Junn H. Dcmarrst. Charlea CwrEe. 
and Jnrncs G Tltm while It also 
smnfi thc s u m  of 2253 to improve 
t h e  park after m publlc mag5 meet-' 
ing held at the Manor Hnusr on; 
t h e  mflernmn of Aprll 7, 1900: It 
macadmized Railroad and Summit 
Avenues In 18QZ. unofllrlally rccoa- 
nlwd the Plrr Department and nld- 
td it wherever posslbl~: and called. 
upon the Coun!v rind  stat^ for A S -  

sbmntc 4n bul ldln~ up thp comrnu- 
nity's transportatpon ~ n d  utility 
lacflltierr. 

ChaIrmm of the Tornship Cam- 
tnittres in the early days were n M  
b o r n  es Mayor and the IIst untll 
1923 r h ~ n  Mayors were ~lected in- 
cludes Sanford Bocrrt, Eugenp E. 
Rich. Henrv BrunP, George W. Smul, 
Frnnklin J .  Mperc, C L. VanWae- 
non. A. Mohmk~ng. Jennrr R. F ~ s t .  
Ralph H. S l r v ~ r .  Jsmrs J. O'Brlrn, 
taslie J, Forbes, and A. #, Storm. 
Down through th t  years Rlllsdnle 

procrcdrd tn grow-as the Pascack 
Valrey l i k ~ w ~ ~ e  became heavier p o p  
ulated and more suburben-amd in 
1023 a movr WAS Inftiatpd to m e k r  
HIllsdale a Borough. ' f h t s  actlon 
waq a~arhcadecl by t h ~  then ~ x t s t -  
lna CIVIC Assacfatian. and on March 
2, 1923. the State k a i s l n t u s ~  passed 
sn sct  incorfnratlnt the rornmrl- 
nits; an April 24, 3933, v o t ~  of l h p  
pcaple m a t e d  the new methd of 
government; and a Nor, 13. 1923. 
the Itrat Mayor and Cauncil were 
t l ~ c k d  and took office. 

Thew first Borouph nfflclnls In- 
,duded Hcnry J. P'rrnrr, mayor: 
a. G .  Graf, W. W. L l v e n g d ,  
R a n k  Gcott, M. Tnr~daah. H8rvey 
E. Herina, and C. A. Lotentz. coun- 
cilmen; Geor~e W. Seul .  collector- 
ltreasurtr: George M Y a t e ~ ,  clerk: 

I 

r l~worth ,  and Mrs. Hcnm St!?h. 
Dtcoratlons: Clark. John Kuntr, 

.Sydney PinnrlI, und nmk.  
Geuventr Stampr: Hlllabrant, Ab- 

1btn.crth. Pcch. rnd Townscnd Jr. 
Refrtshmrnts: Mrs. Shuttlr~orth, 

Mrr. Thomas MuUh.  Mn. Pottcr, 
/Mrs. 9U.h. and Mrs. Peter WIUIuns. 

To Open 

R. G. Bering Jr.. enRIneer: John W. 
Kinmonth, assewor. and Louls a. 
Meyer as pwrrnaster. 
Since that tlmr the folluwhg 

have s m ~ d  ns Mayor: Werner,~ 
1923-25: Edmund L. Gteenin, 1926- 
27: George M. Yates. 1928-29; Wil-  
liam W. L i v e n g d ,  1930-31: John 
G. Rsnsen, 1932-39; Frank E. Wafe- 
mann, ISM-45: Greenin w ~ i n ,  
1946-17: and Jam= A. Tatern, the 
present May or. 

Althouph other posh have varled 

bra  i t  the mhm1 .udltorlum rzl- 
dry n t  8 :  90 P. M. Fred Wml.ker o i  
Wcstwood, trhc was 60m in Hllln- 
dulc. will bc rcmdcr of the prgrant. 

IncEudrd in Iht program Fil l  br 
L X C ~ C  around thr cr&ckc? b m r l  

lIrom year to year. the community 
has had but four clerks ~ l n c e  its 
hceptlon as a Tawnship. The k t  
inculdes W. W. Banta from 169e' 
thsouph 1814. Geome M. Yates 
from 1915 through 1921. Charles A.' 
Lorentz in 1R25. and Garrett A. 
Storms from 1B26 until the prescnt 
tlme. 

The prrsrnt oflicisl farnlly nf the 
Bornugh Includes T~tarn  a6 Mayor; 
Councilm~n EIalc M. Hubachck. 
Chrrles W. RIlI~brant, Adem Pech, 
6. L. Toansend Jr.. Carl R Abben- 
scth. and A .  F. Wrstrrrelt: Ror- 
o u ~ h  Attorney. Charles W. W e l ~ c k :  
Collector-Trrasurrr. Garrett k 
stom; & c r e w .  Ma. Emily 
Brwlrr :  T a x  Assessor, John W. 
Kinmonth: Borouah Auditor. John 
Klein: Borouah Engineer. Frank E. 
Harl~y:  Bu l ld ln~  Insp~ctor, Charles 
5 Westphal. Cuftndlan. A x ~ l  GI)<- 
mison: and Rccord~r .  Robert 0. 
Bentley Jt, 

I l n  an old rountgy ntorr, with WaI- 
lter Brill ar; the phllmphrr. h m -  Program, c n t - d a ~  HiIlsdaIt wlll b~ rcpre- - wntrd by s nctne lncludlng rrprp- 
~ n h t l v e s  of 36 ~rg~nizatlom in 

The -rough of Hillsdlfe h o r -  the aorough. 
row startf A seven-day crlebratlon &turdmy. October 16. hrs kcn 
in commemombon of the fLitl& prmlalrnrd Fiileth hrdvtr=ry'  
anniversary of  it^ incorpormtian rc m y  by Mayor Tatcm knd MI1 be 
I, municlpaUtY, with amid 0 ~ ~ -  featured hy a parade ~t 2 P. M. of 
mces at t h c  thrn local church-. a11 oqankntlons and Borough de- 
T h e  Rev.  Thomes J. puffy, pastor Ipertments.' rtviewrd at  Memorial 
of St. John thr Baptist R. C. 'Park. Fred W. Hunwr will be 
Chwch, will notc the mcealon at I. thonwnry marshal. alth the pkrade 
10. ~ n d  11:30 A. M. Mashes. Thr committee including Red Asman,. 
Rev. Carl J. Conrad, mhakter of ipesadt marshal; Carmtl Cnnmneri, 
the EfilMalc Methodist Church. Mldhael TYrak, m d  E. Lawrence 
~ 1 1 1  include the obstrvancc at the ,Clerk. 
10.45 A. M. warship servicc. The T ~ C  week-long fcstivltlea mill 
W v .  Ltc Aden Rant?, nta tmtar come tn a close $aturclay when I 
of Holy Trinity Epkcopnl Church. lpublle dance ~ 1 1 1  bc held a t  I P. M. 
*rill conduet & #prpedal m v c r w  at the mhml audltor~um. HO6tc&~s 
MTVI~! mt 8 P. Xd. will br Mrs. E, 0. Phllllps. awlctcd 

Thm rs aIlh by Mrs. J. Wllliamn. Mtf .  H. Urew, 
dtcDrltlona *nd ltrtrt whtlng+ W K J .  BrcItrnbnrh. Mrs J. Blrlll. 

night dmrs Mru. F. Bchw~rz, and Mrn. E. G. 
-111 k open at 1 o'clock m d  the RimrM. 

Policcr DeparuncntJ nlll n m  ~ll lsdale Publle Llbrsr~ will 
hold oprn hoaqF and &btiom. hnve w ! a l  window displaYr for 
RTP Chwf Rdkrt S. R e r s o n  hss wek' 
~ p a f i e d  a11 quiprnent m d  trophir , n l ~ ~ ~ ~  gt=!:Edrn E:luyi 
-111 b~ on displ~y .  60uv~n1rs wllj be Mayor Tatem, chairman, ex-affldo; 
d w t n b u t d  to women and  children., garrp P. Guntbcr, chnman; rind rcir'shmenb be Councllmcn Elslr M. Hubacbek, 

Tu-dny mt 8 3 0  P. kI. Mayor ' ~ h a r l e s  L. Toamsend JT.. Cat1 R. 
h m t r  A. Tatem *rill praldt I t  Abbrnstlh; Charles W. HI11mbrant; 
r p ~ i a l  of the r n r 0 ~ g h ' ~ d ~ ~  Ppch: mnd A l k r t  P. Wrstcr- 
rnuncll. p v ~ l t .  

An mxhlbltlorn of picturn. mods. 1 willlam W. Livcngaod t wee- 
mnd other rubjccts and dot. mbout chairman: Glvrctt A, Btnrms. -- 
Rlllsdalm and the Pwrc i  Yallc!: Clerkm finpncc offleer. and Mrs. 
miu own TusEdar, to run througk h i ~ v  B. Brmler,  seucbry. 
Thursday mt Holy T r W t y  parlsh ~ u d o l p h  C. Apprld is annivcruty 
hall. wmngcd bp former Mayor .hlstarlmn; Hukehck, grgtant 
Frank Hlfemann John C. 'authcr: m d  Mrs. Hnrw f. Gun- 
atarms. cuntor of the Pmscatk ther, pub~c i ty  ohlirmm. 
Hi~hrl-1 mlctc,  u-lll m-operate grncml romrnittrs lncludmf 
~ l t h  t h ~  cbilrman, with the ansfst- Snuvrnir Book. Rudolph C. k P  
.nCt fii Jtnnrr R. Fast, Theodorr I. p l d ,  rhalmnn. A. Gordon Black. 
Hgubnpt. John p. H ~ ~ ~ ~ V  Jr,, H. E. L ~ F ~ P R P C  c I R ? ~ .  Mr. Vrrs Pnt- 
G~~~~ Miller, m d  C]armm Y, tw, Gnrrrtt A. 8tormn. rnd Jack 
Shuttlemrth. W11Iiamll. 

hn mkrblnmmt for Ent ~ r t  nlnmcnt mmmltt* : M F  

HiHsdals schwlchildrcn, flnznccd G- Whltr. rhnrmnn, Am'd* MrF, 
by the srlc muvedr rmps, a .I. gruntnu. Mi<- O~rtrudr Wmtm.  

held R~ Auditorium Mi" Hiibmchrk. Fwd W. Hunter, 
mdmy .t 1 ~ 3 0  p. M, me prmmu t i w n u d .  Mrs. h n r l d  Bcnndlin, 
WUI hcludt  s preview of r pagcl~nt Bm'thw 

D n c ?  rnmmlttrr Cnrmrl Cln- 
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Pqeant of HillsdaleS History, at Which Gift of land to Borough 
Is Announced, Highlight of Celebration of 50th Anm'versary 
- - 

~mmdds c d d  ~sature of =Om CHAmm pum. old newspapers and publica- 
Week-hnq n ~ - :  Mdny tions, documents, an ox yoke. a 

P d c I p d e  full bedroom suite, and many pic- - tures deprc t~ng  business. sacla1 a n d  
home h i e  tn t h s  vlclnity over  a 

-IT, DANCE AR p e r ~ o d  of 50 years o r  more. 
Am0 ON s - The dlsplay was interesting and 

- 
A mixture of reminders 01 ueys .> 

almust forgotten with the present. : blended ta make the parade in 
Hillsdale Saturday afternoon, Oct. ,' 
16. a colorful feature of the bor- 

to about five acres of gmund in the 
pony-drawn w a ~ d r i v e n  by 11ttIe MSTORICAL DISPLAY BRINGS ,,,, hl, Is and u PANGS OF NOSTALGIA TO 
Rlrhasd Schreiber, bringing smiles MANY ~0 FEE sabd that the propci-ty wag being 

educational. Many of the older  
folks who were seen intently peer- 
ing a t  time-yellowed photos, trylng 
ta identify relatives. Irbends o r  
neighbors among the b e w h ~ s k e r e d  ' 
gentlemen and beruffled Eadies, 

to many faces ' 
H~l lsda le  Civic Association was 

impressive with its variety of en- 
Zrlcs--flve Indians to remind the 
spectators of the first settlers rn 
this area. old cars, such as the gi 
whlch carried the majestic 
Bird. new Cars. a hurdy-gurdy man. 
a l ~ v i n g  room scene of Years  ago" 
ladles In costumes more f a m r E l a r  

mothers and grandmothers-- 
all led by a band a . . . ', 

augh's celebration of its 50th an- probably went horn* w ~ t h  a severe 
niversary as a municipality case of nostalgta 

This parade, and the dance In the 3 Two old reelf of film were run 
achool audi tor~urn  Saturday eve- ,-' of! which. 3 t  was e x p l a ~ n e d ,  w e r e  
ning. brought t h e  week-long p r  similar tn those shown every Sa tur -  
gram to a most sucrresiul close It day evening in the flre hall more  
upas a week H~Llsdale~tes w1l1 long than 20 vearr; ago. These were es- 
remember p ~ c ~ a l l y  enjoyed by the children 

S ta r t ing  promptly, under mod fa- The slrnperlng "bathing beauties" 
vorable akies, the procession was of several decades ago were met 
led by Police Chief Frank Stoeckel wlth shouts 01 laughter. as were 
In a car and Freder~ck W. Hunter. the vibrating ' harseless carriages", 
honorary grmd marshal, ~n foot. complete wrth drivers in goggles 

Then fallowed the oliicinl iarnlly and women ~n dusters. 

Looking I ~ k e  a corner of the t 
~ ~ , ~ h ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~  Institute, the 
dlsplav held In Hall of Holy 
Trlnlty Church, ~ ~ ] ] ~ d ~ ] ~ ,  ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ,  
~ c t .  12, through ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ .  act. at -  
tracted several hundred persons 
each m e n i n x  

~ h ,  exhlblf .  arranged In connec. 
tion with H]]lsdale 50th &nu- 

of the borough-Mayor, members 
ot the cmncil. Tax CoHector-Clerk, 
Recorder. 

Former C a u a c ~ l m a n  H a m  F. 
Cunther ,  chiman of the celebra- 
tion's general committee, followed 
end then came former Mayor John 
G. Hansen. W. Livengood end 
Frank  E. H d e m n n .  
me local Legion post and ~ u x -  

iltary unit, Hlllsdale Fire Depart- 
ment. Hillsdale Fire Dept. Band, 
exempt firemen, the Ladles A w i l -  
larles of both the ectlve and the 
exempt firemen and the f ire-i~ght .  
kng apparatus followed In g ~ l c k  - 
order. 

The f ire  ladies had a float, a 
huge birthday cake reminding t h e  
8pedators along She atreeZs through 
which the procesion passed' why I t  
all war being done 

Led the Scout drum and 
bugle corps ot Emerson, the repre- 
sentatives of Hlllsdale Business As- 
mciatian came along Thelr contri- 
bution to the span-of-years motif 
was a horw-drawn wagon labled 
"1898" foUoaed by a handsome car 
bearrng the legend "1448". 

A Camp mew float entered by 
the Boy S C O U ~  Was rep=taHve 
of the mtinth Uf thia lauth or- 

given lo Hillsdale for use ~a a 
municipal recreation site and m i m -  
ming p m l .  
~n eccept~ng Ihc d d -  f i ~ o r  

Tatem expressed the Ulankfi of the 
cornmunrty and mid &at t h e  gift. 
had many ~ i b t h t i e s  in looking 
toward e bigger end b t t e r  fTilh- 

. dale of Ihe tuture - - . 
versnry celgbratlon, ~ n c l u d e d  such 
Interesting items as a butter  churn 
propelled by dog-power, old f m r -  
tu r r ,  . carriage - .  f ~ o t  warmers,  uten- 

The cornrnlttee responsible fat the 
collection and display of this mater- 

HARRY F. GUNTtfEB ial was headed by ex-Mayor F. E. 
Halemann and Included Jenner  R As genera' chairman Of the 'Om- IF&, Themiore I Haubner, John mittee whrch pbnned me 50th b- Cer&ration P. HeIyar Jr. H Gregory Miller 

~ ~ ~ , " , " r ~ m n c i h a n  Cunther a n d  C. V ShtfEeworth. 

ed a large part in the preparation 
a"d execution Of the mrts 
Of week's events - 

A rcvrewrng naa w e n  ser 
UP in  Station Square and  when this 
was reached the celebration and 
borough o f f ~ c i a l s  fell out  of line. as- 
cended the sland and watched t h e  
rest " the parade pass by' 

I t  repeattng that the 
'pectacle was One long to be re- 
membered by the People of Allk- 
dale and t h e  visrtors w h o  llned t h e  , streets  durjng the procession. . . .  
DANCE BRIUGS C E L ~ R A ~ O N  
TO AN END 
0, piatform handsomely dm- 

orated by sun Dial ~~~d~~ ckb 
were seated t h e  orchestra end so- 
loist, on the hlghlr polished floor 
dozens of couples of  young folks 
and older people whirled or  glided 
to the strains of good music. mls 
was the scene at the dance in Hills- 

- - 
h e l ~ p e r ~  Give Ttaet d Fife 

Acrm for R-wd 
UMm - 

P I C m S ,  S m C m  
REVnrE MEMORIES - 

An unusua l  and most pteasanf 
surprise climaxed the pageant held 
in t h e  school ~ r r d a ~  evening, &L 
15, In c o n n e h o n  with Hillsdale's 
week-long mtie& A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
celebrs Lion 

Mayor Jam- A. Tstem was 1d 
about to  conclude hk part ~n the 
pmmm, at the end of a highly h- 
t e resung  backward lmk intd tfie 
history of the borough, when bc 
presentw1 to the  aud~ence whlch 
filled the schml audl tonum Alan D. 
Allen. p res~dent  of the T a d 7  and 
Allen developing or$anization, 
which has built many horn- yl 



I- *&- -a ;hiX Id up m 
thh txcitinr dimax m r 
plesing d i n a t l o n  of Sl-C 
verbal d r d p t i m .  mhteh- m d  
s l~dea  cclvcslng -7 P- 
~ m m u n j t ~  life in the m u n i d d t f  
during the past 50 g e m  end mu*. 
mere prerr many Ln the ludlenm 
who had Iivtd t h m u g b  of the 
Incidents menti&. t h r e  
,ny othcra p m e d  paren- 
and m d p a r e n t s  had k t  ken pn *c- 
tlve part in the e c t l v i t l n  which 
now had fond hhrbrJ. 
mte brtffd m IDd - 

h tbe d c m r c  men! #en 
their htmds W t r  n h m  names. 
dates and places w c n  mentioned. 
m a l f o w . I p . ~ t b s -  

I & bow t k y  t h d m r  tbp" 
~oe~a i -a l  c h d q p *  a8 - 
were h e a d  r tlw --- 

I oromq>&3#rm7n which ~ l m c  d 
1 those in the a u d h k ,  crr puronll 
farmlfar to tkn h.d W c i p a t e d  
n t  e v ~ l h f r  own& 

with a p e  and Fc+iul fnterp* 
tnt~on of the hnnlvermr~ Wmla 
by n gmup of ym~m~&k: BPrbaro 

I Conner. Dnmthp Hcdn* Cuclle 
I Estroe, Jean Mc Gmth. Ann Fowl- 
er. Barbara Rurhorn, Nora Scan$- 
lin and B a r b r a  M i h e .  They danc- 

I ed on a stage which bad for I t s  
1 background a huge g d d  50: whlch 
served as. a constsnt reminder of 
the occasion. T h p  girls had bctn I dlmted by Miss Florence Kd- 
erick. of the monnce Frederick 
Studio of the Dance h Westwood, 
As the dann n m k r  came to I t r  

end. Fred C.  Walker. former mi- 
dent of AGMale, fanner Assem- 
blyman and former member of the 

l b m u l h  ~ Y ~ C I I  b W--. 
1 where he now rcaldes, strppPd to 
thc platform to begin b h  dubes M I narrator m d  commentator for the 
remainder of tbe progrun. 

I ..I'm an old-bmer here In m- 
dale". began Mr. Walker. "T'm bclr 
because 1 1 m  brought up in H I D -  
dale and I love the old town." 

Remarking that the h n n i v e m  
WaIU just ptcsenkd b~ the g W  
folks made him think of "50 y u m  
ago. when 1 wes p l n g  to the Uttlc 
old sehcml house on  Mqgnohin Ave- 

I nue," Mr. Wal- btgan to, recrll 
'by-gone days. The Btation in 1m 
didn? tmk much diUrrcnt rts ' appearance m a y ,  ulr! uw nanntor. 
drawing lau~hter from tbe audli- 

The s a t s  wrrc just dirt 
IEacdts . . . there were few b- . . . and there WM thc HUM& I Howl. l a d e d  where Mm. Srnllh.8 
department atote now staDdn . . . 
what is now the perk wm h- 
more than a wmp . . . and up the 
road could k e n  w h t  wan mid 
to bc H ~ l l d d e ' ~  f ind  home. now Ifi ' 

antique shop. and w b m  Hillndrk 
Habonal Rank'r parking lot is now, 
then st& Cal Gardrnitr'o lively 
stable. 
Then were flashed on a scrcrn - 

"Pageant o f  Hillsdele's History" cont 'd .  

PAGEANT - - ICQntlnud m PUm 1) - 
did- bi old Imdm*rh mnd 
Walker added more inform~uon 
&out Hil ldale  of the old dayfa 

... -. . 

Muin# further on d m 1  dyr, 
leading up to a sketch on the rub- 
jecf *. Walker mentioned thmt 
Hillsdale's first ~i irtdct CIerk. WFI- 
'Ilam Blauvelf st111 Lived in Hills- 
dnlp. --.- - -. ... 

tatking nhut  the railroad, of Mr. B1auvelL In faef w*a in the 
"rigs" that  d d  bc hired at 1 3 1  audience and he respond4 to a 
Gardenirr"s r u b l e  and about the request to bow. He wna remind- 
use of bicycln in t h e  . . . HI, continued Mr. Walker, of the 
the mention of b i e ~ c l e s  be~ng the late Garrett Cronk. who. "hsvfng 
cue for Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wil l iamd no Tjtdemann buses," 8 s  Mr. Walk- 
of Pascack h a d .  to come Upon h e  ts  put ~ t ,  walked from W d c l i f i  
stage on a blrpcle for M e  to Patetson end back every 

were ilresstd In the height of day to obta~n a higher education. 
fashion - for l.e98 - and thew aP- 
pearanee was greded with applause 
and laughter. 

Before he I t i t  the hllbj~fk of 
transportation, Mr. Walker remark- 
4 U a l  Hil ldaIe  was a raiIroad 
terminal in the old days and thet 
the town# in this aree were served 
by more trains daily as far back as 
1810 than they ere today. 

Turning his attention to sehoolr, 
hTr. Walker mentioned t h a t  the 
rchool in thmt early era, when the 
railroad line was started in TM. 
was locsted on Faacack Road near 
H~llsdele Avenue, and was known 
as District No. 22 School It waa 
given the name H~llsdale School 
end the station. too. =.as given the 
name Hillsdale. 

A picture of the MethodM 
Clnuch, built in lm4, realEd to 
Mr. Walker's mind the D. P. Pat- 
te- f~mi ly .  which lived in the 
house now called the Riley bowe. 
Mr. Pattermn gave the $round for 
the Methodid Church and also for 
the borough park. Reminded of an- 
other looming citizen of early H b -  
dale. Mr Walker mentioned having 
known R G Hering Sr ("we called 
him Big Hank Haddock)  
M ~ .  H e r l n ~  was s p e m -  

age. Said Mr. U'sLker: "He (Mr. 
Rering) survey& most of the mads 

~ h p  sehml =kit, played by m. 
Wi3Ham G r l g g  and Jud~th  Home- 
lius, war set in a school room and 
brought a h t  the reading of old 
~ c h o o l  re~irtets--meny of the 
names still familiar in Wilbdale. 
though in some rases those who 
bore them at the trmt were no 
longer with us. - 
More on churches and the d a b -  

lishment of Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church in IW and the erection of 
St. John the Baptist R. C. Church 
ton property donated by the Riley 
family) rn 19211, led to another a k ~ t  
and a solo. 

The sketch depicted a mcetfng of 
the Gwld of the  Episcopal Church 
and was presented by Mrs. John 
H ~ l y a r .  Mrs. D. Hasbrouck, Mrs. 
Jack Will~ams. Mrs. E. J. Hutton, 
Mrs. J. Selliken. Mrs. Fred M ~ R -  
nuson, Mrs. John Van Rernmrlel. 
According b an unidentified voice 
at the elbow of this reporter. the 
rncetrng was a true picture of the  
type of 6ess1m it was meant to rep- 
resent. 
The s d 4  a beautiful Ave Maria 

by Mrs. Frank Saul, formcrly MiFs 
Mary Carpenter, well-known in  
thls 10cal1ty as a singer. was most 
.pprec la t~ve l~  received. 
Just to show that there wan h n  

in the old days as well ss work and 
around here; he was State Assem- 
blyman, Under Sherift, a civil en- 
ainccr, storeketpr, school tmcher. 
township clcrk end postmaster . . . 

worship, Mr. Walker epoke of 
atraw rides, sIeigh rides, dances . . . 
thus glvlnE an opening for the 
presentation of an old-fashioned 

he was secretary of the ra~ltoad 
company, tw." 

Illurtrating Mr. W~lker- s  remarks 
about t h r  part women play in the 
history of a church. a sketch was 
presented by Mrs. C. Conrad. ME. 
A. Bachrnan. Mrs. William H. Fur- 
man. Mrs. C. Travis. MI%+ John 
Steele, Mn. A. MiI l~ken,  Mr8. S. 

<Tompkins. These ladles showed 
what a quilting party looked Like. 
They sang a hymn, with Msf. 
Conrad st the organ, and worked 

dance by the eight dancers whn 
opened the stage promam with the 
Ann~versary Waltz. The croup was 
under thr d ~ r ~ c t ~ o n  of Miss Fr~rl- 
e r ~ c k  l o r  th~& number. too. 

A "stop-the-show"' interlude of 
humor was provided by R. Conklin, 
Gordon Curtis. George Gereghly 
end Michael Longo, who. dressed 
the  pert, sarlf as an oldtime barber 
shop quartet. They seng rmch 
Song3 as  "If I Hsd My Way'', "I'm 
Working on the Railroad" and. as 

at quilthg. 
T h e  a p p l a w  wes long and loud 

When Mr. and Mrs. Wlllirrn F. Mac 
Kenzit of WedwDdl were present- 
cd to the aud~ence. "I remember 

an encore, "If You Had s Dream". 
They mom than earned. by their 
appearance and blending of voices, 
the boutonfileres which Mr. Walker 
presente-d to them. 

wnr of the tearhem". reminisced 
Mr. Walker, "It wps Sally Ann 
EWckman." This w u  the young 
mchoolmann who later k a m e  the 
wife of the f i r s t  schm1 principal In 
H~llsdale- Mr. Mac Kenzie. Mrs. 
MAC Kenzit **as present& with a 

'.The real socia1 life of the town 
started with the fire department,'" 
said Mr. Walker. and few would 
deny that this was true ai all m a l l  
cornmunlties and that it contbnues 
to be true in H11Male as elsewhere, 
Dutlin~ng Ihp development of the 

corsegp, snd Mr. Mac K e d e ,  who ilrst fire assoclat~on in HIUsdale, 
.- . -- 



Mr. Wdkw @rep& the way fop 
the mpmwnnte on the stage of ul 
old jumper. one of the earnet  
~ X S  of m t i g h t l n g  equipment In 
this COMW. Hand-drawn. it pave 
way to  h~rshdraun apparetus and 
then the b o m ~  had to make wep 
for the mobrued equipment of to- 

arganitatiosl rtrenpth of the bor- 
ough wan set htu motion when 
Mayor Tatem called upon r 
entativea oi tbc laUowing 
to take placa on or before the 
p ~ 2 m  -decors ted h g e :  

Mayor and CounciL - Ammicon 
Logion. American Lemon A W -  

I lery, Exempt Firemen, Rempt  
the rt.le Firemen's Auxilmry. Fuc Depart- 
and Ed: menf Fire Department Auxdlarv. 

I ward RWe. 'lonfiime rnernhm of Civic h o d a t i o n .  Boy Sfouts, a 
the fire demtment,  former Chiefs Scouts Glrl Scouts, Brownies, Po- 

I and active W a y  in the Exempt l ~ c e  Department. Oepartment d 
Firemen's hssn. Mr. ShuWeworth Public Works, Board of Education, 
spoke ot early midents in the bue- Parent-Tegcher Association, Board 
manic annals of the borough, taus- af Health, Libram mad, Assht- 
trig mare laughter in the audience. ance Commission, Borough Plan- 

When the horse-drawn apparatus "in& Board. Zoning &ard of Ad- 
came into the picture, Mr. Walker justment: Parks and Playgrounds 
point4 out, horses were hired from Commlsslon, Sun Dial Garden Club, 
Cal Gardenier. One of the first Firemen's Band, Hackensack Hmr- 
drivers a s s i g n d  to the hook and Pita1 Auxiliarp. Doubles Club, Wa- 
ladder, the narrator recalled, was lneS3 Associatlofi. Shade Tree Com- 
the late Mayor Edmond L. Greenln. rnlElOn. 

An American inaitution of by- Each orlfantmtlon was m ~ m n t -  
gone days took the spotlight at this ed by one or two persons, m a w  
point-the old country store. corn- with their own banners end m e ,  
glete with cracker .barnell and with h e  hmerican colon. The 
cubby hole post office. Jn this scene blending of the two formed a col- 
Walter Brill of Montvale, a former ~ r f ~ l  scene. 
resident of Hillsdale lor many years In closing me evening's program. 

n and one who assisted greatly rn Mayor Tatem presented farmer 
putting on Friday cvenints pag- Councilman Hasry F. Gmther, gan- 
eant, talked about problems of the era1 chairman of the committee h 
day ('This park- question IS getting charge of arrangements for the 
to  be a political t m e " ]  and looked, celebration and thanked a1 those 
somewhat apprehensively and akep- who had taken a part in P u H ~ ~  
tieally. into the future. H L ~  over so fascinating and successful 
stes in the s e n e ,  who were more a pageant. 
engr-d fin a game of checkem Mr. Gunther over1ooked no one 
than Mr. Brill's philosophizing, in expressing thanks for the assist- 
were the quartet who bed won ance give6 by organizat~ons and in- 
acclaim a few scenes earher. div~duals.  

Brdl spoke of the be~utiea of He remarked that on the next 
Ilving in Rilledale, but wondered ii d a y ,  Saturday, there would a 
these beauties =-odd $e jeapadiz- parade which was not included in 
ed by the possible encroachment original Program for the week 
of  horseless carriages, paved streets, because it had been intended tobald 
more homes, more achmls and the the celebration in the Summer and 
strong hhnt that the county was one it was felt that  the weather M d  
day going Republican. One maras be too warm for such an event. 

1 inclined to deduce that the phil- When the celebration was post- 
osopher impersonated by Mr. Brill poned, the parade was included. 
would prefer to see HiIlsdale re- and he named Michael Tirak, presi- 
main in an era when even the ripped dent of Hillsdale Business Assn.: 
wi bicycles was too rapid. Carmel Canzoneri and Fred h a n  

Having cormpleted his -ha- of the local Legion Post. and E. 
tions on the past, Mr. Walker with- L. Clark of HiUsdale Civic Assn., 
drew from the scene and made way as those repsonslble for arranbng 
for the present-m the person at  the parade. 
Mayor Tatem. Councilwoman Miszr Elsie Huba- 

"I'm proud of the old days," d d  ehek was director of the evening's 
the Mayor, "and prouder still of the program, Mrs. Walter Klees was ac- 
days and years of progress which companist &d Ruth Toensmann 
have passed since the formation ot was in charge of make-up. The 

I the rnunicipal.ity.* stage committee was composed o f  1 An impressive cavalcade of the school Principal George Whte,  MLw 

Bhnehe Smith. Xm. J.  Bnmin& 
Mra. D. Scandlin and Miss G. h- 
zetr. 
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I DBMAREST MILL, LANDMARK TN HISTORIC HILLSDALE I 

Landmarks  In htstor~r Bcrgrn Count. o f  brgonr dnga wrre thr h u ~ c  ~ r l - t  m!ll\  mhwr ~ h r  Condsfarnlrrq  . 
and hnusralrtr  tmk thrlr main* t8 bt p o u n d  Inlo flour. am an^ the b r t  k n o m  In the Hillrdalr are. wrto I 
t h e  ald Rortrt Mill on the  .Musguaprlnk find the Dtmarmt Mi11 an tht Plackrk In Hillsdale, llnt d~noltd I 
on m a p  or I h t  srre m n m d  br Garrrt n r m u n t  in IT:&. Thr Drmarml Mill. which oriKlnnElr wrc- built ) 
brfore 178s rnd PI-t r t rnodt ld ,  LC Is lwlircrd. m b u k  1 RSS, nutferrd mnnr rhmn:n m d  dtrrai lans In Intlou- 
lrvr ?ram mu Its lartunrl mnd o m m h l p  thnnftd hand* Br 1166 11 hmd hrnmr  thr propr r ty  of thr I'rtm 
famil? mnd la rammnnlr L n o m  ra thr old Y l l r r  Milk. The ~ b n ~ r  picture -8s t a k m  Ln 1905. Approxlmattly 
in 1915 I t  h.8 k n m r  wrt of the Qrrrbrwk Mmnor dr~rlapmrnl. 

I 
It c m ' t  b. drtectrd now but the 

site of the p r m n t  H M a l c  Fa-' 
tianel g ~ n k  [orrnerl~ ~ O U M C I  M C - I  

Cleuy's Butcher Shop. wh!k 
Smith's Depwnment Smrr on 

'Broadrny WR* the H l l l s d ~ l t  House 
. b ~ r k  In Ig73. 

-- - 



MNATED PARK L A W S  
n f i d  P. Pattrsmn donnttd the Bergen Evtninq . - -  

; ~ l l l r d n l e  - in  IU71. Blncm then the 
hmr k e n  kept lrnmaculatr by 

c x p r t  cnrr. with pai-tlcul~r attcn- 
Mon pnld to thr trrts which r c r t .  

'plnnttrl In IMA FI r c t  pnrk rrrrrhk- 
' rr  Wac n'llllam H n ? p n l h a l ~ r  whn 
I r a 9  nppnlntrd 1n 1Fi21. TMRP the 
wnrk h handlrd by t.he road depart- 

I M E C O M E  TO HERO - I HIIhddo Colanlnl ?MI iec@lred 
Acclrlm On Rrtorn From War 
One of ths brfght mornenb far 

HiUsdale during World War I1 m- 
curred on Uov. 14, 1943, when e v e n -  
me who could walk or b~ carried 
turned out ta wclcomc home 24- 
yesr-old Lieuzenant Colnnel Frank 
A. HIII. Wlllsdaln resident, ahc 
mted as one of the blu herws of 
t h r  cnnfllct. 

Wi l l  hed p~rtlclpatrd In i l  eom- 
bat misslons In Euroln mnd Afrlca. 

1899 Poem Shows 
Restful Community 

Escerpta from "HUlsdde," a poem published 
In 1699 and dedicated to the brough by John 
H. Rohrs. 

H W k  in the *, 
By #he mrrwrt*in side; 

Yonder tlrrwgh the *, 
Fbwa r dwry &run; 

Adding a p u k l i n g  m y ,  
To tice * rccnc. 

Hare lllle city d w s h ,  
Findteh pcrn ud mrt; 

A d  ti* r Elfe, pf -, 
while rat w e  b a  

ntu the first ~rneilcan fller to Bcraen Even inq  Record 
shoat darn  I German gIanc in 
World War J f ,  a n d  was a furl- Oc * 9 ,  g 4  B: 
fledged firhtcr pilot with six and 
on?-hall Nazi planes to his credit. 
For his rfforfs he rrctlVpd the Dm- 
tingutshed Flyrnp Crost. S~lx'cr Stnr. 
and Alr  Medal r l t h  I5 Oak Leaf 
clusters. 

Appar~ntEy having a rhrrrn~d Htr. 
Bill  ncvPr 10-t a p I n n ~  nnd nrvrr 
wns wnund.pd C ! C S ~ I ~ P  t h ~  s c n p ~  nt 
hir: ~ r t f r i t v  tn f h ~  air n w r  IorPlRn 
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NostaIgic blts or Hillsdale's hiqhry, translawd Into 
pageant form after Intensive research by Councilman Elsie 
Wrtharhek. will helr, hlnhli~ht the Flrtleth Anntversasy cele- - - - - - - - - - . 
bration a t  the ~l l l sda l ;  school auditorium on ~ c t o b e r  15. 

t 
An8 one of th. hlshIlghh of- thr 

w e a n t  atll k t h e  prtlr~8F 
Walter Brlll of Montoalt, formerly 
of HlllrdnT?. M t h e  old phllwepher. 
David Dcmarmt. uncle of Kenneth 
L. Dernamst of Lhe gemen menlnu 
m r d  ~t .821 ,  who was genas l  clerk 
In HIUsdulc's general sbrt. 
John F. Wintern, ahow fimlly 

played fi long and important role :ni 
the Ubrp of the Borough. hadl 
kken over the atom fmm w~llarnl 
W. Bmb, who also scrptd ra the' 
firat prlnclpsl of HUixdale e h m l  
and AM was  poetsrumtcr. WLakll  
died early thU yew. 

David mmamt .  Ma clerk, awd 
hold imth In bctrten rulmonlom 
chwktr pamea. r d d s  on the crrcktr  
barrel and atom c h w s ~ .  end scsalons 
 round the pot-hlllcd &tore which 
mlmyb g b w d  chersg re5 Qtl cold 
nlnter erening~. 

It is Wulil irly fitting thrt the role 
should be taken by Brill. A former 

'staff man for the Btrgen Evrnlng 
,Rtcord. BrLll thls pear la o b ~ r v i n ~  
.his fiftltth annlvcraary of comina 
lto HllMale at the met of 6. HE still 
Itrcall~. he says, that a11 h e  women 
' s t  the railmsd ntatlon. when fir 
Iltat arrived wlth his parent& wore 
poke or sunbonntb and gingham 
d r e w s .  

' I h a  role of narrator la the psg- 
rnnt all1 b~ takcn by Fred Walker. 

;of W c a t w d .  b r n  in HillsdaIe and 
" A  former Hillsdale Councilman who 
!later became an Asscrnbl>mnn. 

-- 

BOY SCOUT START - 
nrrl T m p  5 L . M  h lBl8 A t  Roly 

Mnitp Church I h y  &cut nativitp came to R n h  
:dulc In 1916 when the Holy Trlnlty 
,Eplacopal Church spomorcd Troop 
11, wi th  the Rev. A. R. MeWIlllama 

&outmaster, and taday the 
;movement has apread to 2 troops, 
,91 and 108. inrolrFlng over 50 bops. 
and Cub Pack g l .  lor younger boys, 

,a.rth morp than 31 nbW enrolled 
1 Trmp 81 and Cub Pack 91 arr 
sponsored by ST. John the Baptist 

;Catholic Church. Trmp 108 atas 
Jchnrtrted by thr D n u h l ~ s  C h ~ b  of 
I H i l l s d ~ I ~ .  R r s p p ~ t i l  c Scnutmantcra 
Iincludr Grcd Gutr, C. Prtd Barrett, I nnd Hsmld C*lr?. 

lTW2lWX FTRE ALARM 
Blllsdale had one of the best t lrt  

,a larms in B e r ~ ~ n  Counly bnck In 
t h ~  1890's Enpinps of thr Erie Rail. 

,road a P r t  p ~ r k ~ d  a t  thr coalrng 
stat1011 in H ~ l l c d ~ l r  and upon dis- 
covrrv of r flrr In town. &I Ihr 
pnulnpa' a h i s t l ~ a  rPrr b l o m .  Old- 
l i r n ~ r s   RIP the ~ h r s t l e -  made more 
noise than the current mlren and 
could br heard In all parta of t h e  
community. 



Yarns Spun 
Of Rawsons , 
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1 a r t  W. R.*FPIXI. n. fmm 
of IIIUdnlr ~ n d  nnr-hnlf d the 
farnoun Rawson tarlm, a1 d m  
mducted  bp the 6hcrlfl nf I m  
An~e lra  County. Calif.. this g n r  
succmfullp mde a wild Bramhn 

I bull. m e r e  are plctusm to prove 
lit. 

The &her half of the t d a ~ .  Al-1 *n b-hq F a F r  ' 
!?heus E,. mpn ms N&, la living ecm. k; &b*lll th* " I - '?  or 'he rrll- 

npnr the nt the farnlly horn?. C L T  fhrn. the wnrk*rc rbn 

/fint, we ~ o w ~ n r r  m~rulso  = n j ~ n l m d u  *mr*liff U V ~  
b u m d  doan abut  In 1910, and sharkn !n Hillsdnlc the). caurd  Con- 

; then the convatpfl lh-rmm cardasp slbrtabte disturbnncr. At thet  time 

HOLDUP AT  BANK^ 
I lhouse which burned down about becam* chlci mnd cop 

1pm a f t h  [he la<< or inv~ luable  wp- I ~ v  S P ~ A ~ ~ Y  r t r t a r v  peace and MADE HEADLllVES: 
It myas Hillsdale" a~[nne 

Taste Of Banditry 
It nu Just another &omy m m -  

National ~ank. went 

Blt TANIZIIBCD 

sari in~ldent with Ned at  h!s heels. ,UP hfB  the ~ U Z Z ~ P  0f what steacd painting won m a d  orders 
EurPpt, I In the battle that followd. m d l b  k rsnnon. 7%~ weand armed 

Pw, CClebrif lCI, Hp Ned we~ghed In at s h u t  170, thtylmnn came b ~ r k  of the trller'n taut 

cVcntu~llp 19 nportpd to havp mllrd .broke train 'On seah and hustEtd him oil ta the back 

vani,chnt fmm flltht, most killed when G e t h  trltd to jump: tried to  get him the 
1 He arrra lathtr tn the R a n ~ n  ''Om 

moving ~ u t  ~ p d ' m m ' a  room. ~t was lmkrd. 80 from 
.Mns rind tb had made a loop with his belt. a brown paper baa. a predslon rob- 
d k d  in 1W snared the snarllne madman's feet. if ever there One, thw 
T h B  mcapdm of the Rnnwn and pinned hlrn to the vestibule. took rope and a hmdkerchlef and 

tnlna ntlll many chu;klc' There arc many Rawmns In the Hauck =curply. 

and ,,, oiffrjnl I- In ,Hillsdale aectlon. Ned had eight h r t i g n ~ t e l v .  Hauclr hwd 
PL,cact but ,,,,ddmly dau~hters snd a son: Bert, two som. the vault when he b k  out the 

thrp MOSL 02 the Rawsnns. boys and glris, dav'$ work in^ cash. T h e  bsndlts 
mctd Ehanpr of and bt- have children. Apparently there scrmm the 1-@ cash In the 

came peace oiflcen. all1 aIways be Ramsons in that area. tellerh C s K P ,  walkcd out the front ! meg l i v d  tn a 
hues ma): But it is unlikely that there rill door nnd lnto n walt lnr cnr. l%nt 

on .n a*rna2 tract ovntd ;ever bt twins as rcckles., at fear- W a s  the last Hauck saw of them. 
l a .  nnd mpular as the rtswsom.' a m u e t  Gcbnclder of Hillsdale am the Rttrolu- 'mcy htlpeiI the kind of h l a ~ ~ ~ ~ n u c  noted the Hccnst numkr oi 

don. XL am rrrnturelly rcgufnd by 
fathrr E13rn 1toi-y Bcrpen Comtg l l k n  la rc-ithp hj~h-pow*rd car the b ~ n d l t s  

P n ! k n o n  of th* r~llroad Pattrrsong mmemkr. , used fn the urtawnr. It hplprd in the 
,spedlp recovery or t h ~  u r  in Wash- 

who prmv* 
amonK HiUsda)r's BEGREGATED V O m G  l l n g t n n  Township, K ~ F ~ P  i t had h e n  gr~atrst'*nrlnc:or.r. colt bullt the m, bxts required 

Jmanaion res then aqutr* ,for school eltctlons in hills dale^ HUladalc has mad@ Httlc Ma far 
'bv iRthpr fhF RarsOn tMuins- 1 prior to 2920, one for the ~ ~ ~ t l o r r j  fame In r r i m i n ~ l  annals. =herr 

Trrrs wrrs $rouaht them 1- , o f  rntmbera to the Board of Educa-!have been Tittle imperfectinns In the 'I1 OVrr tht d*rmumn tion and one for a p p r o p r i a t ! ~ ~ .  
the finnt of ho- and qupmcnt. ;me person: women werr permitted 
I n ~ h  tnbrbinmnt it' one to vote I, approprinttans but not 
of tho grand -bra of the ilot boatd - -A 

Police B ~ r t m r n t ,  Rnd the umal 
run of this and thnt. But thrrc 
have h n  no spPCtRc~lar murdcrl 
and Uttls  outside of routine. 



McCZeary Was First Uniformed Cop 1 
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In Place Of Old Time Constables 
l W h g  full  HI b the .drgemmm. It o p r a t ~ s  in ~lflcient' fmh-! 

that b onjf rhng rmllon mnd he8 bten active In P a c k /  
VaElty. Npw Jefscg s t m t t .  m d  New 

Im Ilnlt. ffwde officf'lslyw~ ,,d New Jersey mrrmm's An- 

- 
4 

Stage Coach. 
Opened Way 
T o  Hillsdale 

air knc 
wcr the H 
m fi rrllgio 

known I . - - .. 

d o m  through tnc mars have knlt- sociations. 
tcd m well-nigh perfect omanizn-1 The first Drpartm~nt was formtd 
tbn  and not the least or these early in 1802 nn an unoiiieiel bmls 
mbw-svemgt key U t a  are theland waa rrcognlzed by ordinance In 

m n  rn L* 
na In Wac 
ua .cct .15 
u T h e  I - .. . 

Pollea mnd F m  Dcpartmenl. M d -  
em in *U mpeeta, ench has  brought 
crtdlt to t h e  communlt~. 

Todaya# Police mpartment Lr 
head& by ~ h l c f  R. Prank 
wtb cfeorge Bcott. John Grevt, and 
Gttald Bchmidt servinr M patrol- 

1921. Esr ly  equlpment was hand- 
drawn or horse-drawn with hhrmg 
being wunded by the Methodist 
Episcopal Church belb and later by 

~imket.!a.hlstles. of coal-burning engines 
perked at the depot. President of 
t h t  first Fire Assmietlon wn3 John 

, B I I ~  rrturnlng the d ~ i w o d  burninn l m m o t l v e  I 
corrh route itom the t r n d b  Wtlhtcmon.  cont inu4 In 1 
!which a h  passEd ~ ~ ~ d n l e  l R 7 a  Thr flrat coal burne t 
iAvenue west of the r ~ i k o a d .  Jef-lover the rails In 1874 .nrn tnr 
f c ~ u e  and down ~ n d ~ r - l n ~ m m ,   illda dale" palntcd on i t* 
'ka )Id Hook Road, It men- aldp. 

60 old that even Wlllsdal~k old 

rson Aver 
mack to E 
ally worn 

"=. . - 

men, Rotcction 1s lurnishtd resl- H. Rllev while the  i r s t  k n o m  Fire 
dents 34-hours daily, the Depart. Chief Was C. Stelnhruer In IPOB. An 
m n t  is cqujpptd with r pallcp Auxllinp En t h ~  PIT? nppartment 
radio mr. and Hlllsd~lr's a c c i d ~ n t  Was lormQd In lnm Mrfi John 
and crlmt rak t ant of the ~ l l e g  Rk ~ h ~ i f t n ~ n ,  vhlle an Exempt 
in &men Cnunty. Fmrn~n'r A ~ n c l ~ t l n n  WRU formed me cam- 1 in 1018 with T. c. Dtmmrrrt aa pres- 

1 t h e n  map have d ~ l l c u l t y  in re- 
Ictlllng, the old stage c o ~ c h  TOUtP l w h i c h  more or ]as Is responslblc 
lor some ot the wlndlng roads whlch 
have persisted Into mod~mizcd 
asphalt and concrete. 

llne a h w  
s, mads 11 

UFC unti 
T WM M n  ... .. 

munlty in 1tlOB. when mnsteblea 
*ur electrd. tho first klna James 

mmWeSt* Gear@* Ind 
Jlmes mtus. Fht unifmed 
m i d  ~ I I w  officer Ch8rlcs E. 
M c C l m ,  mppintcd In lnl3- In 
I n B  an d h a n c e  Pdicc 

PcrhuW the mom a t  the 
end Of tha lut centurp con- 
ti"uln~ I n h  mrly 1 m . n  pm 
what wd'r rum, 
just Mcllf! b k a  
w her rast lesdcrs 

. . 
d UP a t  C1ostcr J. 8. brmk8 vrs mpcrlnbndent 

to Obtain mmd'of the railroad in 1898. lust XI v- 

ldent. 

THC GTaL RCOUTS 
T h e  Glrl Scout movement in WUlx- 

dalc started. In 1824 and has mown 
to four bmv rind three trmprt of 
Browntes, wlth a totaI rncrnbrrship 
of more than 10a, wlth many plans 

Perhaps the best known trnct of nrd. J e w  

that tmversd by 
C h m .  ~ o n n  me B ~ P ~ W  mnd o t h r r a  

jnuntinr coach IS YPSIP~ way ,  over ;;: ' ~ ~ ~ : " ' ~  v e ~ ~ ~ , Z ~ n ~ ~  
which trav~rwd B e r ~ r n  Countp's youth dap, hmc 

In' low- tPrm'nur lor same b y # ,  now far Into rnlddlp a ~ p .  
n.ps thP 'Id 'Oh' Jacob cnn rtl11 recall btinp lrctured bv 

frmnua f u r  trader of rhr 1 ~ n L  ern-,th, miVal tllllroed tcrmlnus Is tn ~ r c h a * P d l M M c h  4, 11170, d t h  the 
WRmPum whlrh he uwd In tradrl the t l-milc ~8 jmt muth of 

I with the tribes of the Wmt. andlCarlstrdt. 
thst  wsmwm wan med* a t  the old1 ~~h~ ~ ] f ~ d  ahrmr 

/wampum mill In Park Ridge. ,#t.tlon thB r 

trmnsporm~ion. aqo *nd by that tLms -the sahostl 
Hlllsd~le then +sl aObEd fm Ih'W expnndtd and WM known rs 

hrgc farma. many of them h f d t .  the F?rn Jcrary and New York -51- 
and somr traces of the old wehnrds rnad Company. It had dready bttn 
are still evident. T h e  Demnrcst lcssrd to the Erle FL.llrond two 
fruit  Iarm nn Aillsdele Avrnut year1 bctort. But the roundhouse 
r r c t ,  thr Llvrriuht farm. formrrl!: and car .hops wrtt  nttll Ln Hllln- 
the Garrett Storms f n r m :  Winwrp, dalt  end Ihn Town&@ eont inud 
fnrmrrlv owned bv * mayor Of Hills- rn w e  of the m a t  important #bps 
 RIP, Ganlord B o ~ t ~ t ;  Fclter'r. M p r -  on Zho Ifno f o r  mnnp mn. 
prr' Hoppers', 1 1 1  contrlbutcd to thr It wnsn't until 1924 t h n t  the  firsf 
t o r n ' s  rconorny. busra came to Hlllsdalr. 

Department with Lawrence J. Foleylfor an even more active future. 
W ~ i n *  chief. Chiefs sfnce t h e n l ~ p o n s o r h ~  groups are the Iwal P -T. 
hlw k e n  Willlam F. Bulach andlA. and interested parents. Girl 
H. P. N. KocEsch. n m t  police car 
rrr purehmd in 1926 and traffic 
Uphh w e n  also providtd. 
R. &. U w w n  ia chief of the pa-- 

eat PIn Dtprtment, which is 
qufpptd nllh m a d m  hmk-and- 
ladder m d  pumptr-and-hw trucks 
Lnd hu a mcmkmhlp of a b u t  50 

S m u t  Troops now aetlvc Rre Num- 
bers 8 ,  10, and 23, Brownle organ- 
izatlons Include Troops 11, 12, and 
f a .  Weekly meeting6 are held and 
the gLrls have t e n  actlve in pspcr 
mlvage drlvcs. dlstrlbutlon of pub~ie 
Informatton, and In Gharltablr 
work. 
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DebateRages: Which Home BUSY LIBRARY 
AI IWde B h t t r d  Publlr L l h r ~ l r ~  In 

-- 
Some Say It% House In Which Antique Shop b 

Located, Others The Clendenny-Smith Rome 

There n a y  never be an end to the argument which is 
regIng Sn Hillsdale durlng the Fiiticth Anniversary Celebta- 
tlon of which b the oldest house in the Borough. 

Ized dune 18, 1935. and dedtcawd 
Jan. 1 0 ,  1935, had B total clrculation' 
01  oh and PW~O~ICRI .  of 3u.lmJ 

Of loo membtrs 
durlng ILt first 11, yenrs of rx is lmc~ ,  
I t  has been reported. 
The library opened on Hillsdale 

Avmur J r n u y  m, 1IW, mftm rn 
opermtlon of ILI citlemr fa m&la# 
such m plum posafblr It  rn The anniversary baclkIet cLairns the honor for what is, 

now the Smlth Antique Shop on Upper Broadway, denoted 
on an nuthentlcated map dated 1778. 

But let's I w k  at  the old Clendenny house whose rem- 
nant s  are sdd to  date back to  pre-Revolutionary timer. when 
'it, was owned by the Vanderbeck famlly, loyallsh. It was 
confiscaQd d u s l n ~  the Revolution and eventually sold by the 

, !,,, I& quartan mom 
int, its lacltlaa th* 
Ltddy Bullding. L l b r d r n  d m  

Perid h a  been m. Ruth 
~ r - ~ m ~ ~ ~ , ~ - 2 T ~ m ~  
Vander aule and m, Walter 
,,,,,. 

NPW JPTSPV rornrnlwl-n-r tn the - A 

prtw ~ r r ~ r v ~ l t r  in l i ~  fnr l z ~ a  AMONG OLDEST HTLISDALE HOMES 
pouadn, n h u t  l2,OM t h ~ n .  

Wtstervelt helrs evenlttallv mnld 
12 to the Smlth family, Hrnry Gmlth. 
one of the wrblthitst men tn Nnrth 
Jeraey ma the time, who arm fin m- 
derhkes. rventualip willed it !a his 
grandson, Henry Waltcr C l t n d m y .  
the present accupent. T h e  old. di- 
lapidated house on whose sib? a 
part of the origlnnl Yanderbeck 
home Is said still, to be rtand~ng, 
u now part of the Snddlewood Hllls 
holdings A t  one tjme the house 
had k e n  owncd by n Trsll iamlly, 
and n Tr.11 wss one of the iimt of- 
i l c i ~ ~ h  of XI1Esdalc. 
Then there's the old houw m e d  

by the Amstrong iemlly on Ell 
Road, lor which claims have k n  
made rs the oldtst house. It in 
knnwn to hsve been bullt lonR k- 
IQrt the 1800's Tht ground W8A UC- 
quired by John Durlt from Henryr 
Vnn Bellnda In 175U and p a r ~ w l  tn 
Garret Durir. Judge nf the Common 
P l e a ,  Who died there In 1822 

There U s  three houses on Pas- 
cmck Ro8d arlfflnally owned by thr 
Bsnta famlly whlch alm hava prt. ' 
Rcvolutlonarp r n t d e n t l .  

Thr n l t a  of tha Rnwmn rnmdon. 
tm, rho ma8 Ehf sits of the orlginnt 
Herlng houm which prtdntcd the 
Revolution. 

Then then'n tho old Demurt 
houw ahkh EM rhrrs thm h m -  
s r t a t  Orlat Mill wsa Iwattd m! the 
pUSWk Brook. Th. ntll orjsinmlly 1 
wsr bultt long beform Im, and the 
old D c m r s r t  house prweded that 
by many yenrs. An Ersklne Rcvalu- 
t l o n a v  war map lornus I D m u r s s t  
hemn Ehrrm 4 t h  thr dnw a i  1778 
Thl Demlre, th,t tlmr, ths prow*y nsr purchawd 

their by tha *vtd 
p&omInrkd In Hlll.dalc r l  thn turn e l  the centup. I t  Is  r c p u M  t n  

Fattersona owned v,rtue*ly h a w  hen bnlll  In I l l s .  The Imer home, nor k n n m  8s th* A m q t r Q n l  

am ec;kr H,us- I HOUW nn E ~ I  ~ n r d  18 a clrbrnmnt ?or hnnwr rn the aldt-i heme In the 

dsle. ] Rnmugh. It  ran bullt law Worm l l M .  , 
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Mail Came T o  Old Tavern 
Once A Week In Pre- 

Hillsdale Era 

FIRST POST OFFICE 

was s uood deal errsltr Ea deliver H ' m l w o d  A v m u r  hrlda*. 
your meswat ptrwnnIty ~ t h ~ r  than 
by Icttcr-orrltinrr. 

Wr. prfor ta 1870. Hfibdek ml- 
dents melvCd mall but once a w w k  
and had to dl for It at the tavern 
of Peter A. Jcrsry In Prscack. now 
W d r l i i f  LsLr. The npptamnec of 
the t a l l m d  to toan In 1870 srt a 
new pattcm. horewr, mnd thcrc- 

eyer. 

aIbr mmF1 - tcct,vtd ' Ihc picture of old HItlsdale nouldlwho did a11 thek shwtlng of mb- 
Rtsldents had to piel: ~t up. horn+- be lncornpletc l i  mme rnrntlan were, vennln. and birds with rinc. 

natural heritage bccsue' wrne not made of the fish and game and;:f thclr tin thtn ern- -' -' offlee - e' in ' t h e  g ~ o d  hunthg which a a s  part at played the munjt*ans msnufsc- &la mductcd b ' ~  Renrg El. Hering 
a dk what thr the bucollc l i f t  of that area. Meng 8 turcra u marksmen exhlbltors m d  

Mdf BuLldtng w d  Rtring mas family at that time depended for dcmnmtraturs. 

rumcd mmsst*r * slzlpart of It" winkr aupplv o i  meat/ But when the nhotgua -me 
-,,, Lspr mtmastrn includd ,on the deer whose herds often trav- the legal weapon In New Jerwy 

W. John W, KlnmonEh., eled nImost through the heatt of ,and thr rinr was prohlbitcd because 
th* Borough. 'of Ib rarnim? powrr and pot rn t l~ l  John ' wLnrrr'' Q u i n n ' i  E h ~ n  Rome of thr ynunecr men. rnmnrp, zhr Rawsons h u n ~  up t h ~ l r  

Rtlry- 'Ohn w' BamPtt' In Ihr n e l ~ h b h n o d  nt 50 gPar?;. rlflr- and p l - to l~ .  rt th  which t h ~ r .  John 6. Hmlnrr. nnd John V Snow 
ar th  thr Pmt Ofl,cr moved 
plscc tb plAct bv rarh Incumbnt 

can rwnII wt?hnut rllf[icul?v hrrrls w-rp P~UUI~V prnfirlmt, lor ull ttmr 
of mow I ~ R R  20 TICPT. h rnu '~ ln~  111- *'Shntpunrl P r p p ~ r  b x e s * * *  nard 
mnct ~~ndlsttsrbd bEnw thr s p l l ~ w a p ' ~ t d  Ruwcnn thr nthrr dnr. "If a Tn fPES s w m r l ~ n - l r u m ~ d  build- FRsrArb RTRnk, IPllnw mr~ldn't Rrr a hird nr n 

du''nE t h p  tenvrt Rabbltr mere pl~nt l fu l  nnd FI fall rnbb~r rlrh a a l n ~ : q  bullet he khouId 
Of =lnrnnnth srn'Pd " and mtncrr mrat stork fn rr~rlr for not hut?(:' 
OffLCC. I'Ler rnnctd tn Ihe 

Building, 'lnRllp ta 
t v r p  thrifty hnl ls~rl le  rhnsr hus- E v ~ n  In Ietrr ycmrl, Zhr Rsawns 
band or sons ddr dthc farnlly gun-.mould k l imit4 to a slnalr shot 

prrwnt Imatlon on Brondwny. Mell;  ,bnR, ,for any prize at 8 turhrr shmt In- 
dt"'rv 'n'uRuratrdl Among the mot? famous herntrrr CRIISC of thew deadly &kill with the 
rhl'r - Postmnst'r r'th of thst tlmr *er? thr R~arson twlns.lrlf1r and pistol. 
dellrev I ~ l l l L i r s  cxpandrd d v r l n ~  1 - - 
lnttr rean until tnday'n rxtellrnt 
mu! ru rnalntalned. 
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Methodists 
Built First 
Church Here 

m p s  chureha, an ITpimprl. 
C&thollc. find Mcthdlst Eplscopd. 
malntaln parish= in Hillsdale Wtb 
the honor of having been. the i h t  
m t e d  in the cammunlt~ idW 
the Methodut Epixopnl Church 
which held 1tJ f h t  service In 1676. 

Organized Msp 3. 1674, bf the 
R r v  J. Swftzer and construc'kd on 
land donattd by Dsvld P. Pbtterson 
the church hm ken wzWd b? 32 
mlnlsten and hm s rnembcrshp 
of 190. T h e  psrso!mge vB.3 cox- 
suucted in 11SW m d  shortly eftPr 
an addtion w u  made. An add~tron 
a- also made to t h e  church In 1911- 
Rev. Carl J .  Cowed La: present mkn- 
Istcr, WUiam BlaureIt has served 
M treasurer of th,c Church Bchcal 
lor the past 44 years, and m. Aug- 
uat Bachman has headed the Worn- 
m's Society for Chrlstfm &iT ice  
lor the pmt 22 year& 

Holy ninitp Epbm@ C'hureh 
w it. nm$ Mmb Jm. 1P. lsea 
h tha & d m  ol 3. F. Flnke on 
Patkrwn and Put Btm& with the 
fimt church 'beLng built in 1B90 on 
Parlc B t r t d  and moved to Its prm- 
cnt location on Hillsdale Avenue in 
March of 18W on Iand donated by 
Mm. h C. Holdnun. T h e  church 
v ~ a  later rernodcIccE lmto Its pres- 
ent rtrueture. A total of 18 minis- 
ters hare serPEd the church. which 
became a self-sustaWng parish In 
1845. and the Rev. Rlch~rd AseIford 
became t h e  first rector. The congrc- 
gation num- more than SMI. 
St. John the mptlst Cathollc 

Church mss UHcattd Dec. 13. 1825. 
after king erect4 on H~llsdule 
Avenue on property donakd by Mrs. 
Helen Rlley. Father Cornelius A. 
Carcorm k a m e  the first rtsident 
pastor and scned until 1937 when 
he wns succeeded by Father John 
A .  Munlcy. Fsther T h o r n s  d .  Dui- 
iy h m  h e n  pmtor slnce 1M5. The 
cowregation n u m h r s  approxunal c- 
ly 1,001) of which 126 aerved In 
world War TT. F?vc made the su- 
preme sacrifice. 
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Paor Henry Clendemy. 
Hasn't a pemy, 
Rut his frrends are mmy. 

Slpporl ham! 
Isria chrr4 
A d M r  Llnknom 

Yesterday r few clumps of -drops--we used ta call them 
foollrh virgins--rodded bravely In the March wlnd md snow as 
*re walked m wr garden. We r e m e m b e r 4  Me day  after everyme 
oleo had r * v . g d  Henry Cl-y's yard--how w r  f ~ m ~ l y  hed 

t h e ~ c  early in the qaef  m r n l n g  to search for m e  growing 
ba(l m I m w n d  of 4 d  hd taken p l ~ e .  Our qartkn IS ftlled 
wrth p l n l s  m d  W r  thd represent frrmrlr. At last, as w 
v.erc rboul $0 go, d r  dry leaves, in a far comer,  we found 
the pmr*bops. a few star of Bethtehwn m d  crocus plants lo 
carry home md p l n t  In our prrden. The others must hmve thou*t 
they were wild onrorrs. They WII! always rmind me wr son, Chrp, 
told me the yo- people were havlng a brnwistrat~on. lmcwse 
h e  ald folks had forpHen h a t  they had t a e f  t h e ~ r  dr~ ldren- -  
ftrmt the lrrst s ~ g n  of b r e a d o m  In c iv~l~zatron rs when tlw yorng 
negl-2 to care for the old. 

It seems r short t ~ m e  ogo our mrrkshop was f~ l led  w ~ t h  s~gns  
read~ng "Don't Bubld cn Me." d "R I P. H~llsdale Her~tage " 
1968 was the year elernmtary urd Pasc8ck VaFIey Htgh Sch~ol 
s t d m t s  dernwlstrated In trmt of Henry's b e  md later col- 
l e c t d  $1.400 by p i n g  from abar to door. Thrs was ta h e l p  Henry 
pay hbs beck taxes so he could stay in h ~ s  mes t rs l  home on H ~ l l s -  
dale Avenue Wwe &Its were ~ndlg?ml. 

February 8, 1- N i t r  KDehler and I were wnmg those from 
Hillsdale In Superlor Court Men h d p  Morris Pashmn ruled 
that Henry cwld keep hrs Fwwne. Yw should have seen Henry 

- In h ~ s  fresh crew cut, new grey w~t ,  starched white shirt, b l w  
, &t md the scuffed, muddy brom w a r k r n n ' s  shoes healways 

w r e  arovld home. As r s  he was settled in thp courtroom 
- bench, he turned a r m  wrth a big smhle urd wr~k at Nita n d  

me. Hc lodred mueh yovrger thn his 82 years. 
H seemed Henry losl the 3aD u r e  p r o p e w  in t1)4f for non- 

payment of taxes. He elther sold dmut MO x r e s  for a small 
rrmrnt or t r d e d  it lor slpplqes. Men the qrewnonl was m*de 
k t  hp 3wKlld have o I r f e  tenoncy m the few rema~nlng acres, 
Hmry was 72 years old. md had a t ~ f e  a x p c l n c y  of 8 more 
ywrs ucord~ng to 1nsur-e company .ctuary tb les .  Pssh- 
m, *Iho IS f m r n  for inlect~ng hunor wrth exwt I~ming. gelpped. 
Well,  tw certatnty fmled a lot of people." 

For h r e  who drh't  l ive In H~llsdale in 1 W - - o u r  town d- 

H i l l s d a l e  hews 
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n.tionwi& a t t d i ~ ~ .  wrth TV. r d i o  H nevifp.per cover- 
.PB. Even L.B.J. pot u on II t h r o w  m $ 1 0  m t r i b u t ~ o n  sent to 
hrm brew- a I t .  Dmid Hart, who wrs in Vaetnam, d i h ' t  know 

*a mJre wl the &uk. The Clgndemy f r m ~ l y  hsd tivadrn 
p a r  old b far m y  years m d  m w  he was d to  be 

wrcted! 
Furniture m d  furnishings from this M e  are m w  in the Smith 
h in Rocklnd C w t y  In New Yark State wrd much of 
it r r  in p r t v h  cclllections. Chite m lot of it was rlolen by Hillsdale 
mstdsntr. L s m  a yo- m a  walk m a y  with an ail, surely a 
fmnily wdrait, w i h  a bead~ fu l  gpld frome. T m  bdl we d i h ' t  
h u e  our orm museum. 

h r  rn w l e d  rp a b r  mder the porch where there were 
*t.cks of Englrsh stoneware; death cert8ficates or forms dated 
mr far  back as 1850 a d  1W: b r l l s  and deeds dated In the early 
180D's; bul let s h e d  g!ass fruit jars dated 1848 and much more. 
I wrsh I h d  h e  jam c q h a r d  In the basement Thrs was reportad 
to & w m r  Hwghs' offrce by Lammt Haggerty and me. 

Artrsts came from the entire area to paint thrs ramshackle 
krildrng which hrd just ""rowed" to accommodate sdd~ttwlal Imm- 
i l ~ e s  as lend became mare scarce. On m 'fine sprlng o r  autumn 
d.y it was not rnusurl to see a grow of t b m  s e t t l d  dDwn with 
t h e ~ r  boxes n d  palettes for s day of palntbng. 

S o m u  of mBrn show Henry In h is hay w m p n  lokrng yomg people 
on a hayride, someth~ng he did mtil a lew rears ago. 

Henry Clendenny has h called "Hillsdale's Dr ha l i t t l e "  
by m n y .  He really did talk to hts gn~mals and they seemed to 
mderstnd. February 796%. at the tlme of the student demonstra- 
tion in front of h15 tams, the most famous creatures In hrs yard 
were the attacking p s e - - m o r e  VICIOUS than m y  watchdog He 
h d  three horses. twa waddling ducks. a pet rabb~t ,  a &g, trm 
u t s  ad s ptgsbn. HIS robster wakened the ne~ghbors for blocks 
w r a M  each morning. 8s wrl rs  hts harem of varrous breeds of 
hens. With m ~ s t  of these In h e  house with h ~ r n  s~t t lng on hrs I q  
or shu lder  p u  c m  urderstand why,ttre chtldren gave hlm hrs 
n~ckntnwne "Dr. Doolrttle" 

Nbvember 1, 1%9 Henry Walter Clendenny tmk  has sptlntered 
s f r m  su~tcare plus three brovn paper brgs full of h ~ s  porsesslons 
md left his heme to l ~ v e  with M r .  m d  Mrs. Jack Fltzpatrrck of 
Washington A v e m r e .  HI IS r t ~ l l  l lvlng wltti these fr~ends end the~r  
dr$ldren. 

Henry's home, d i r d l y  .cross from the hte~#iborhood Store on 
Hill*le Avenue, once the manor house of a acre estate 
rmuld be wrth h u t  $15 rn i l l~on an today's market. Maw there 
are six modern b e s  stondrng on this ground. 

The home he 9banb-t-d was in poor eondltmn and even dreamers 
r g r 4  11 wasn't feasrble to restere it l o  i ts  earlier condltrm. 
However. Hw entire secmd floor had w d  pmeling wrth worm 
tules and a prtrna rnmy collectors conscdered pr~celess. Whrle 
there was no carved and l~ttle classrc woodwork expesed, experts 
on prrm~t lves ond reslorat~mc have been appalled at the Iporance 
of h s e  vrho allowed ~t lo be demolished w ~ t h u t  sslvag~ng the old 
4. Most of the valuable harchere was stolen by local people 
long sga m d  the n t i q u ~ s  went for nothrng to dealers when Henry 
r m d d  supplies 

Perhaps tiw city fathers, in office at the time this large parcel 
of lsnd IS rumored to have been sold for  a p~ttance, can t e l l  us 
how t h ~ s  came &out. It is my mderstand~ng all tax sales must 
h advertired locally. This should have been purchased by the 
city or rornty for a pmrk. Was anyone aromd rn thdse p o d  old 
days? 

Next waek Jack Fitzgerald will tell how he met Henry Clen-ny 
8s m young b y :  let you kmw b w  he is gett~ng along now; and 
aum inclde 8 brwd new picture of Henry. Don't mrss next T w s -  
dy! 



GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN4ast before wr~cklag crew went lo work, Clendemy house stands for last picture. 

.Homestead Goes - Stubbornly, Like Henry 
Families of raccoons that  
bd over the years ripped of£ 
mi shingles escaped from the 
CTendenny homestead toward 
W e 6  centuries old. 

Tbe demautlon p b  b e g m  at 
8:30 a.m. and knwked down 
the w e t  chimney. Joseph 
Maio and Sons of Mi, ex- 
cavators on their flrst demoli- 
tian p b .  used e backhoe and 
r bucket loader yesterday to 
push, nudge, and bang the 
oldest house in Hihdale to 
earth. 
By 10:20 a.m.. the east wing 

of the twestory house ahud- 
d s r e d d c d l r p r a d ~ ~  

barn. ah&, and a corncrib 
fen, too. 

3M Years Ot Histery 

"It's stubborn. just We Hen- 
ry," said Barry b w d ,  stu- 
dent at  D m  Bosm and aon of 
former Mayor P P ~  %a. Joh 
F. Dowd, wbo with a iew other ' 
townspeople staod watcbing 
until tbe farmstend &sp- 
peared. 
Henry is Henry W. aen- 

denny, 84, whose fiuancid 
Rind forced him tast R a l l b  
ween to leave the pre -R~vu~u-  - 

tjonary hone  his l a d y  had IJLs A Gracious Lab , 
occupied since his mat- 
gmdfathm, h d r i c d  Smith *£ ' T e n ~  used te give me a 
aden's ~ ~ d i ~ ~  N. Y. ac- b w d s y  party hav-ride." said 
quved the mie rind' Timothy. "And he'd teU us 

scary stories about the funeral peres in 1837. borne his family used to have in 
Tbe original sandstone pr-  the east wing." 

of houec has been &i- The Clendemp homestead was 
meted to & more than 9W mce  a place of # ~ ~ C I O U S  Livi~g., 
gears old. F~ne h e n s ,  silverware and 

china were used for tea panrez 
Beds Btm wd M the l a m .  The house was 

furnished with antiques, long 
''kt b~kones be ~Jrgones." gm, now. In recent years. the 

H ~ Y  had been saying. He glace was picturesque to some, 
was not around yesterday. He and an eyesore to many.  he most recent owner or me 
had mourned the kss of his The family back of the Glen-. Clendenng ternaming two acres, 
ancestors' home. all alone, denny tract had 'bought the~r  Norman J. Tandy uf Hillsdale, 
through that night belore his house becar~sc I h p ~  Ioted [he h a s  sold the property tn a Falr 
leavmg to live with young presence of the adl0inin.E tumble I t a w n  builder, who will develop a 
H~llsdale friends. down property. Henry is that Isix-lot resrdentlal gubdivision of 

exp~ns;ve pseuda~eolonialhmes. 
Many friends of Henry 

I da~rned mementos yeeterday. , rock garden, or of 
the snowdrops, blooming w, 
what used to be the lawn, near 

tal l  everHree,s B~~~~ 
planted when he was s m s ~  
boy. 

OthPrs'sa~vsged harm Plank- 
ing a house beam or two, 
hanmewn, and an ovaltopped 

& beagle, Nellie, 12, ec- family'r d m e r  guest once each 
companies him dally to spend 
the day with his two Clendenny, a widawes without 
Star and Beauty, Percheron- -hl]dren, paradoxicaUy i s  a 
Rambleton blood sisters, stabled i,,,, many friends. He js 
Ooar a ~3iend in Saddle weatherbeaten, gruff and blunt, 
River. yet these quatilies makc hlm the ' 

But Ue way to go trmn Hills- 
dale to Saddle River was past 
his former home - twice a dey, 
He kept his eyes averted when 

more endearing to- lhose who 
know hlm. Hg i s  t r y ~ n g  to, adapt 
to the great change In hls way 
oi  life, and is unhappy when he 

he reached what used 10 be 604. 
Hillsdale Ave. 

A friend told him yesterday 
afternoon that demolition had 

js part of cooth~ng bcPdthes. attic window and shuttm, for 
]'*Let bygones be bygones." the Bergea Cwnty 

Early In 1968 when ~h~ Record 
annnunced ~ j y a t e n e d  miction lovers carried away 

started. Henry's hrad was low- i 
ered but his eyes fined wllh- 
tears when he passed l hp  high 
rubble, said Timothy O'AeilJy.. 
Tim 1s on* of the many young I 
atera who used to help Henry's 
pr~rate menagerie of pets. ! Iter already." 

- 

Henry Clendenn y ,  eo~trhubro ed doors or columns, 
throughout the nation, canad=, scavenged just for 
,,d Vietnam helped to ~ e e p , , w o d  and brlcks for do-it-your- 
IIenry his home, for what  

two exira years - time to 
adjust to the inevitable. 

;self prolects. 
Said the wrecker: 
"The neigbborhaod l& bet- 



HQPPIER DUYS Q T  THE CLENDENNY HOME 

Fy Margaret Wolfangel, a s  t o l d  to V e r a  V. ber- le t  

Lonq years  ago it w a s  a pleasure ta ~ v i t e d  to sner~d an 
af ternoun  w i t h  m y  mother a n d  her- f r i r r w -  wher~ t h e v  w e n t  to 
visit M r s .  M a t t l e  Clendenrty Itienryv-s w r f e )  a r ~ d  M r - 5 .  E f f i e  
Rapp,  h e r  m o t h e r ,  at the  a l d  hcqmestead an Hlllsdale bvenue. 

W h i l e  t h e  older w o m e n  talked as they  sulltcd or d l d  
hand work, I wandered abol-kt looking at t h e  g lass-ertclosed 
case of s tu f fed  birds Matt le t o l d  m e  Hertry had shot ctr srlare- 
ed on h i s  p r u p e r t y ,  There was a cedar w a ~  wrng, ~l=~ldflnch, 
bluebird, red w ~ r ~ g e d  blackbird and rnar~y more to t h r i l l  a 
youngs ter .  M o s t  entrancing w a s  a s t l ~ f f e d  ~ h e a s a r ~ t  on t h e  
mantle. Sorne t  l r n e s  I watched  t w o  il=tve blrds I ~ I  t h e ~ t -  cage 
hanging in the dining room. 

O u t s i d e  of their house  I played with their dcrgs, cats ,  
Bantarns and showy Japanese  Tc~sas.  I t  w a s  a SDeclal treat to 
watch Henry bring in the horses and bed them down. 1 was 
fascinated watching Henry's mother drive those huge wcprk. hat-- 
ses harne6sed to the heavy f a r m  wagon to town to do h e r  shoo- 
ping. Effie handled this t e a m  O F  horses as well as any m a n .  
She always ware a d r e s s  and a black wool shawl w i t h  a star- 
ched black s u n  bonnet, Her  hlghbuttoned shoes w e r e  almost 
t h e  same as Henry's. E f f i e  R a m  w a s  a tall, handserne wornan, 
makrng a comelete switch w h e n  she d r e s s e d  tc gfi to c h u r c h  irt 
her "good silk print w i t h  a w h r t e  lace d lckey ,  " with white 
gloves, hat and her  "good" shues and stockings. 

a f t e r  t h e  o u i  l t i n g  bee and needle wc~t-k 5e55ion was f i n -  
 shed, Matt le would serve he?- farn~us hot milk. 5ponne cakelarid 
coffee, p l u s  cookies and Payer rake. Fllsu, home g r o w n  s t r - a w -  
berries and black caps, I Y C  season, w i t h  heavy shraped cuean?. 
The r o o k l e s  were giant sugar cookies made w i t h  home m a d e  b u t -  
ter, fresh eqps and m l l k  usjlrrg large sugar-  c r - y s t s l s  on t o p  
and w a s h e r b c l a r d  m c l l a s s e s  cclokies made with real b l a c k s t  rap 
molasses. Frult salad In thos days m e a n t  all hurne gr-awn 
fruit w i t h  horns m a d e  fresh daily mayonnaise. E x t r a  heavy  
whipped cream w a s  gently folded i n t o  t h e  mayunnalse and Fen- 
e r o u e  servings were b r o u g h t  c ~ n  a f t e r  fruit was laced w i t h  
t h e  mayonnaise a n d  cream and topped w i t h  one mat-aschlnu cher- 
ry-- t h e y  used to be very expensive. This was served w i t h  
angel food cake-- such as m ~ x  will never produce. Flnd M a t -  
t i e q  s r o f  fee-- Oh Henry ! 

M a t t i e ' s  par-lor w a s  c a r p e t e d  and had lace c u r t a i n s .  
There was a L a r g e  sofa and two love seats w i th  pierced a n d  
carved cherry cresting r a x 3 s .  In earlier clays it w a s  l i g h t -  
e d  w i t h  ker-osene lamps but t h e i r  horw was electrif led when 
t h e  lines came through H~llsdale. T h e r e  w a s  wallpaaer or1 
the walls a n d  I remembet- several m a r - b l e  t o p p e d  tables anc 
rocking chairs. thet-e w a s  a comb back chair i~ t he  f ~ a r r t  
parlor. There w e r e  three planus; one a vet-y l a r g e  qr-and 
piano w i t h  huge carved legs and mother of pearl k e y s ;  t h e  



o t h e r  two uprights. Henry took piano lessons, but no one 
seems to know h o w  far he p r o g r e s s e d .  

The bedrooms w e r e  at the  front a f  the house and each bed 
had a deep fluffy feather ticking m a t  that  had to be f l u f f e d  
up each day and a h i g h  step stpol was needed to hot3 i n t o  bed. 
The beds had rope mattresses. Beautiful hornespun bedspreads 
and hand quilted q u i  Ets w e t - e  on each bed. The sheets and 
pillow ca5es had  lace, t a t t i n g  and embroidery un t h e m .  Mat- 
tls w a s  proud oF her fancy linen tablecloths and na~kins 
with cut  work  and embroidery; her hurk towels w i t h  fringes 
and bureau r u n n e r s  of s i l k  and Ilnen. 

Henry also had a t r e m e n d o u s  truck garden and sold veqe- 
tab les .  During t h e  depression when many p s o ~ l e  iv towr~  were 
bavlng a r u u g ?  t i m e  t h e y  k n e w  t h e y  could g e t  rood at the 
Clendenny farm. T h i s  w a r  ntent zoned by more than one resi- 
dent  when money was being collected for H e n r y q s  back taxes 
a f e w  years ago. 

M a t t l e  w a s  a ladylike gentlewoman with brownish hair 
and eyes. Her charm was i n  her w a r m t h  and kindliness. She 
s r l j o y e d  entertaining and w a s  kr~own fur sett inq a bout iful 
board. She  was m o s t  o f t e n  seen in s i m p l e  shirtwaist dresses, 
which c o u l d  pass ~n a '72 crowd, i f  s h u r t e r r e d .  Her flower 
gardens  were carcfuily manicured. Brave crocus, snow drops, 
hepatica, daffcdlls, myrtle and grape hyacinths w e r e  still 
bursting fat- th each spring, hardly a b l e  to wait until the  
sncrw w a s  gone to show t h e i r  colors, up to t h e  very time when 
the house was demolished. Her bushes still s2;ood too-- as 
prclud and tall as M a t t i e  and Eff ie- -  the forsythia, spirea,  
wege?.  ia, br ida :  wreath, i i lac, and mock orange. 

fn later- yeat-5, a f t e r  rny mart-iage, Jobn and I were o f t e n  
gl- tests o f  the Cler~dennys a l o n g  w i t h  Mr.. and M r s .  Walter Banta 
and Mr. a ~ r d  M r - s .  Law-y Wandel l .  Henry arrd M a t t i e ' s  hospi;al- 
~ t y  was as warrn and f r i e r ~ d l y  as any I have known. Flfter M a t -  
t i p  d i e d ,  he*- m o t h e r  w e n t  to s t a y  w i t h  Mr. and Mrs. Thos. 
T e t  lcrw at t h e  corner o f  Magnolia a n d  Cross Street, where she 
s?.ayed fat- q u i t e  a f e w  years. 

I like ?.ct r-ernernber t h e  happy d a y s  at the Clendenrryqs arid 
hope Henr-y earl 60 the s a m e .  O n e  o f  m y  first memories is 
~ c ~ i n g  to qet r r ~ l k . ,  IT! a t irr pail, at their- kitchen door, fcr 
seven cer:ts a c u a r t  as a child. It has never k a s t e d  as cood 
5jr1ce therr. 

idhe.? Matt ie and her- m o t h e r  went to t h e  Methodist C h i ~ r c h  
Qn a Sunday rnonring Mattie wore a neat llttle hat trimmed 
w i t h  f ! o w e r s  and a flowered silk p r i n t  d r e s s .  Effie would 
wear a dark sklrt and w h i t e  blouse w i t h  a black velvet rib- 
bon crossed over at the  collar w i t h  a ear11eo pin.  

YES, there w e r e  happy days at t h e  Clendenny h o u s e .  



Nat qnh a n a t ~ v e - h r n  Hll lsdal~te, having come here at aQe .- 
six months from Hackensack in 1909. and having Sired here since 
then, except for a few sbd years rn Oradell, New Jersey, I feel 
l ike a real '401dtlmer."' 

REMINISCING 

BY GEORGE K .  JEPWN 

First r e e o l l ~ t ~ o n s  in winter 1912- 13, look~ng up f rom shoveled 
paths, at snowbanks way over my head Also, r~df ing with Pop, Jr .  
and Pa (Gran4a)  in Pa's 7 9 0 9  Premier touring c a r  which was 
very noisy and not always dependable. My Pop did dnot drrve yet 
in 191 1 but went by t ram and trol ley ca r  to Paterson Automobrle 
Row where he bought thrs Premier car for Pa Jepson. &Her tak~nq 
tfitle to the car, he learned to dr ive on the way home to ~ l l l s d a l e  
and probably did pretty well. Later  he taught Pa J. to drive. Pa 
was a long-t~me locomotive engineer for the New Jersey and New 
York Ra~lroad. also master mechanic and road foreman of loco- 
motives. Being used to ra i l -gu~ded locos, occasionally he forgot 
to steer the Premier wfith resulting small d~sasters of tand~ng 
in rarlroad ditch, corner of Summit Avenue [now Broadway) and 
Harr~ngton Street. Further remember a Sunday afternmn rsde In 
Premier with Pop drivfing, The ca r  broke dawn In Far  Eastwmd 
section (part of Old Tappan] so Pap walked to Lachmmd's Hotel 
In Rlver Vale and phoned Walter Peverelly Tax1 Service to p ~ c k  
us ~p. "Pep" arrived promptly In a 1911 Ford Model ""T" I m -  
ousine-type taxr, one of 3 o r  4 he ran In  Hillsdale. He took us 
home and Pop had the P re rn~e r  towed In and repaired. T h ~ s  ca r  
was not the f irst car  in H~tlsdale,  but was one of the early cars 
here. Those years, just about al l  cars were put away in Fate Fall. 
jacked up and drained until early A p r ~ l .  when a new motoring 
season started. No such thing as p low~ng roads, on1 y sidewalks 
usually done by Henry C lendenny with one horse and a wooden 
wedge plow f ~ l l e d  w ~ t h  socks to plow close. Some years later (24 
o r  25) s t i l l  no plow~nq. One made h ~ s  own t racks through the snow 
and when ram occurred and froze later. cars got Into these tracks 
w ~ t h  just about no steerlng needed. Many t~mes, l recall  golng 
a couple of blocks before belng able to get out of an ~ c y  t rack .  
Those were the days! Everyth~ng a t  a much slower pace than today. . 

Ar a young schoolboy I remember d e l ~ v e r ~ n g  the monthly rnort- 
gage check to Mrs. Sarah Clendenny's home, h t c h  was very rm- 
pressive, 55 or 60 years ago. Mrs .  Sarah Clendenny was Henry's 
Ma. 

Also. I remember de l~ver lng  an envelope of pay-checks t o M r .  
Banta, school pr~nclpal ,  who then p a ~ d  the teachers. Pop was school 
clerk and had charge of such matters for a few years. Was I a brg 
shot then! 

A brg event was the dally parade { A . M  down) (P.M. up) of 12-20 
cows of Mrs .  Werkheiser of Hlllsdale House, usually attended by 
Bobby Lane, somet~mes by Mrs. Werkhe~ser. The cows grazed 
overnight In the f~efds,  corner of Wash~ngton Avenue and Broadway 
{Hemme's) and rn the rneadows,just below Pascack Brook bridge 
on Broadway, dur~ng the dayti me I made a dally trtp {usually bare 
foot) w ~ t h  two o r  three 4 -6  qt, pails of m114 for my folks and two 
nerghbar farn~lies. A l l  t h ~ s  f o r  spend~ng money. m e n  we drank 
the warm. r ~ c h  ml lk and mrlk never tasted better. 

As children we played rn the r a ~  l road yards on and \round the cars 
and englnes. in sp~ te  of Mom's warnrng "don't go over on that dirty 
old railroad. you m ~ g h t  step an "somethrng". R~d ing  to  Hackensack 
as a very small boy wmth Morn and always hav~nq to  make at least 
two v ~ s ~ t s  to the "IrI Boys Room" where I was fascinated looking 
down the hole at the roadbed f l y ~ n g  under me. In the late "20s and 
ear ly  30s rrdrng in the locornot~ves vsually ~ 8 t h  Lew Westphal o r  
Dave Ackerman was s very brg t h r ~ l l ,  and always a d ldy ,  sooty 
trep. Rode the "111 cupola in the caboose a f e w t ~ r n e s I l n f r e ~ g h t  
trarns) al l  the way to Haverstraw, N.Y where l lne ended at that 
t ~ m e ,  but connected with West %ore drvision of New York Central. 
Have photos of these happen1 ngs 

Another memory rs commuting In 1923 to Jersey City for a job 
In Seaman's Bank for Sav~ngs, Wall Street. where I was "chlef 
office boy." Llving at 50 Harr~ngton Street I couldwalkacross 
Broadway and catch an "Emerson" of "Westwmd" t r w n  (unauth- 
orized. of course) in the A.M. and evenmgs, comrng home (and belng 
young and thoughZlessf lumping off the t r a ~ n  earlmer and earl ier 
while In mot~on u n t ~ l  1 had ~t down to a fine professnonal a r t .  Tho 
t r a m m e n  f ~ n a l  l y warned me and th 15 caper ceased! 

Hillsdale hews 
M r .  Z Y ,  1 9 1 3 : l  

(TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK) 



REMlNlSClNG 
BY GEORGE K. J E W N  

WWTINUED FROM LAST WEEK H i l l s d a l e  News 
A friend (name forgotten) md I built a small dnm over the Pnscack 

Brook with logs, rocks and sod for e deeper swimming hole. Just 
bpr .  3 ,  1 9 7 3 : l  

u b v t  f~nished ~t when we were set upon and shaken up thoroughly 
and dam destroyed by Pete Buschbaum and m e  of h is  pals. They 
claimed we were &ut to  flood their yards. h i t @  r taper and n i  
harm clone to  anything o r  anybody. 

We played hundreds of hours on the mltze of islmds formed by 
Prscaek Brook starting just %uth of Koenig's yard west of ra i l  road 
tracks and ending at ra i l road car bridge. Many logs and trees dam 
over to bridge stream: many m d  swim holes; many snakes; w ~ l d  
flowers in sprlng and just p l a ~ n  exploring. 

Visiting a character named Pete "Shohola" Peters, a squatter, 
a lonely recluse, l iving in a shack, home-grown at t h  site of the 
present Boro Garage. HIS h s e  was constructed of packlng boxes, 
crates n d  ta r  p p e r  snd had such fssc~nat~ng Items of interest to  
a ywth such as kerosene lamps. There was no plumbing. He carried 
his water from a nearby hand pump at the home of nel-rs. Thus 
shack was buil t  on m island, m e  of perhaps five, made from the 
meandering of the Pascack brook. Venturing furtlrer to  a S t r ~ g e  
bran on anather island housing many peculrar props and t h a t r ~ c a l  
statues bclonglng to M r .  Tom Nawn who was a smal l - t~me theatrical 
producer md playwr~$t. I was further rnyst~fiecl. 

f h1s house later belonged to Mr. S W ~ M ,  deceased, and 8s rmw 
omupled by the Pfeiffer family. 

Somet~mes I crossed Harr~ngton Street to Papa and Mama Lmg's 
home at 50 Broadway where 1 way royally entertamed for a p e r ~ o d  
of m y  years In the house o r  In the 2 1/2 story barn w ~ t h  an elab- 
orate theatre and all  sorts of expensive dornest IC and fore~gn toys 
end games. U p s t a ~ r s  were skee-ball-type and dmer~can  toys with 
a stage for shows. Below In the garage part were cars. I remember 

oeelng Chalmers. Muwell, Wilfys KnigM, lulocm, Locwnobils, d 
&ers. h e  of the wrtside games were fhe rings +Id swi* on 
long ropes attach& to tall trees. They were just Awl the mst of 
fun in the neighbarhod. 

The f ~ r s t  local t ranspor td im was in $uses (jitneys h e y  were 
called at Zhaf t ~ rne  because they cost flve cents] based an Nkdel 
"T" chassis and operated from WeshvDDd to Park Ridge. They 
were mmed by Mr. Snm Baxinni, an  old frrend, who has long 
since passed on. This sewlce starled just after Wor ld  War l 
in 1979. 

Summit Awe. (now Bromdway) in the rainy season became a muddy 
mire. Mmy early cars sank in to the hubs and had to  be pulled md 
with horses. 

In the summer Gypsy caravans (horse-drawn) came through torm 
and most were very colorful. Ch~ldren were warned to  stay at 
home o r  they might be stolen and sold. 

I r e m e m b r  many large wooden bodied long d~stance moving 
vans hauled by two o r  three teams of horses passing thru to ather 
polnls, So slow and different from today. 

Summtt Ave. (Broadway now) was paved with modern concrete 
just after W.W.L (1919) and at f i rst,  was a thing of great loy ta 
us mechanically incl i n 4  youths. Watching the steam-powered 
cement mixer inching along a few feet a day, k n g  fed sand and 
grave1 by horse-dra$ wag& with dumping equ~pment and crushed 
stone by very early 4 cyl. General Motors Company dump trucks 
(hand- r ta r td  by cranking and hand-dumped) was great. I t  took 
almost a year to pare from Washington Avenue. Hdllsdale to Lr- 
vlngton Street, Westwood. I t  bay unused f o r  perhaps two months 
in order to let it harden. We y m g u n s  took it over and used it for 
the best, and fastest ro l le r  skating area ever k m  In these pads. 
We kids were qu~ te  peeved when motorists finally started to vsc i t  
f o r  a road. It was a tremendous step over the old rutted grave l  
and mud road used formerly. 



"Reminiscing" cont td .  

Clp ta lW5-M most older h e s  had no ins~de  conveniences e ~ -  
cepf perhaps a hand-water pvnp in the kitchen The outs#& con- 
venrance, o b r w ~ s e  know as outhwse, John. "Chrc Sale", o r  just 
plain one-hoEer or two-holer was mostly usedupto that time. Makmng 
use of one at nmght or an winter m a t h e r  was qurte an enpermme - 
not Zoo comfortable. Mmy o u b u s e s  were very f n c y  with carred 
vvoodwork and fancy Iatt~ce-*vork. plus hand carved half-moons used 
in the h r s  for ventr l r t rm.  The water pumps were of huo Qpes n 
1 ternember. A ~ 1 s t ~  type with an 40 and &rm rnotiwl handle nd 
n endless cham type w ~ t h  small metal crrps attached to t b  chrin 
which when cranked in a clrcular motion, p r d c e d  a f a ~ r l y  g ~ ~ d  
flow of water out of P spout. 

A great Sunday afterrmon treat was a watk ~lp to Dr. DeMott's 
French Ice cream parlor. In those days. slrolltng by die fornilion 
wms qu~te popular a5 very few pmple had cars. 

Those wonderful silent movresj Saturday evenmg and occasionally 
Saturday afternhon mat~nee wmth Pearl White, 'Ruth Roland, Dorethy 
Dalton, Charlie Chaplln. Doug Fairbanks, Sr. nd Mmry Pickford 
plus. of course. the famous h r r o r  ftlrns, "The Hooded Terror", 
"The Man- Ape". "Perr Is of Paul in@" and many others. All  of thesm 
at the old H~l lsdale  Ftre House upstairs wrth an occasional jmmt to 
the old "Cas~no" at comer of Broadway and lrvtngton Street. Wstt- 
wood. Thts last was an old wooden theatre with playor pl- &d 
moveable sets. 

mrte  a few sand and gravel plts were located around Hillsdale 
with cement block plants adjacent. Perhaps the earl  lest m was at 
the corner of Washrngtan Avenue and Magnolia Avenue where al l  
of the gravel and sand for the poured cement apartments and some 
nearby homes came from. These structures had wooden forms 
erected and the rn~xed cement was then poured mak~ng a very skb- 
stantlal, but heavy bumld~ng. This par l~cu lar  cement block plant 
was owned by the John Ackerman famrly. A later generatton m o w 4  
the plant to East Paerrnmt Avenue near Ruckman Road where ~t ended 
rts days perhaps ten years ago. Another bag such p ~ l  and plant was 
on West HI I lsdale Avenue near Taylor Street. kt mrned sand and gravel 
for many years owned by Mr. T I .  Haubner who later became a Boro 
oHrc~al  and pub l~c -sp~r l led  cltlzen berng Frse C h ~ e f  and Pmrmaster .  

Another bus~ness rn progress locally was the log saw-m~l l .  a fact 
now remembered by only old-trmers. One that 1 partmcularly rs- 
member was located on the northwest corner of Magnol la and Pier- 
mont Avenues owned by M r .  Grant Tttus who later moved mt to East 
Plermont Avenue near the Ackerman sand-prt where closed 
thirty-five years ago. 

In my very yotmg dsys. 1914-20, 1 played aromd the rums of an 
abandoned b o x  factory located near Cotrneyer pond lust west af the 
M~llsdale Manor Rarlroad depot. I was greafly ~nlerested tn t h e ~ r  
b ~ g  steam engrne and boiler rusting awsy. I have even heard rumors 
of an e a r l ~ e r  fsctory east of Kinderkamack Road near St. Nicholas 
Ave. Such are my memories, m d  many more as the Jepsm clun 
developed. 



Hillsaale News 
M r .  6 ,  1973:l 

HILLSOALE MEMORIES - FROM TEENAGER TO SENIOR CITIZEN 
IN FIFTY BUSY YEARS - PART 1 / 

I 
4 I " 

BY MERCEOES BOESCHE E t S E  

My intrddicm to Hillsdale came as B teenager when m y  family 
pr- a M e  here through Loretta Higgjns, mother of present 
cby realtor, Joseph Htqgins. , > 
I recall Post World W a r  I Wlsdale as "hills and dales" - as 
th. m e  implies - d lots d wide open spaces, a concentration 
of homes close to the dat~on  area, s few stores. a l ~ v e r y  stable 
*re the presart b d  is  located, n d  a tlny wooden Post Ofljce 

located at the N o r h a s t  corner af Hi Ilsdale and Rail road A v e n ~ s .  
presrded over by Postmaster Barnett. & the outskirts of the 
t m  proper m a  mmnerous fwms nd a sprinkling of hmes .  It 
was a rural community In which everyone knew just h u t  every- 
me else st least by m e  9nd sight. 
Srme there was little Industry In Pascaek Val ley. most of the men 

ml operating farms o r  local stores end businesses commuted te 
New York C~ty .  Train service, a l tbu*  d ~ r t y  and jolty, was more 
fr-t than it has been far  many years. Service on Saturdays 
n d  *days ma& it possible to visit rn New York o r  take adunt-  
mge of mtedrinrnenl there. A wnal l rickety bus did local service 

between Park Ridge and W e s M .  
Few wives worked outside of their homes unless assisting husbwrds 

in local busrnesses. Most were active in church work - Ladies 
Aid Society and srmilar organizations - and occasionally enjoyed 
coffee. cake m d  card play~ng w ~ t h  neighbors and f r~ends.  Car 
crrmrrship was w u a l  so that act~vi ty  was usually wrthin a small 
rad~us.  Some of our closer neighbors were the Bi 1 1  Dublers, Clyde 
Days, C h n r l e ~  Hillebrants. Hoppes, Angalls, Burgoynes. Westrms, 
h r m n s ,  and th George Wh~ter.  Close by ~ C o n k l i n A v e f i u s  
-re the Al Tieckmsns, the Mullens, Slaters, and Higgins. 
A square -den schoolhouse located on the s ~ t e  of the George 

White Scbol was the lone seat of learning wlthrn the t o w ;  the 
next step being attendance at  either Westwaod or Park R~dge 
Hlgh S c h l .  
I don't recall t m a g e r s  then enjoying a special c lassi f icat im 

(a5 tbey do naw]. w e  were just older eh~ldron, assigned chores 
I S  m prew and crradwllv permitted ta rn cllaees m d  cb thimrr 
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younger brothers and sisters could not. We grumbled sometimes 
but bowed to perental rule md did respect our elders. Mischief? 
1% sure we got into some. but it would not have occurred to us 
to deliberately wreck property or  injure anyone. Drugs? Why 

nasty Zhir t had €0 be taken when il E .  Liquor? 
lass of r yed with the family at holiday trme. 
parent ev that our r ~ v e s  wourd mt be l ~ k e  that 

DUT e1d~r5 .  The as a11 wars cb - had greatly affected 
, directly oraindirectly. Buf we had fwn in the twenties. Liv ing 
the east side of town, we slei#ed on Campbell's H ~ l l  (Plermont 

snue), on Large Avenue and Conk! in Avenue; wr the latter some- 
les ending rrp in the m a l l  brook running along the fsr side of 

---. 
El 

did 
bro 

I * - . .  

M a w l i a  $&ue if e bad left turn was made. Sometimes three, 
four. or more sle~ghs joined together - usually resulting In a big 
spill. There was skiing on Gertwlbach's H ~ l l  - the eastern ex- 
tension of Large Avenue, and ice skating d many locations - from 
Qradel 1 Reserv~or, m e r e  a STIR Dreete woulo sorneiimes carry 
you almost across the lake, to the Electric L ~ g h t  Pond in Park 
R~dge, w ~ t h  many smaller ponds in between. 

In summer we swam almost mywhere wafer was found - again 
from Oradell Reservoir to the E lec t r~c  Light Pond, with smaller 
sw~mming hole favor~tes rn between - Lachmundr. and a place we 
called Duppers back R ~ v e r  Vale way. and a spot called Storms' 
-st of Pascack Road. 

mnings were at home with the family, curfew was early. We 
m e  reeding, Radio war just kcaming p p u l a r  and rny,otder 

# h e r  Aug - like most boys - was w~ndlng ce~ l s .  assemblrng 
~ a l ' s  whiskers", knobs, and other pads sitting with earphones 

by the b u r ,  with an occasronal shod "I'm gett~ng Philadelphia" 
or some other cify. 
An outdoor lover, 1 had joined a Camp F i re  Gi r l  group in Emerson 

led by Marjorie Ackerman, a Hillsdale school teaches [later Mrs. 
Grover Huyler). Weekends often meant h~kes  to the Paltsades 
at Alpine, cooking out and c l i rnb~ng up and down the c l~ f fs ,  then 
ihe walk back home. Summer camping w ~ t h  thrs group at Hook 
h u n t a m  on the Hudson and Brook's Lake at Fort Montgomery was 
also great. Ai the former we climbed the mounta~n, explored 
abandoned mine shafts, crabbed from the decrep~t p e r .  Other 
HI llsdale grrls who sometimes joined these exped~trons were Nettie 
md Rase Pisacano and M a r ~ w t  Hansen [daughter of Hillsdale's 
mayor). The Glen a t  Park Ridge was a c l o s e r f a v o r ~ t e m h o t  
summer days - a bike ride. pienrc lunch, then wading In b e  ice 
cold brook. We teenagers of the twenties did a great many thlngs 
now cans~dered "corny". We were a reasonably healthy lot and In 
later years I found that I could be comfortable steeping In a pup 
tent o r  m a Wal&rf surte. 
I remember movies in the Hillsdale F i r e  Hall - as we called 

Borough Hal I. then a wooden b u ~ l d ~ n g  hous~ng the f ~ r e - f ~ g h t ~ n g  
equipment. Ups'a~rs was one large rmm w ~ t h  a stage at the Far 
end and a balcony of sorts an the entrance side. Here also were 
held frequent dances. masquerabes, entertafnments of all s o r t s .  
and of course, town meetings. 
-Cal+e rn f h ~  twent~es was not possible for many In addition 
to being HI m e  &stance, few f m ~ l w s  were  econom~cally able 
to finance t h e ~ r  ch~ldren's educat~m beyond h ~ g h  sc-l. Cons- 
equent ly, further educat~on for most young people resulted through 
"on the job" t ramng.  Many found work In New York  - some In 
banks, some at Insurance companies a r  the t~lephone company 
With a pretty sulld English and 3R basts, plus a comprehens~ve 
business course, I was fortunate, after a couple of "dud" jobs 
to 101n the staff of a large nat~onal organ~zat~on representing 
manufacturers rn Wash~ngtm. The work proved anteresl~ng. W ~ t h  
l ~ t t l e  prevlous pol~t lcal  jnterest. I became l a r n ~ l ~ a r  w ~ t h  lobb~es, 
press releases. cansoltdatlons, and bustness tn general The Wall 
Street Journal and business publ~cations, b e  Congressronal Record 
on Tarlf f  Haarrngs etc became necessary resd~ng mater~als Our 
Chef was a remarkable man w h  took an ~nterest In the llves of 
all  hrs staff - from t ~ m e  to  t ~ m e  dispensing such ph~losoph~cal ad- 
vice as "Always remember where your roots are, but see as much 
of the world as possible" and "Learn to do as many thrngs as p s s -  
~ble". 



Commlstlng m s  not unpfeasrnt ; usually wtth me o r  more trlenas 
as company. Fambliar faces daily included Margaret Wmdell, 
hsephine F itzpetr~ck. Hazel Rush. Ebra M-han and her brothers. "Memori ea-Pa rt " 
Adele, Chet and Chet Field. the Norman brothers, Chlck and Harry e~nt'd. 

' Tatem, Frank Stoeckel. Joyce Baker, Helen Whte, Ray Mullen - 
and so mmy others. 
Commuting tusses were not in sen i ce  until the W s  and ruhpcl , 
my organ~xation moved to 42nd Street a good brt of traveling r e -  I 

suited. Q~nner andevenanearly show wi th f r~ends intownresulted 
In a mad &sh v ~ a  the Hudson Tube at 33rd Street to Jersey CI* 
to catch the last train leav~ng at 12:20 a.m., arrtving In Htllsdalo 
al about 1:Z a.m. Up agarn at 6:00 a.m. 
A more local popular spot to v ~ s ~ t  after movies in Westwood was 

the Palm Rwm tocat& aver Loomls' lee Cream Par lor  on W e s W  
Avenue. In between lee c r e m  sodas end p o k y  sundaes we dmced 
to juke box music. theft walked home to Hi  llsdale. 

Apropos current Women's Lib efforts. rt is amusing h look 
back on Hillsdale's o m  incident in that d~rect ion f i f ty years of , 

age. Originatrng as 8 semi-serious gag - I, believe in connection 
wit h a coming Firemen's Conventlm, a group d g i r ls  ~ncludrng 

I 

myself was asked to participate In m women's f  re-f ighting brtgade. 
This made New York nmspyler headlines. just about full page 
in some cases: The Pathe Nws  sent out cameramen to s h o t  
scenes of ladder climbing. c~up l i ng  hoses, f i re  equrpment, water 
battles, etc., and we wvere ~nvi ted to New York f a r  lunch and a slwwlng 
of the then currant' "Burnrng of Rome"; i t  was great fun wh~ le  it 
lrsted bul ~t a l i t t le out of hand urd the whole idea was squelched - 
pu'll have ta w s s  by h m .  
aher  kmlea&scopie mtmorisr which I c d  pinpoint norr m lo 

I 

&ts - Gmrdenrer"~ General at Broadway md Cross Street, Winkler's 
Grocery nd Delicmtesr#l - later Gerstm's, joint comrmnity Fwdh 
d3ulyFireworkr(pr1ortothoseheldmZtheBsllgromd~hPldbaween ' 

Hillsdale wid Westwood in m large area south of the brmk later the 
s ~ t e  of Harold ~ t e m r r t h ' r  s b p  nd u n d v  other buildtng~. f hen 
W e  was the burn~ng d Pmrk Ridga HI@ after h i c h  we 
fornd charred p a d s  of tern in our Lmrge A v m w  yard. A l ro  
a twistor M ~ c h  riw lbwn Larga Aw, levelling a l l  the poplar 
trwes and tdltang up Itn rldewalks, then rushed ckrrrr CrossStrPa 

HILLSDALE MEMORIES - From Teenager ta Senior Carren in 
Frfly h a y  years - Par! II 

In the I d e  Thirt its my husband Harold and I had purchased a h m e  
in Hirlsdale, close to the home of my .parents, and we b t h  ccrmmuted 
t o  Maw York - he by train to the lower Manhattan Insurance Dnstrid, 
I by bus to Radio City. The Ndional Assucletion of Manufacturers. 
wdh whom I had been assrreiated for nearly fourteen years, became 
one of  She f i r d  Immts in the just completed Tlrne and L i fe  Building. 
Then an appruachmg blessed event prompted my resjgnat~on and I 
become m ordmary mrbn housewrfe md rmther. 

The Forties. We had hardly settled &wn Za being p a r d s  .nd 
hammers rhm World War I t  m s  -p.l*. m- 
joined the A i r  Force; my s i d e r  Eve, only m a r r t d  a s b r t  trme, 
srw her husband off to the Army. Both saw overseas M y ,  ns did 
many low! boys. We "stay-at-homes". in addit~on to anxiety 
for these In the servlce. began to experience the civilian effeds 
of the war - arr raid dril ls, Civi l  Defense rneetmngs, rationing of 
h ~ d ,  shoes, p s  - rat I O ~  C O U ~ ~ S  and l i t t le  red and blue ratlon tokens. 
My old walkmg hab~ts became useful. To save gas. I plshed fhe 
beby carrrage to W e s t m ~ l d  and back for shopping, later p l e d  
cars with b e  hrrola IOtakeo~r  boys to nursery school In Westwood. 
There were subst i tdes hr everyth~ng - e x c d  money - that remained 
scarce. 
Meanwhile, H i l  Isdale drmged grachal ly Esabre Gerden had 

bull1 an apartment house at Broadway and Park Avenue and further 
s d h  there were also aparlrnents, stores. and Hemme'r R e s t -  
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wrmt. M q  alder b u s e s  d~sappeared In the process as Hillsdale 
begn te really grow up. We had acqubred a L~brary .  f 1rs2 one 
ronrn, then two. rn the Leddy Buildmg. My small son s m  became 
a regular borrower L ~ b r a r ~ a n .  Mrs. Ruth Newman (whcse son 





As publrclly cha~rman for several organ~zat~ons. my contact w ~ t h  
Mr. Sam C~eberman - then publisher of THE NEWS - led to h ~ s  
suggestion that I m v e r I h e H ~ l l s d a l e M a p r a n d C o u n c i l , B o a r d o f  r i w e m o r i e s - -  
Educat Ion and Board of Health meet lngs for  THE HlLLSDkLE 

Part I I NEWS. I declded to t r y  I!. Slnce my husband was so r n ~ l v e d  
In Scout ad~v i t i es ,  I ~ f t ~ h a d t o e n g a g e a b a b y s i t t e r a t h o m e .  'unftd 
As a resull my effods pmved somewhat of a I ~ n a n c ~ a l  loss &t 
a l iberal education. In those frve years I became aware of the 
tremencbus arnounl o f  routine necessary to run a town; of the 
s a c r ~ f ~ c e  of t Ime and personal ded~cat mn on Ihe part of the M a ~ r ,  
the Comcrlmen and Board Members. Masses of detail had ta be 
drscussed n d  d ~ s p s e d  of al these meetrngs. Few spectators 
sHended, errcepl in a r r i s l s  such as the "Luben Controversary" 
wh~ch really f i l led the gallery. 1 remember the effrcrent Gary 
S o w s  at Comctl meet ~ngs. George Strohsahl at Board of Educ- 
al Ion and the many Courcrlrnm and Board Members who were so 
friendly and cooperdive fo me. 
Our son's nmne years In George White Sc)rool were probably 

q u ~ t e  routine. He had many exceflenl teachers andpar t~c~pated 
in JVlror Pdml md other ad~vi t res.  We werepmudof hmmd 
his se led~on for the American Legion w a r d  at grahatmon. Then 
off to Park R~dge HI$ School - football. I ra& learn, etc. Extra- 
currrcular enlislment In the Gmwd Observer Corp requrred early 
Slnday morntng trips to hts past atop the Mfitag B u ~ l d ~ n g  In Park 
Ridge ( stopping to ptck up has partner D~ck Zalewsk~) then a return 
t r i d l o  pick them up. 

The Ftf l  ~ e s  and Slxl res. W w  I was mt needed at home a l l  day 
and was toydng wrth the of returning to work when L learned thal 
Paul Ackerrnan. who, wlth hrs sons-in-law Monty Robbrns and 
Herman Marsala, operated a cancrete products plant in Hblls- 
dale, needed a "Grrl Fr tday"  And so I re-enteredthebus~ness 
f ~ a l d  Althnugh the physfcal appearance and comforts there were 
a far  c r y  from Radlo City, Mr .  Ackerman was a f me. consoderate 
gentleman lo work f o r  Descended from sameoftheoldest  famr- 
l ~ e s  In the area [he called lhem a l l  woodp~le relat~ons) he had 
many stories md aneccbtes to tel l  about " l l f ~  In the otd days " 
Clz~ seness to home also proved a great mnvenjence 
We had finally b u ~ l t  that new h u s e  sa long planned and af ter  

nls smlor  year at the newly butlt Pascack VatleyH~#Schoot, 
3ur son graduated and entered Stevens Instglute of Technology 
t o  study englneerrng. Graduat~ng as a Chern~cal Engtneer, he 
accepted hrs frrst lob In Connectrcul. returning home f o r  week- 
mds. but declded a year later to do graduate work. He returned 
ta Sevens as a Teachrng AssrstanE fo r  a year w h ~ l e  work ~ n g  on 
h ~ s  Masters degree. l ~ v l n g  at h ~ s  f r a t e m ~ t y  house on the campus, 
then back into business. marrred a lovely Hackensack teacher 
and settled cbwn In h ~ s  own home In R ~ v e r  Edge. 
Shjrt ly after Mr. bckerman's death, I agamn became a stay-at- 

hsme, then drd "Girl Frtday" h t y  at Rocco Pavese's off Ice In 
Westwood. In Rocky and h ~ s  family I agalnfoundgreatfr~endl~- 
ness and wnsrderat ton. 
My husband was the only member of our family who "stayed 

put ." rematning over forty rears wdh the New York mnsuranee 
br3kerage f ~ r r n  of wh~ch he wes V ~ c e  Prestdent when ~l lness forced 
h lrn 13 r d ~ r e .  

Durrng the Stxties we did a p o d  deal of traveling. samet~rnes 
just m i  husband end myself. semetrmes wdh our son and dau$ter- 
tn-law We v~s l ted  many exc~ttng and interesttng places f rom t k  
Sw~ss Alps to the Casbah rn Alger~a.  I enjoyed them a l l  immensely 
but tt was always nlce to return to our heme In H~lFsdale I dbd 
n3t l lve a l l  my l ~ f e  in H~llsdale, but the most fprrnat~veones. and 
33 my mots were here ShouEs 11 become necessary o r  feasdble 
eventually le locate elsewhere. I know 1 wall ml forget my years 
here. Certainly we had unhappy tlrnes too, a s a l l f a r n ~ l ~ e s c b -  
bereavements. ~llnesses, operat~ons. personal problems - but on a 
wall hangs f a ~ r l t e  quatrsrn from Omar Khayyam's Ruba~yat - 
as fallows 

Tha rnovlng finger wrates 

W v e s  on, nor a l l  F u r  ptety 
nor wrt 

Sha l l  lure rt back 
to cancel half a line, 

M r  all your tears 
wash a d  a rvordof tt. 

And so I t r y  to  remember the happy t ~ m e s  whbch, tn the interest 
~f brwtly l 'vk had to sk~m over, and thg many nrce fr lwlds I haw 
C--. . -  h,,, .I R.* Tn- 
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Mony ~ m d a l e * a  "QlduGtrr 
~ c i o n "  will remember with me 
wrne of the famous pmple in wr 
tow& 1 give you a Ust of a f e v  

1 
d wr p b U c  oUichls from the 
old days. 
Mr. WlPUPrn Terry, vice pres- 
idcnt. ~ n y s e r  corporatiaa 
Mr. W.W, Uwengm& t r a s u r  

er, Arnsrlean Book Comproy. 
Mr. F& Uvenght. vice pces- . 

iderr, Bambergcr's Deparrment - 4 
J 

Mr- HPrry M u ,  affker. Consntlrhtr.l t i d i s a ~  Mr. 
Stsver, prap- h @ r .  w6 Mr. Jma Fast, treasurer, 
*nard OF1 Cmp.ny. 

L mention ~ b c  above only because they served in ats official 
i m f l y  ta mme capacity - most a6 couacffmen or of azr borough. 

We also liPd many hmws risitors in HillsdPle as UarTindi. 
tbe *M#ropoLlr~n ogem atat, who came &en to visit The Vllla . 
Cesare. E v a  t h u ~  the f d  was known to cdebnties dl over the I 
cwnuy end it wns cal led the "Headwairers' Club." EspeciaHj~ 
the Pot Roast Theresr, Mrs. B d ' s  own recipe, It's nice to h o w  
it is stiLl ormtd and operared by the same fam~ly  and has the same 
wty food 

It was a big treat for aLl HiIlsdaIe when Mr. and M. Hemme 
opmd their Viennese Pasw Shop. Who can f q e t  those exquisite 
eakes end caarlles, Thenlater their Beer  Stubemd Heme's Res t s u r  
am, which is now the Chesmmt Pub. 

Remember those great polirical mUl@ at  Koenigsl Their res- 
tlwaa was h o w n  thrwgbur rhe Smte Loge pl mttem of wonderlul 
sandwiches for 75#. Big pitchers of Ice cold beer 50$. We had al 1 
the politician9 of the County ard  beyond in those days. 

Remember when Betry Hammerstein Framer) played the tide 
role in a m m e l  b e s  rayone remember more about thls'l Rem- 
amber when h U y  Mack won the l ~ a l  beauty contest-She is now 
Mrs. R, McSplrlt nod lives Fo Kown. VloIe Gustafsar Meese, who 
was PO wrmrding srrldenr. Eaglet Scout and cnpmin of rhe d e  
ba- t l e ~ m  still teeches ar the Whi te  School. YanLTmrolta one 
d the best basketball players Fn B e q e a  C- wffl  never be 
forgotten. A m r  Mehling (The Baron) en wtscending football 
phyer? Hazel Hoffman wrs.  MerIe Hoffman) who made everyone 
look mice at. her beauty 13 Sull such a lovely looking woman snd 
is on the Board of Directors of the Pastack Valley Bank and Trust 
Compnny. Remember the W a n  who lived in the wads in a ram 
p p a r  shck w e t  af Pmscack Rood? He told u s  his rame was Chid  
Half M w o  snd 1 a1wavs was a lltde afraid he w w l d  scalp us, 

When 1 drive up Piermoat A v m e  I always h n k  of i r  8s Camp 
hugs Hill, because the CPmpbell h d y  lived rhere and we never 
h e w  the mad as Piemom Avenue. Remember h e  white swans 
and lovely grrdens of the S U k e  family where the Poat Office 
now studs? The sutu~ry and fountains at the Midelsen home 
p6t wesf of the Library were  quire grand i n  their day roo. The 
meadow between wr [own rind Wesmocd where we pick& wild- 
flowers, bepica, violcs, daisies, black eyed Susmns. Now all  
h i 1  up with idustry, How fortunae wr t o w  fahers thought 
a h a d  to acquire Beechwood Park for lurure gmeratlons, here 
is so little left. 

Remember wr oum Marion West CIigPlns, Firs Woman Governor 
jn New Jersey? T$ia was when Marion was Speaker of wr %ate 
Assembly. Former Governor Hughes was out of rhe &ace so she 
s e n d  a s  our actlng Covernot far five days the ikrsr tlrnc. his 
hppens. W h  can ever forger the Haubner farnliy? Mr. Haubner 
started he fife and dium corps and was the paormaster during 
he depression. H i s  daughter Eleonor Val ger) was a talented 
dunces and daughter Dclrothy was married 'to the laze Garret 
Storms one of the mosr beloved men we ever had in Hlllsdale. 

" - 
I urpuld be remias not to meadon the wonderlul worn by the 
M & a C h u ~ L h d i e s  Chkt-Thtv Were - 5 4 1 1 k M .  @irds. 

naaem. farhem, veiling d a la of orher things, I uaed to s i t  
in Chmh a d  wish I could g m w  up &er to brre a tut like one ol 
those, TLey -Here orI@ml cratlonn and very beautllul. 



Gmchtloa &as'- md to bc made b sewing cl ass when 1 
m a  in thc WlsdmIe Grammar School. I eouldtl't sew {still can't) 
h t  I bed to hem &ah towels nnd A k e  0BI.i- Doris hrsfls, 
btnny Jcpson, M U e  Hering a,. all worked on my dress. We 
did our awn suge daontLng for g r a b d o n  in the hrjsh  Hal 1 
d fhc Episcopal Church, We gff chicken wire for tbe rear a d  
sides of tbe m g e  d filled It w i h  greea privet Ledge and daisies. 
TLere were mcny dmblsies In those days. Evm rhe M u a s  we 
recdvsd were flowers from Hillsdale gardens, 
We hrd bus service to Park Mdge High BhooI. lait many of 

us walked home from Schml Ln nice weather. %?ms we waJked 
a great dm1 in rhe 1920's and n n e r  thought about it. Somerimes 
we sat by the bake (Woodcliff M e )  end peddled edriee~ There 
were woodm nil f e e s  chm There was one spot ncer Lhe Spill- 
way Rord with thwsmnds of vld& pl n u s .  I'll n w e r  forget ltt 
Almost all houses b d  wells Pad one &ought n&hg of stoppzng 
for 4 M& It m s  Just uodemtd people would not objat ,  HIUs- 
&dele was such a quiet. sedate, ya a1 Way5 fricadly ard warm mcc 
to live. 

S(es~orn$er when Walter  M c b i b p  arrioed Ln town with N s  bride? 

REMEMBERING WITH ELAlNE RINGROSE 
Continued from I&t w& --- 
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W d t e . ~  oa' to become ope -of om kst lmuwn residents. He 
became a Jud md h s  been kmwn as Judge Mac ever since. He 

n m n t  Kal of Lime and effort to our Public Wbrary and h i s  
r i te  Jeanette to the Garden Club. What I Llke to torecall &out W a l t e r  
m f n  hi6 ability to glve the best speech, poUtlcPl or olbenvise 
Z %f*e ever b u d .  He - Pnd is a master oi oratory. He k w h !  
mauy of our poliffcrl aspirunts local and county, how-to get their 
views over Lo the elector&. f am happy he is s t lU put of H i l l s -  
M e .  

Rernembs M i s s  May Brill who sang far the Metropelitan O p n  
Company? Sbe was a very talented and glamorous lady. 

Isn't it dce to read h u t  Nettle Sch-z on:, of the Plsmcmo 
h m l l y ?  She Is now workhg on "Meals on Wheels dellwring food 
to rhut-ins o n e  a day.  Nettie has h e n  &ing klnd thtngs for people 
li long a s  I can r e r n e m h r ,  ~ n d  s h e  atlll is7 Henry Plsacrno was 
our postman, and was he ewr a well-loved guy1 On snowy days 
Henr would r l w y s  have tbe mail,  cigarettes, sometimes milk 
qnd L d .  H e just h e w  wben we couldn't get out H e  elso had 
LU tbe tom's news1 Everyow misses Urn. 

Rammbes Mi.s Florence W r l k e r  when she f h 6 t  tact in our 
lrcbool? Her fight is nearly gpne now. She rn beIov@d by everyone 
as mrn Belle and Ad. Nelsoa 

I t  ars n lucky day ahenHarold ed SmEtbarriVed1ntoamt-U 
W e  over ~e Pastor of the M e t h z s t  &hurch. He contributed so 
much to LL1 of H i l l s d a l e  and his sister Ann Blanche S m i t h  wrs 
one d the most efdded md dedicated mmsn we haw ever bad 
i n  H l l h d a k .  H e r  life au the education of the chFldren In the 
bvn a d  I rm h p p  t&re LE a lasting "Thank you, Blanche Smith'" 
in tbe name one o r  our schools. 

Someom must remember Mrs.  Sheridan who Uved on Orchard 
Sbeetl  Shs -6 the &@ter of o w  of General Grmt's  most im- 
porbnt Gaaerrls Philip mrldub She tans s deU&tiul lad Mtb 

of tbs most beautiful m r  $rho. in tom. R o r s ,  bldll 
wreaih, m a ,  U s 6  of the vrLleg, ollybocks, stock, phlox, prim- 
mse d rLI Vm old-hshio& Llowers we mver see b L 8  

-member a n  Sybll -ra (Mrs. G%or@ ~ e d ~ y )  owned 
hfr -rut Shop next to bar brother Pat's Barber Shop on Pattet-  
son Street? Huw rll tbl -15 loved S W I I  She Wried to dl o w  
It- love . ihFrs  md W l  problems and did e v e r m g  to make 
UB b l  pretty. Whmmr I nee Sybil I thinlr of ber sweetntms and 
plttemx, t ryhg bo r n h  cHeb d us just right for the Jlmior F r o m ,  
eke. 
Mr. md M r s .  P ~ u l  langerdelt lived in our b d n  too. Thej owwd 

t b  Old Tavern In New York, one of the oldest taverns in 
the country. The Lanperfelts aere w r y  interestink people and every 
E-r my htber took us to their trrern for luncheon. 
Mr. Frincls F u t  oaned a h v e l y  house in the Manor Sectlo& 

~e W a J m e s e  m & n ,  a ten house Id flsh pond c b r  
-a md flowers - eapeddly Lris. ~ 1 ;  %use wns d e d  dx 
Orlentrl Art brasses, bronzes, jade and m s .  We all loved 
ta vrsit *re L see tbe p o r c e ~ ,  

k ' t  it nice ta hear t h t  H V P ~  Her- one of our out- 
police Commi.stanera *od ~ o l m c Z m m ,  ii hea~tby w p y  in. 
Ftoria?  He rrs sudr an irnpo-t gult d our tom amd contri- 
buW m much. Wa wan descended trom o m  of our families which 
esttled here b c k  to colonial days. Auatfe Her IS dm - horn, 
U d  80 muiy cdoairl c-s boopsldrts, b%es, etc. Her -d- 
d a m ,  M r s .  Lee D o w n  md I ,  used ta dress up Fn those clothes 
rbcn ns mrs chll&ea We mre dresses rllb bustlee m d  blrttoos 
LU tb * r ~ y  down the h c k .  W e  wore shawl. with m s  and -1s 
and crrrisd r e  puuds. Ws wore hi h e e h  b t  mmde us w&lk 
iunaj & r s  w e  &seen tba ---ups h. I 
r e m s m k r  Ugh button -a lad t Mads, tm. We also slept 
st h r  b u m  mmy Urn*. on &, ~ ~ X h l a t b r  kdd mmdo by duntlm, 
of PBatber~ b m  hsrr om m w .  

It'm .*&rhh to b o w  t h t  mrny of our r s i l l g  old reddent6 
rUn b.re plrtE of tbcir hmllles bse. EIUIdaIr m u d  be a rrlber 
rood p h c c  to IIm Fi .D m m 7  of us a r e  dill here! 

It  m a h s  aro to m b  thmt o w  -cent tom bthsrs 
rm m u t  a b u t  bus5ng for pmple rhe *ipb to Lim 
out their d . p s  Fn a tom b y  l o ~ e  sa weP1. It  13 & ta tblnL d 

r- atd &d wt k 4  Lble to Uvw +re ooe's root. ye. Thln 
s 4 probhm far 1U Oi us and ae Q g o r  older. I donY how 

I ems r*rcb*d 60 but I did a few months 
of tb d h r  mlurrttcm bare bw?i"f"tb. -tion o i H l U s -  

ddn ux! aiwuld b rblo to sk7 brm. Thfb*p cantributed#r 45 
a d &  w. 



Hillsdale News Feb, 20, 1973:l 
I think the *le t o m  turned Out for the dances In  the F ~ r e h a l l .  

MY CHILDHOOD IN HILLSDALE .A!I the chtldren came too. and when we were Z~red we sFepf on 
BY ELAINE RlNGROSE coats ~n the cloakrmm. No baby srtters then? 

We were next W s  nerghbors of the Shuttleworths. T h l r  father 
' My mother and father, John and Antonie Hansen, came to HII Isdale had a f r re  car t  - Hose Co. 112. M r .  Shuttl eworth was Chref and 

in 1909. My sister Marion was three years old, my b w t h e r  my father Captain. They fought i ~ r e s  on the Crest  until b e  larger 
(n~cknamed "Pete"1 was m e  and a half. My brother Bob was born englnes could arr ive. It was fun. When a f i r e  started In Hillsdale 
in 1910. 1 was born ~n 1912. we had gongs a l l  over town, no slren. Everyone turned out who 

Our first house rn town was on Cedar Street, "The Crest", could ws14 o r  ride. 
it ~ 0 5 4  Wm.61). W* had a wonderful "growing-up" in Hills&le.  kt was a bag treat to go to Neilson's Drug Store in part of the 
Everyone swam in the Pascqck Brook In Glenbrook Park, which old hotel t o  get blg foamy jugs of Ice cotd root beer. Only 5 cents! 
was a fovelr meadow. All f lowers and trees on the edges for shade. We moved fo the big house on H i l l  sdale Avenue i n  1979 - next 
The water was so clean we cwlld drtnk rt The fishing was terrific. to ttre present F i r e  Department. I t  seemed l ~ k e  a hotel to me. 
We walked to schmr every day. The old wooden schoolhouse always Five bedrmms and two more on the third floor. A fireplace and 
smelled of varntsh and oiled floors. The santtary f a c ~ l ~ t i e s  were huge rooms. but mcst of all we loved %he barn. We had so many 
&side, md I C a n  re rn~mber  the cold wlnter weather. No one barn k c e s  there when we were teen-agers. The gi r ls  made cup 
lingprod long in  the dhocwbsl . cares and punch and the boys came to dance and stand around. I 

The Yales tennis courts on Hi l l sdde  Avenue was a special center-  ramember the Sister boys. Ray Mul len. Howie Travis. Chad  10 

and I can Myars with H ~ l l a b r a n ~ ,  the Weston brothers. the Breidenbaeks, the Bushbaurns, 
rn her playing my mother. We loved to go to the Johrnre Marsala, who played the piano so well. and whose father 

house. children played in the f'elds and had often gave us soda pop for our  p a r t ~ e s .  Many of these people are 
lemonade and *lCe the'r parents played On the courts. st111 here In H~ l l sda le  o r  near by. They are grandparents as 1 am. 

~ l f e  was simple md sweet in those days. A l l  oursoclal l i fe Aftsr we moved to Hlllsdalo Avenue rn the m k d d l e o f t o m  I m k e  
around the churches and Our Fire m~artment. tq every morning to t ra ln  nolses. We had steam englnes that steerned 

Every Christmas the firemen gave a p a r t r  for the chirdren, all night down in the t ra jn  yards by the old roundhouse, Also 
fhey were marvelous padtes. presents fr,r all, a good show (local had pasture for Mrs. Werkhetser's cows next door. My brother. 
talent) slngrng and dancing. we went to all the church parties. They b b ,  sneaked over to mr l k  those cows for fun more than once. M r .  

were some'hrn~ to see. A l l  the homemade cakes and cookies and Schletter$ack was the butcher and had meat the taste of which I 
fun. ~ v e r ~  fa l l  the Methodist Church had a Harvest Home. Dinners never forget, ~e always gave us s l ~ c e s  of bologna and 1 iver- 
were 50 cents and were ever good' we picked when we went to h i s  520re. Mr.  John Winters' store was 
strawberries at the Demarest farm cents a quart and I Blg -den bu l ld~ng  [where the teddy BUI tdrng 4s). It war filled 
never forget stra*rberr~ festlvaJs '' town can the with wonderful smells. Big wheels of cheese, loads of loose c m k ~ e s  
shortcake and heavy cream the 'lendenny Every day ~n brg barre ls .  crackers. penny candy, rubbers, shovels, brooms 
my brother. ~ o b ,  went to ~ lendennv 's  for mt lk. We loved the farm ,d &out anything one could want. We loved Mr. W ~ n t e r s  and 
and the 'Ow' and horses we knew' by name Later On we had a M,. Burton who worked fo r  h ~ m .  Every day we v r s ~ t e d  the store to 
bakery with wonderful cake and bread, and an Ice truck which p t  the beautiful hunting dogs Mr W ~ n t e r s  owned - atso to get cookies. 
we a l l  tollowed to chip aff rce on a hot summer day. We also had a fverymc at  WlntersU store. It was the Post m i c a ,  too. 
'"Honey Wagon" which was the local cesspdal cfeaner. It was a pine I at the end of world war I we had an efflov of +t  

b x  tar red on the outstde, but open on top. We a l l  prayed as it went 
by that rt would not break down In front of our house I t  very often 
drd break dam, causrng everyone to scurry  away. German Kaiser  and we a l l  walked an it in school. There were parties 

M r .  Pete Van Horn had a vegetable wagon and came every day. Over t o m  for fhe sold iers  coming home, and prayer* far those 
We all wa~ted  te pet h is  horse. M o  did not return. Decoration Day. the end of May, was r big dsy 

George Fedden ltved behtnd our house In the woods He and his in Hll lsdale. A large parade, speeches, al l  f ie  c h l l d r ~ h  

brother A r m ~ n  were wonderful men. Al l  t h e  kids Ijved t.helr vacataon troops md o r C l a n t ~ a t 1 ~ ~  marching in respect fo r  b s *  wb were 
t lme in their woods. We had a tree house rn a big Beech tree and ate W e .  
lunch way yp hrgh IR the branches. We wandered the woods day after The m l e  of ~ r l l s d a l e  have a great deal to be pflud d. * Police 
day and we never thought of the thtngs we warn our ldren about M a f i m m t  r ~ k i n g  with the best. A F i r s  D e p a d m ~ t  which 15 *- 
today. We were always safe and together solutely tops. Our S n l t a t l o n  Depadment keeping the t o m  real ly 

In the wlnter we skated at Storms ice pond on Plernont  Avenue clean a d  a l l  our p v e r n r n g  boards of dedicated men and women 
a d  sledded on Large and Conk l~n  Avenues. ~ J m o r t  the t o m  g i v ~ n g  therr t ime and ef for ts  to make ~ i l l s d a l e  a special place for 

went ska t~ng  and sletghr~dtng A spec! al treat was a horse d r w n  I I V I R ~ .  It always warma my heart to run into people 1 have known at1 
sleigh drlven by John Bell. of Glenbrook Park filled w ~ t h  fresh my ltfe as &ea Lwas  {O'Brien) our  l ibrarian, Betty Bently. Marjor ie  
and moonllghi evenings There were very few automob1 les back in McAnmy, Henry Breitenbach, Johnnie Marsals, George ~epsm, Nancy 
1914 ~d we had an Overland tout lng car Each Sunday we drove WFlen, Harold Shuttreworth, Sarah Van der Clde, Blanche Smith. 
to Old Tappan and sometimes to Old .Fort Comfort ,n Plermmt the Traveltas, MI l l ie  Her~ng Donges, the Hammersteins and so many 
where we swam in the wonderful clean Hudson Anver. others I have known ai l  m y  life. 

1 remember my father wearrng a duster (long coat) goggles and h r  famfly  grew up interested in our t o w  and very much lnvotved 
drlv,ng to me Met ws five pol i t ics. My far aer held about every office in the t o m  at one time 
time we drove d. w another so h is  chi ldren grew up w ~ t h  a good understanding o f  

ans of me hlngs we loved bst when my and m r n m ~ t y  l i fe.  Our pol i t l cs  were fun In  those days. We were Repub- 

grllndfether came by train (Mere were many trains a day men) I l ~ a " 5 ,  but many of Dad's strongest supporters were cmservat ive 
and hlrad a carr iage f rom Mr. C a l v ~ n  Gardenier" stable on Park brnocrais. These were dedicated to their as he was' 

Street (present site of the Paseack Valley Bank], We loved riding The Years were rough for ''I but there was a pu"lng 

rp to the b~gfarmsfar f ru i f i~pro&ce- - the  Meyeras Farm, t o ~ t b r  to help people get through, to save homes f rom fore- 
Farm and, of course, the Demarast,s. Our Fourth of July celebrations E I ' I s u ~ ~ .  to feed f h e ~ r  chhldren, etc. Everyonehelpod. One's tndivldual 

wre something to see. A b,g - -  everyone partscipated, pol lttes were not uppermost. We were as me ,  and fo r  a l l  of us it was 

dl l kinds of games d the &st f Ireworks in the Pascack Valley -derful lesson that w p r e  do care otkra and we hhelp 

at nrght. We had mavfigl  I n  Born Hell eve. y Saturday night. the chips are down. I remember in FrMk'yr. J- 

Silsnts, of course, but vre had Mr. playing the prano, md Myers [who was a leading Democrat) coming to our house ~d saying 

strll hear the roll of thunder and horsesa hmfs in me old to may father, " M n  what do we to  he!^?" MY Dad was Mayor of 

vrssterns with Tox Mtx md his horse, Tony. Hillsdale and they were tough years in the 1930's. 



One of the loveliest memories of my childhmd is the fields at 
bisies and black-eyed Susans In Hil lsdale. Every vacant lot was fkl led. 

Everyone in town went nutting in the fa1 l. We had loads of Hickory 
trees, Beech trees and wonderful Walnut trees. My grandmother made 
walnut cakes and I have never tasted anyth~ng like her cake shcs. 

We also went blackberry~ng south of Colon~at Boulevard in what 
we called "Pecter's Woods." Our lwes were f ~ l  led wlth things to do. 
Wonderful "Unregrmented" things. None of the children I knew ever 
asked "What can 1 di now?" There were so many m & r f u l  places to 
p rn Hi l lsdale. Our woods were so many wonderful places to go in 
Hrllsdale. Our woods were so beautiful. our streams so clean and 
p r e .  No one would think of doing anythrng t o  contaminate a stream, 
brook, r iver ,  o r  lake. 

Carnival time each summer was also a highlight for all of us, 
A whole week of rrdes, stands, hot dogs. candy apples and fun and 
everyone in town came. Our F ~ r e  'Department sari the carnivals 
every year.  
Years ago the winters seemed to  bring so much snow. The p l o m ,  

pvt led by horses went al l  over town so people could get downtmvn to 
the trains and to school. 

1 have always been proud to say " 1  live In H~l lsdale" .  'My roots are 
deep md meanlngful, my memor~es both happy and sad, but I am happy 
to be a part of a lawn that i s  a good place fo I ~ v e .  where old-51mers 
reach ovt a welcoming hmd t o  those who come b r e  to be hart of our 
progress and growth. 



Does anyone recognize this Family from Hilldale's 
past7 The picture war takan En 1913. See next week'# 
H C LLSDALE NEWS for identification end more a- 
b u t  the members of this famify. 

HILLSPALE MEMORIES 

Emily R r i n k e h f f  Venderbe Brogeler {Winner of Flag Contest] 

ben ty - f i ve  years ago. Hillsdale, along with the rest of our 
m t r y ,  was in the era known as "The Gay Nineties". Mor t  of 
Hilldale's old-timers were farm folk wfio hitched their horses 
b open wagons loaded with farm p r o b c e  and drove them to  the 
nearest markets. Lincoln Demersst tel ls me thst he a d  his father, 
k r g e  W. Omarest ,  sold most af their apples, peaches, etc., 
by the bushel or peach basket b regular cust~rners in Flidpwood; 
b e  trm Myers families usually carted thew p r o b e  to the big 
*lasale market in Faterson; and the Winters family went two 
a- three times week to tee New Y a k  rnaslcet, leaving at noon 
me day, getting rn hitch up Dan Kellay's Hi l l  from an extra team, 
as did ali the farmers, one barn not being emugh for the long 
k u l  up fiat sCep hill. arrnring In time for the 4 a.m. tradig, 
axl tfim returning to M~tlsdalo by noon the next day. 

In  1898, me largest farms in Hillsdale w e r e o m d b y  the follow- 
ing fmr lies on the west srde of bwn: starling on t k  south end of 
Wierimus Road near Van Embur* A v w e  (then anly a drrt lane), 
h e  Cornelius Myers farm (later wnrd by Fred Myers, his son) 
lay ta the right, dorm the hi l  l to the ead; whereas t'he John J. 
Myers farm (later ormed by his, sa t .  Garrett Xabriskie Myers) 
was to the w-t. ~p the hill, where the Chestnut bltl ls Development 
row stmds; then, also on h e  west side of Wierimus Road, going 
mrh, came the Hopper farm. the George W. Demarest farm, 
ad the John Winters farm, boh  of the latter h s e s  sitting hi@ 
cn .Ihe hi!!, commanding a superb view of h New York skyline; 
hen, cwt~nuing norh an Wierimus R o d  to i t s  junction w~th Wieri- 
mrs Lmo, n d  turning right on t h d  lane and end a piece was the 
33hn Stoms f a r m  on the right. This was fh homestead of Hirls- 
I l e ' s  beloved "Litt le Mayor", the former Borough Clerk-Col lector- 
Treasurer Garrett A. Sbrms. He is  Bane now, and so are Frank! in 
J. Myers (eldest ,on of John J. Meyers), ano%ar influential busi- 
msmm in Hillsdale for many years. m d  all  lhs o h r  frrrners in 
mat area except Lincoh Demarest, who l lves on Old Hcmk Road 
h West&. md Fred Myers, who rnmages his own h o r n  dwl* 

since his wife, Martha, died last year. Fred lives on West Clarks- 
bwn Road in &w City, N.Y. where he has a nice patch of farm- 
lmd and as gorgeous . view of the New York skyline as he had 
from his hilt farm in Hillsdale. 

So. now. the only original farm left operating in Hillsdale i s  
he Dernarert me ,  rm by L i n c o l n " ~  son, George; and let's help 
him keep it ss such - let us have at least one memento of the 

P i l l s d a l e  Gcws 

7 ,  t 3 ( 3  

pod old days! 



r f  you were a my or gir l  seeklng amusement in 1898. y w  would 

" H i l l s d a l e  
Memories" 
cont 'd.  

be swimming In o r  going for walks along the Pescadt and Mus- 
-sink brmkr, searchmg f o r  equisefurn. pussy willows. cattails 
in the bogs. and, in vesy early spring, .the huge, unfurling leaves 
d skmk cabbage, md the elusive jack-in-the-pulpit with its del- 
lcately strapd, ardred c q y .  Or, maybe yar w w t d  tdre a walk 

the m m y  surromding wm&d areas to f ~ n d  a smny patch w ~ t h  
brmish-topped green moss and a clump of dainty white violets 
with their delicate purple veins, and, i f  you were exceptionally 
lucky, later In the summer, a lone moccasin flower with i t s  bulbous 
pink pist!! shot through wrth darker plnk veins. the only real orchbd 
knarm tn grow wild in these parts. Or, you might even gather water- 
cress by plunging your arms up to the elbows in one of the icy 
sprlngs that feed the many tr~butarres of the narn brooks - I 
remember one lovely spot just south of Henry Clendenny's house 
about a quarter of a mile o r  less, where a person could gather the 
most tangy watercress around these parts, even as late as 1963. 

On the olher hmd, you might prefer the more sophisticated 
pleasure of r~d ing  along cwnfry lanes in a b q g y  with a top that 
mn be raised o r  lowered (as; Lincoln Demarest tel ls me h ~ s  sisters 
Marion and Annie enjoyed], o r  you could have an open wagon o r  
krggy with hinged and fringed umbrella (parasol) that fastens to 
h e  si& of the seat, and you could fold fi up into practically nothing 
M a l i t t le stick. o r  raise it end t i l t  it to any angle against sun o r  
storm. Or you might even OM a "surrey with the f r ~ n g e  on top" 
such as the Storms farnil y boasted. And, y w  wwld prpbabty be 
singing as' you rode "...I bet my money on a bobtailed nag; some- 
M y  bel on the bay ..." I f  it were winter, yw'd be ridtng behind 
Dobbin an a big sled rp Campbell's h i l l  o r  one of the h i l l s  totha 
*st of t o w ,  or  you'd be akatlng on one of the many ponds in the 
area. 

Speaking o f  old-time winters, Lincoln Damarest reeal Is one 
winter when Hillsdale's residents were snbwed in up on the hi l l s  
bnr nearly s week. F tnally, one of  the dairy farmers broke thrmgh 
to deliver milk. They wrapped the horses' legs with thick layers 
d burlap, but even then the poor beasts came back to the barn 
with cut end bleeding legs because it had rained and frozen on 
Cnp of the snow, making a hard, thick crust and cut like glass. 
Llnurln says he remembers that d e n  after a heavy snowfall 
Marion had to walk from their farm al l  the way cbm to the stat lm 
i t  taw to gel the t ra in Iha4 carried her to the County C o u ~ u s e  
in Hackmcack. to which she commuted for 44 years. 

In case you deduce from the ibregotng story that all  thew farmers 
did was h a w  fun arwnd Hillsdale. let me assure y w  that what 
mst of you must have resd h u t  the r igors of life in those days 
is true. Not only drd these f a rmers  wrk from swr ise  to  sunset 
on w e k  days (wrth MM necessary chores such as rn~ lk ing  wrvs 
md feeding chickens, pigs, atc. on weekends) their -k 
worked much, much harder than m o k n  women, even around 
f i e  house. They h d  brocrms end carpet beaters instead of vacuum 
elemers; they h d  to g r ~ n d  their o m  coffee and grate their own 
rutmeq; they knea&d their own bread and made pastries from the 
I q l n n l n g  i n s t e d  of uslng e mix; they had to f i l l  lamps with 011, 

krrn the wicks and clean 500fy chgmneys. etc., etc., etc. 
But. they were way ahead of us In the area of Social Security. 

Themrs had the odd title. "'Pop's T' Other End". tt meant living 
in Pop's house on the other end f rom where he and Mom I lwd.  
Fred and Martha Myers, mentioned heretofore, ~nformed me that 

could t e l l  which was the yorngest son by where he lived after 
I-e married. He always got 'Top's T' Other End". The eldest son 
p t  I h ice comer of Pop's acreage when he married, so that he 
m l d  start a farm and a home of h ~ s  own, and h e  next swl was 
given the second best earner when he married. and sa on b n  
h a  l ine until Zhey came to the yamgest, and he inherited the 
farm after his falher and rnoaer passed on; but, meanwh~le. Iw 
md his family shared fhe rambling farmhouse with his parents, 
md they usually shared the work and profi ts from the farm as well. 
This gave Pop a Itttle help in hls old age and assured the o ld  couple 
d @ home and an income .(or life, while at the same t ime it gave 
b e  yomg corple a start, aven thwgh the y o m p s t  usually had to 
wait much t o y e r  fo r  his share thm his elder brothers did, swtce 
mere farmers generally lrved to 8 r ipe old age. 

To s r m  it all up, H~ilsdale wilt never again see those lazy, 
m d s y ,  quiet-life-on-fie-farm d a y s ,  so let's be glad there are 
wch things as 75th Anniversary celebrations in order for US to 
go h c k  for a short while n d  reminisce about "the g m d  old drys". 
Let's dl enbr  i n9  the spirit of "The Gay N~nettes" end join in 
he a d h i t  ies Mapr Englander .nd tki 75th Ann iversrq  Committee. 
h d e d  bv Mr. Edw. J, Farrel l .  haw planned for us1 


